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Greoley,  G 0 1 0 .  l\iotes. 


April  6,  1928. 


V/o  wPe  h.^ving  r:;,th.cr  an  oarly  spring  in  tho  Greeley  district  this 
year*     We  enjoyed  o.  very  open  winter  this  yeur.      ¥e  had  some'  very  cold 
weather  hut  very  little  snov/  fell.       As  a  result,  the  soil  is  quite  dry 
and  very  rauch  in  need  of  moisture  at  the  present  time.     However,  we  quite 
frequently  have  heavy  snows  during  the  month  of  April  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  needed  .noisture  will  he  supplied  either  from  rain  or 
snow. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  at  this  time  the  acreage  that  will  he 
planted  with  potatoes  this  year.     The  amount  of  acreage  planted  to  potatoes 
varies  somewhat  from  year  to  year  and  depends  to  some  extent  on  the  acreage 
of  sugar  "beets.       The  a.creage  of  sugar  heets  to  be  planted  this  year  is 
very  uncertain  at  the  present  time.     This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Beet 
Growers  Aosociation  and  the  Great  V/ostern  Su^r  Gomp.any  have  locked  horns 
on  the  1928  beet  contract.     It  is  reported  that  about  4=5%  of  the  beet 
growers  of  this  section  belong  to  the  Aaijociation  and  tho  members  of  this 
Association  are  not  allowed  to  grow  beets  unless  permitted  to  do  so  by 
the  Association.     It  is  quite  possible  that  if  tho  Association  does  not 
accept  the  Gr«w.t  Western  Suc^-^r  Company's  contract  for  its  maubers,  it  may 
release  the  manbers  to  sign  contracts  if  they  so  desire.     If  an  agreement 
is  not  reached,  it  is  quite  possible  that  there  will  be  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  ai-aount  of  acres  planted  to  potatoes.     Of  co'urse,  some  of 
these  growers  have  already  planted  spring  wheat  instead  of  beets  and  some 
will,  no  doubt,  pl:mt  beans. 

We  finished  planting  barley  and  alfalfa  last  week.       A  very  good 
stand  of  o.lfalfa  was  secured  last  year  by  cross  drilling  the  alfalfa  after 
the  nurse  crop  had  been  seeded,  and  using  a  double  disk  press  drill.  It 
is  believed  that  this  method  is  superior  to  broadcasting  the  alfalfa  seed 
at  the  time  the  nurse  crop  is  seeded.      I&my  farmers  are  already  plowing 
the  ground  for  potatoes.      Potato  gro\md  is  not  generally  prepared  in  this 
section  for  the  late  crop  until  about  the  first  of  in^y  ot  later.       It  is 
believed  that  possibly  ov^ing  to  the  dry  condition  of  the   soil  that  many  of 
the  growers  are  advancing  t/B  date  of  plovdng.      Llany  growers  in  this 
district  are  preparing  to  treat  their  seed  potatoes  this  spring  with  or- 
ganic mercury  compound.     It  is  reported  that  practically  every  grower  of 
early  potatoes  in  the  Gxicrost  section  has  purchased  this  material  for 
treating.       It  is  hoped  that  tte  farmers  vail  be  well  repaid  for  the  money 
and  labor  involved. 

Su.^o  dealers  report  that  there  are  about  700  cars  of  potatoes  left 
in  the  district  v;hile  others  claim  that  600  is  nearer  correct.     The  potato 
market  was  quite  sluggish  last  week  but  dealers  were  expecting  to  see  a 
stronger  iit'.rket  shortly;  they  have  been  paying  yl.40  to  ^,1.50  jmr  cwt.  for 
U.  S.  Grade  liu.l. 


(W.  G.  Eu.uundson), 
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Presque  Isle,  Lie.  Notes.  April  6,  1928. 


ThG  vn^iter  arrived  in  Pres^^ue  Isle,  Mb.  Friday  morning.  Altho-ogh 
it  was  rath-or  cool  tho  snow  was  melting  and  on  the  whole  it  was  a  typical 
spring  day.     Frido.y  nigit  it  "began  showing  and  continued  "ontil  Saturday 
night*      There  is  now  considerable  more  snow  than  usual  in  the  county  for 
this  time  of  the  year. 

At  Aroostook  Farm  nothing  unus-oal  was  icund.       'Ve  fo-'JLiid  the  water 
system  0.  K.  and  soon  had  the  "boiler  and  heating  system  iii  operation. 
Saturday  it  was  found  necessary  to  replace  the  flue  pipe  leading  from  the 
"boiler  to  the  chimney. 

Stock  in  the  storage  house  is  in  excellent  condition.  In  working 
80  "barrels  of  Green  Ivlountains  this  afternoon  only  3  pecks  were  discarded 
aiTd  only  a  part  of  it  v/as  rot. 

The  market  is  not  ver^''  active,  a  few  "buyers  a,re  offering  ^^3.25  per 
"barrel  to  the  farmers  today. 

(P.  K.  Lombard). 


'vVashington,  D.  G.  IJotes.  April  6,  1926. 


Another  season's  issue  of  "The  Eye"  has  "begun  and  the  writer  wishes 
to  remind  the  readers  of  this  weekly  publication  that  its  success  in  1928 
is  directly  dependent  on  the  cooperation  received  in  tho  way  of  interesting 
news  items.     As  in  the  past  v/o  invite  you  to  cecome  regular  contributors 
to  its  pages. 

Crop  acreage-  All  indications  point  to  an  increased  acreage  this 
seas  on  □     If  the  grovvers  carr;^  out  their  expressed  intentions  there  is 
every  likelihood  of  a  larger  crop  being  proijuced  than  can  be  profitably 
disposed  of.       This  is  a  year  when  the  grower  should  give  careful  thou^t 
to  his  acreage^     It  wou.""..d  see;r.  to  be  a  time  ^ahen  there  should  be  little, 
if  any,  expansion  of  acreage  but  rather  to  giving  caref''uL  attention  to  the 
secxiring  of  larger  yields  per  acre  at  a  minimum  cost  consistent  with  maxi- 
mum prodi-.ction.       Good  seed  should  be  one  of  the  major  considerations.  The 
selection  of  soil  adapted  to  the  potato,  plowing  it  as  deeply  as  possible, 
fitting  it  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  the  reception  of  the  seed,  the 
use  of  a  liberal  4.uantity  of  commercial  fertilizer,  good  tillage,  thorou^ 
spraying,  etc,  should  be  the  slogan  this  season.       In  fact  no  operation 
that  will  tend  to  the  development  of  a  maximum  crop  should  be  neglected. 
Briefly  stated  tho  grower  should  aim  to  produce  maximum  yields  at  a  minimum 
cost  per  bushel. 

Market  news-  The  pot;.to  m;^rket  seems  to  be  in  a  sluggish  condition. 
In  f:xct  there  has  been  a  considerable  drop  in  prices  during  the  past  3  or 
4  weeks.     The  question  in  every  grower's  mind  today,  who  still  has  a  part 
of  his  crop  to  dispose  of,  is  as  to  whether  the  market  will  recover  from 
its  present  sluggishness  with  a  consequent  advance  in  price 

So  far  as  it  has  come  to  our  attention  the  general  conditions^  of  the 
seed  stock  is  good  and  as  a  rule  the  stand  is  good  in  the  Southern  States. 


1 
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Potato  torn--  The  Louisiana  St;  te  University  Extension  Division  has 
perfected  plc.ns  for  their  sixth  annual  pot-to  toiir  which  is  scheduled'  for 
A^ril  17  to  20.     The  itinero.ry,  as  at  present  outlined,  includes  inspection 
of  potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Haceland,  Lockport,  Upper  Lafourche, 
Tnibodaux  and  Houma  on  Tuesday;  Wednesday  v;ill  be  devoted  to  the  inspection 
of  fields  in  Terrebonne  Parish;  Thursday  v/ill  be  spent  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Gulf  of  ./Lexico,  while  on  Friday  an  opportiinity  is  to  be  given  of  making 
a  comparative  study  of  the  relative  performance  of  Montana,,  Nebraska  and 
North  Dakota  Triumph  certified  seed  in  Iberia  Parish. 

The  potato  stands  are  reported  to  be  good  r.nd  the  plants  are  in  a 
vigorous  gTOV/ing  condition. 


{m,  Stuart). 


c 


I'  I 


THE  EYE 


\'/EEKLY  POTATO  3ULLSTI1T 
Of 

OFFICE  OF  HORTICULTURE 


4PR  'T  4  IS'?? 

Tne  iu£.terial  contained  herein  is  not  for  publication  except  "by 
permisRioii  from  Qix"ice  Oi  Kurticultxire. 


I 


Greeley,  Oolo.  Notes. 


April  9,  1925. 


The  weatiier  during  the  past  v/eek  has  been  quite  cold,  with  occasional 
flurries  of  snow. 

We  have  "been  plowing  our  potato  ground  this  week.     The  soil  is  very 
dry  and  considerable  moisture  will  be  needed  before  a  good  seed  bed  can  be 
prepared.       If  we  have  an  ordinary  aiiiount  of  spring  rain,  v;e  will  be  able 
to  put  the  ground  in  good  condition  before  planting  time. 

The  sugar  beet  question  is  still  -onsettled.     In  some  sections,  some 
growers  are  asking  the  Beet  Growers  Association  to  release  them  from  their 
contract  so  that  they  can  grow  beets  this  year  under  the  contract  offered 
by  the  Great  Western  Sugar  Company.     Other  grov/ers  are  willing  to  stand  by 
the  Association  and  not  grow  beets  unless  an  agreement  can  be  reached. 
Some  beet  grov/ers  are  planting  their  crop  at  the  present  time. 

The  potato  gro\7ers  of  the  Gilcrest  section,  south  of  Greeley,  are 
now  planting  their  early  crop.     The  varieties  planted  in  this  section  are 
Cobblers,  Triumphs  and  Early  Ohio.       '#iile  the  Early  Ohio  does  not  produce 
as  large  yields  as  the  Cobbler  and  Triumph,  it  matures  a  week  or  two  earlier 
and  some  growers  like  to  take  advantage  of  the  early  market.      The  Cobbler 
in  this  section  also  develops  about  ten  days  to  two  weeks  in  advance  of  the 
Triuiriph.      Quite  frequently  the  early  pluiits  are  injured  by  freezing  and 
potatoes  planted  from  the  15th  to  tha  2Gth  of  April,  are  often  better. 

The  potato  laarket  has  been  very  dull  during  the  past  week.  In 
fact  there  have  been  too  few  sales  made  to  establish  a  market.     Some  dealers 
say  that  the  market  is  $1.10  to  t^LIS  while  others  claim  the  market  should 
be  4pl.25  per  cv;t. 

(W.  C.  Sd.Tiundson) 

Presque  Isle,  Me.  Notes.  .  April  10,  1926 


The  weather  continued  warm  up  to  Sunday.     Sa.turday  night  we  had  rain 
followed  by  colder  weather,    ivionday  and  today  it  has  been  real  cold  with  a 
little  snow  ivionday  night. 

Vfe  are  making  good  progress  in  our  spring  work  on  Aroostook  ?arra. 
We  shall  finish  treating  the  seedling  stock  today.  Part  of  the  seedling 
orders  for  testing  have  been  shipped,  the  balance  will  go  out  this  week. 

The  market  v/hich  has  been  sliding  since  the  writer  arrived  in  Maine 
reached  $2.50  Friday;  yesterday  a  few  were  purchased  for  -$3.00  per  bbl., 
bulk,  f.  0.  b.       On  the  whole  the  market  is  very  quiet. 


(P.  .iL.  Lombard) . 
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Arlirife-ton  ?ar.u  i^'otes.  April  12,  1923.  

On  April  4,  5,  and  6  tLe  -./riter  assisted  l-Ir.  3ailey  3.  Brov/n, 
Oixice  of  Soil  fertility,  B-or&ai.  of  Oheirdstry  and  Soils,  und  S.  C.  ^Wright 
of  the  Stori:.ge  and  Transportation  Project, of  this  office,  in  pl&jating 
cooperative  potato  experiraents . 

The  soil  v;as  in  excellent  condition  for  pl-anting.     The  air  teraper- 
at^ore  v/as  so  high  that  it  reminded  one  of  suiruner  we:..ther  instead  of  the 
first  of  April. 

Only  early  matioring  varieties  v/ere  planted  this  spring  because 
even  such  varieties  reauiring  no  longer  time  to  mature  than  Green  I.iountains 
have  failed  to  produce  a  croo  in  previous  years  when  planted  early^  This 
failure  is  due  to  the  high  temperat-are  when  the  tuhers  are  developing. 

(Walter  I\L.  Peacock 

Washington,  Z.   Z.  Notes.  April  1%,  1528  

A  heavy  rain  Saturday  evening  was  follo\7ed  by  a  bright  Easter  day 
since  which  tiiae  the  v/eather  has  been  cloudy  and  cool  with  some  rain  and 
snow  Tuesday  morning  and  a  torrential  rain  Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening. 
Today  (Thursday)  has  been  warmer  with  bright  sunsliine  during  the  early 
part  of  the  day  v/itn  increasing  cloudiness  in  the  afternoon. 

Little  information  has  come  to  hand  d^uring  the  v/eek  concerning  the 
condition  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  South  except  that  contained  in  a  re- 
cent mimeographed  sheet  issued  by  the  United  Steites  Department  of  Agri- 
Gult-'ure  Crop  Reporting  Board  on  e-arly  potatoes.    According  to  the  Board 
the  average  condition  of  the  early  potato  crop  in  the  st^^^tes  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Axabaraa,  IVd ssissippi ,  Ark-,nsas,  Louisiana, 
Oklahoma  and  Texas  on  Ajril  1  was  80.1  per  cent  as  compared  with  80.5  per 
cent  on  the  same  date  in  1827,  and  76  per  cent  in  1926. 

An  interesting  item  is  noted  in  the  April  4  issue  of  the  University 
of  Nebraska  Agricultural  College  Extension  Ijotes.       In  this  article  mention 
was  made  of  the  treatment  of  Triumph  seed  potatoes  harvested  in  Kimball 
County  on  September  26.     The  treatment  was  made  at  Lincoln  on  October  3 
and  the  stock  shipped  by  express  to  New  York,  thence  by  boat  to  Bermuda. 
On  Ni/vember  3,  or  exactly  31  days  after  treatment,  or  39  from  the  time  of 
harvesting  the  crop,  90  per  cent  of  the  potato  plants  had  emerged  through 
the  grotmd  in  Bermuda  potato  fields. 

Another  interesting  article  was  recently  noted  in  the  April  number 
of  the  ii/wnroe  County  (N.\  Y.)  Farm  and  Home  Bureau  News  relative  to  plans 
formulated  for  treating  seed  potatoes. by  the  hot  corrosive  sublimate  so- 
lution method.     Some  22,000  bushels  distributed  among  15  groups  have  been 
listed  for  treatment.     The  Farm  Burea^i  is  to  build  the  vat,  provide  the 
eq.uipraent  and  twa  qualified  man  to  test  the  solution,  check  temperatures 
and  organize  the  work  at  each  place,  arrange  for  steam  and  schedule  the 
dates.      ix  similar  service  was  rendered  last  season  at  a  cost  of  five  and 
a.  quarter  cents  per  bushel.     The  cost  of  treating  the  seed  this  season  is 
to  be  fixed  at  10  cents  per  bushel  which  will  be  collected  at  the  time  of 
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1  treatment.       It  is  planned  to  figure  tne  actual  cost  of  treatment  for  each 

'  group  of  growers  separately,  and  to  reoate  to  each  grov/er  whatever  excess 

may  have  "been  charged  over  and  above  actual  cost. 

iVL-rketing  ITews.-  Little,  if  any,  change  is  noted  in  market  quotations. 
The  market  is  still  sluggish  vvitii  little  deiriand.     ^  comparison  of  present 
prices  at  Idaho  Falls  with  those  prevailing  in  the  early  part  of  the  ship- 
ping season  indicates  tney  have  almost  receded  to  the  late  fall  and  early 
winter  prices.       The  carlot  raevement  has  not  "been  heavy  enough  for  the  past 
two  weeks  to  fully  explain  the  sluggishness  of  the  market  except  on  the 
basis  of  li.rge  holdings  at  terminal  points  which  are  being  distributed  to 
the  trade  in  connection  with  newiy  arriving  shipments. 

The  reported  carlox  move.nents  for  the  past  five  days,  exclusive  of 
S-anday,  ^.pril  5  to  10  were  624,  491,  488,  427,  and  570  respectively. 


(lin.  Stuirt). 
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Greeley,  Colo,  l^'otes.  April  16,  1928. 

The  --Yeather  d'oring  the  past  week  has  been  very  cold.     One  night  the 
mercury  dropped  to  twelve  ahove  zero.       The  dry  weather  continues  to  a  point 
where  it  is  becoming  -uite  serious.     ¥e  have  had  much  windy  weather  and  the 
top  soil  has  become  very  dry.      The  young  grain  is  quite  yellow  at  the  pres- 
ent ti.iie,  due  to  cold  v/eather.       This  grain  will  probably  be  somewhat  stunted 
but  grain  in  this  condition  usually  ass-oines  a  normal  color  in  a  short  time 
under  very  favorable  conditions.       Some  of  the  young  alfalfa  has  been  killed 
but  the  total  extent  of  the  killing  is  not  known  at  the  present  time. 

The  sugar  beet  situation  remains  unchanged  at  the  present,  although 
there  is  souie  indication  thc^t  matters  will  be  cleared  up  very  soon.     A  coui^t 
suit  has  been  filed  by  some  of  the  Association  beet  growers  of  Sterling, 
Colo.,  who  are  seeking  to  be  released  from  the  Association.       It  is  reported 
that  a  ballot  has  been  sent  out  by  the  growers  of  the  Association,  calling 
for  a  vote  of  the  members  as  to  whether  or  not  they  \7ished  to  be  released 
to  grow  beets  at  the  price  offered  by  the  Great  Westtrn  Sugar  Company.  It 
is  believed  that  after  this  vote  is  taken  we  will  knco;  definitely  whether 
there  are  any  of  the  Association  aiembers  v/ho  will  grov  beets  this  year. 

The  Idaho  automobile  license  this  year  advertises  Idaho  potatoes. 
It  is  quite  a  novel  way  of  : .civertising  the  poti^to.       A  large  potato  is  em- 
bossed in  the  license  pl:,te  c.nd  the  potato  is  painted  brown.       It  has  been 
suggested  that  Colorado  advertise  soiue  of  its  farm  products  in  this  way 
but  up  to  the  present  time  nothing  has  been  done  of  this  nature. 

A  large  psrcentf^.ge  of  the  criy  pot  to  crop  of  this  district  has 
been  planted  and  it  is  believed  that  the  remaining  acreage  will  be  planted 
this  week. 

The  potato  market  has  been  rather  d'oll  during  the  past  week  and 
very  few  shipiuents  have  been  made. 

(¥.  C.  Ediriundson) 

Presque  Isle,  Ivle.  Kotes,  April  17,  1928. 


The  we-.ther  has  been  very  cold  since  the  last  report.     The  ground 
has  remained  frozen  since  Sunday  night. 

The  market  still  reinains  sluggish  and  dealers  are  reluctant  to  offer 
$2.25  per  barrel  f.  o.  b.  in  bulk  for  Green  rjiountains .  Good  Green  Llountain 
seed  stock  is  in  dem:..nd  both  outside  and  locally.  Irish  Cobblers  for  table 
stpck  are  slow  at  q-2.50  per  barrel  f.  o.  b.  with  little  demand  for  seed. 

^  We  are  hauling  our  fertilizer  this  week  to  the  farm  from  the  Kiggins 

Fertiliser  Company  in  town.     The  roads  are  so  rough  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  use  a  truck. 
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About  all  of  the  spring  orders  have  gone  out  either        freight  or 
express.     An  order  fro.n  Dr.  Freem-'^.n  Weiss  is  being  held  ready  for  shipment 
about  uLCij  10. 

i^one  of  the  experimental  staff  froai  the  Iv'iaine  Station  have  arrived 
to  date  but  Lr.  O'ven  is  expected  this  v/eek.     Dr.  E.  S.  Schultz  writes  that 
he  will  not  be  in  Presque  Isle,  much  before  May  1. 

(?.        Lombard)  . 

Presque  Isle,  Lie.  Notes.  April  II,  1928. 


Since  arriving  in  Pres-ioe  Isle  the  i^Titer  h^.s  been  busy  v/ith  the 
potato  breeding  work,     The  pot£..to  seed  v/as  planted  in  the  greenhouse  about 
a  week  ago.     The  plants  are  now  beginning  to  come  up  and  the  indications 
are  that  a  good  gerioination  will  be  secured. 

Tubers  of  over  500  seedling  varieties  which  have  been  developed  in 
former  jears  have  been  kept  in  storage  during  the  winter.     These  are  being 
treated  and  put  up  for  planting. 

With  the  exception  of  the  past  two  days  the  weather  has  been  warm 
for  this  time  of  the  year  so  that  the  snow  has  melted  very  rapidly.  The 
fields  are  now  nearly  b^,re  except  where  there  are  drifts, 

l''/hila  it  is  a  little  early  to  draw  definite  conclusions  regarding 
the  acreage  to  be  planted  in  this  section  this  season  the  general  opinion 
seems  to  be  th-.t  there  v/ill  be  a  slight  increase  over  th -.t  of  last  year. 
(These  notes  were  received  too  late  for  Ic^st  week's  issue  of  "The  Eye."). 

(G.  P.  Cl^.rk), 

Washington,  D.  C.  Notes.  April  20,  1928, 


The  prevailing  v/e;.ther  for  the  past  week  has  been  mostly  cloudy  and 
cool,  accompanied  by  frost  and  frozen  ground  a  few  mornings* 

Potatoes  planted  two  weeks  :.go  at  Arlington  Farm  sccircely  shov7  any 
growth  development  since  pl&jiting.  On  the  other  nand  all  the  seed  pieces 
that  were  examined  ^Tuesday  were  firm  and  sound. 

.vir.  C.  V^.  Waid,  Chief  of  Ll.rkets,  Columbus,  Ohio,  called  at  the  office 
yesterday  and  today. 

(Walter  LI.  Peacock). 


Louisiari'^  rJot_-s. 


April  18,  1928. 


The  New  Orlocns  confarence  c.-vlled  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  an 
All-Southern  Cc-rtified  Triumph  Seed  ?urch-.,sing  Pool,  which  was  held  on 
April  16,  w:.s  iinusuallj  veil  'attended.      ..iany  representatives  were  present 
from  i-^orthern  certified  Triumph  seed  producing  sti,.tes.     The  states  repre- 
sented were  Iviontana,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  ...iinnesota  and  V/isconsin.  The 
Southern  States  represented  were  South  Carolina,  Ldssissippi ,  Alatainc;,, 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Cklahoriui  and  ^jrkansas.     Satisfactory  progress  \7us  ;iiade  in 
the  organization  of  the  Pool  and  in  tiddition  a  Southern  ?ot-.to  Improvement 
Association  was  also  formed.     The  officers  elected  in  the  latter  organization 
were  .,s  follows:-  '3-.  L.  Tiecout,  President;  D.  C.  L^ooring,  Vice  President 
n,nd  Julian  iirowi,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

On  the  following  day  those  in  attendance  at  the  conference  joined 
the  Louisiana  Pot:. to  Tour^at  Haceland  Junction  and  proceeded  to  inspect 
potato  fields  in  LaFourche  Parish  planted  with  Triumph  seed  from  several 
KTorthern  States.     ?_-rtilizer  tests  and  hot  formaldehyde  treatment  were 
noted  on  the  Bowie  Lumber  Company  Plantation  at  Raceland  Junction.  WeDraska, 
Wisconsin  -..nd  Dakota  "Bill  Spuds"  were  studied  on  the  Godchaux  plantation 
as  well  as  hot  formaldehyde  treatment,     A  30,000  bushel  planting  of  Montana 
and  Nebraska,  seed  was  next  studied  on  the  Scollay  pl-jitaticn,  operated  under 
the  supervision  of  Robert  l,aorrison.     Fertilizer  tests,  seed  treatments  and 
Ic^rge  size  seed  piece  plantings  were  studied  here.       Cn  some  of  the  cuts  of 
land  as  much  as  26  bushels  of  seed  w?.s  planted  per  acre.     This  amount  is  a 
striking  departure  froui  the  usur.l  pr;,.ctice  in  this  section. 

All  fields  visited  during  the  dayfe  toui*  gave  promise  of  loaking 
satisf -;,ctory  yields. 

("fei.  Stuart). 
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Greeley,  Colo.  Notes.  April  23,  1928. 

Saturday  snow  fell  Liost  of  the  day.     The  snow  wus  quite  heavy 
and  .^7  of  on  inch  was  recorded  at  the  station,     us  stated  in  previous 
notes  for  the  liye ,  this  section  of  the  country  was  very  badly  in 
need  of  moisture  and  this  snow  has  heen  of  great  benefit  to  practici-lly 
all  crops,  especiti.lly  to  'beets,  s.auil  gr:.in  and  young  alfalfa.  It 
is  feared  ho\;ever,  th;-.t  .nost  of  the  young  alfalfa  t.c  the  station  was 
already  killed  because  of  lack  of  moisture. 

Today  we  are  harrov/ing  our  potato  ground.     We  expect  to 
harrow  it  tvyice  within  the  next  few  days  and  probably  disk  and  harrow 
again  before  planting  time. 

The  sugar  beet  question  is  supposed  to  be  settled  at  this 
time.     According'  to  a  vote  t-iken  sf  the  Beet  Growers  Association 
meiaoers,  the  directors  will  not  release  any  of  the  Associc.tion 
members  to  grov/  sugar  beets  at  tne  price  offered  oy  the  Great  '/estern 
Sugar  Company.     It  is  feared  th.ut  cons iderr^ole  acreage  that  would 
have  been  planted  with  beets  will  now  be  planted  with  potatoes. 

The  potato  uvarket  has  been  very  dull  during  the  past  week, 
in  fact  too  few  sales  have  been  iruide  to  establish  a  maraet  price. 

(  V/,  C.  Ediuundson) 

Presque  Isle  Notes.  April  2-i,  1928 

The  weatiier  has  remained  cold,  cloudy  with  several  snovi/ 
sciUi;.lls.     Today  we  are  having  a  real  blizzard.     It  has  snowed 
hard  all  day  accoiapanied  by  high  winds. 

The  worK  on  Aroostook  Farm  is  progressing  very  satisfactorily. 
We  have  not  oe^xui  cutting  seed  c;,s  yet,  other  tiian  for  the  'cutting 
experiment''.     Vfe  still  h.-.ve  some  more  seed  to  treut  and  considerable 
stock  to  work  over. 

The  inar/.et  apparently  is  d:. ily  getting  v;eaker  in  this  section. 
Green  Mountain  table  stock  in  bulk  is  v;orth  only  ;;,-:2.00  per  bbl.  f.o.b. 

(P.  .1.  Loiiibard) 
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V;-:.,sh.ington,  D,  C.  Notes 


April  27,  1928. 


The  prev.ilin^-  we^tther  for  the  wefek  has  been,  unusudly  cool  with 
a  SiTk4.ll  j.rnount  of  reL,tive  sunshine  for  the  3Quson  ■..nd.  a,ccomp.  nied  "by  c 
few  showers.     R,-,i.in  is  predicted  for  tod:.y  r.nd  tonight. 

Besides  corapiling  poti.to  stori.ge  d.,.,ta  on  cUt  seed,  the  writer' 
has  "been  t.:.king  dr;.ily  ger.nin...tion  notes  on  the  influence  of  fertilizer 
on  fresh  cut  c-vnd  corked  over  cut  seed  poti.toes  at  jirlington  Experimental 
Farm,  V:i. 

Today,  the  writer  is  cooper  .ting  v/ith  Dr.   Preemcan  Vfeiss  in 
taking  notes  on  an  experiiuent  in  Arlington  Gold  siorage,  Arlington 
Experiment  Parifl,  Va. 

(Walter  M.  Peacock) 

Holmdel,  xvionmouth  County,  N.  J.  Notes.  April  17,  1^:^28 

Most  of  the  farmers  finisiied  planting  tneir  potato  seed  today. 
The  job  would  have  heen  finished  "before  the  15th  of  the  month  but  for 
a  heavy  rain  last  week.     On  the  whole  the  crop  has  gone  into  the 
ground  under  A-1  conditions.     Excepting  two  days  of  sUmraer  heat  the 
weather  has  been  ideal  for  potatoes  luid  the  soil  conditio'ns  favorable. 
The  seed  put  in  the  ground  on  the  first  day  seems  bright  :.uid  sound 
so  the  prospect  for  a  crop  is  all  that  could  be  desired.    Most  of  the 
seed  planted  v;a,s  certified  Irish  Goboler  £rom  Prihce  Edv/ard  Island. 
Of  course  there  w.is  soiue  from  .'.laine,  "Verraont  and  New  York  State,  also 
some .  second  crop  Irish  Cobbler  seed  from  Virj_,-inia  and  Maryl-and.  There 
was  practically  no  certified  seed  from  South  Jersc-y  for  sale  but  a 
few  of  the  seed  dealers  sold  consideri.ble  uncertified  South  Jersey  seed. 
More  seed  was  treated  with  Semesan  or  Dip  Dust  this  season  than  ever 
before. 

One  interesting  experiment  in  Irish  Gobbler  potiito  seed  is  being" 
m.;,de  in  Holmdel  township.     Last  suiaaer  one  far:iier  planted  20  barrels 
of  certified  Prince  Edward  Island  seed  the  l.st  week  in  July  and  obtained 
140  bi:,rrels  of  second  crop  seed.     Tnis  spring  he  arranged  with  22  of 
his  neighbors  in  the  townsnip  to  take  from  one  to  tnree  bags  of  the 
home  grovm  second  crop  seed  in  exchi-nge  for  wn^tever  seed  the  neighbors 
had  bought,  mostly  Prince  Edward  Isl;jid  Cobblers.     The  seed  grower 
treated  his  second  crop  seed  'j:id  put  it  into  iievi/  bags  before  delivering 
it  to  his  22  neighbors. 

The  two  rov.'  pl;,nters  drawn  by  tr;.ctors  with  high  extended  (2  row) 
wheels  c;:.me  into  use  in  Monmouth  County  this  season  and  proved  a  great 
success.     By  keeping  the  planter  moving  60  bc^rrels  a  day  could  be  plsjited. 

'  The r on  ■.loGampbell )  . 
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Louisi-.nu  Notes. 


;4)ril  21,  1928 


The  potato  tour  in  Terretonne  P.rish  on  Wednesdc„y  April  16  w^.s 
interest  irig  froiii  severc.l  angles.     The  crop  v.'l:s  somevz-i-it  more  ..dv.nced 
t-nd  \i,  larger  n-Uiaoer  of  individual  growers  seem  to  be  interested  in 
early  crop  potato  production.     Kebr.tSK:.  st'.„te  certified  seed  is  pre- 
doiuin-.uit  in  this  section.     R.  J.  Yoniger  on  Bayou  C-.nc  h-:.d  50  acres 
planted  with  Nebraska  Triumph.     This  acreage  had  been  pl.jited  with 
424  bushels  or  an  average  of  approxiuiately  8.5  bu.  per  acre.     Tlie  Irjid 
had  received  a  4jO  lbs.  per  acre  application  of      4-8-4  fertilizer. 
In  order  to  correctly  understand  the  rate  of  seedage  and  coraiiiercial 
fertilizer  application  it  is  neces3.:-,ry  to  state  th_.t  the  usual  rov;  spacing 
is  from  5  to  6  ft.     In  this  oarticui-r  inst::,nce  :jid  thi.t  of  the 
two  succeeding  farms  or  plant,.,t ions  visited  the  rows  were  spaced  5^  ft. 
apart.     On  the  A.  I.i.  &  J.  0.  Dupont  pl:jitation  Kebraste.,  seed  had  been 
used  which  had  been  tre  -.ted  witn  hot  f ormL.ldehyde  and  fertilized  at 
the  r:-.te  of  500  lbs.  per  acre  or  ctn  r-inount  equal  to  1,100  lbs.  with  rows 
3  ft.  apart.     The  Palmer  Bros,  at  Schr lever  nave  140  acres  of  potatoes. 
The  seed  used  had  been  treated  in  a  cold  f cr;ni..ldehyde  solution  and  the 
land  riad  received  400  lbs.  superphosphate  ;jid  200  lbs.   sulf.-.te  of 
a.maonia  at  ti^ie  of  planting  plus  a  side  dressing  of  100  lbs.  per  acre 
of  sulfate  of  aniiionic...  R.  V.  Daspit  on  Bayou  Blue  hrvd  22  acres  planted 
with  Nebrasie^  seed.     Six  foot  rows  were  noted  on  tr:..ct  operated  by 
Fred  LeBlanc  on  Coteau  Pi^rm.     Allen  Ellender  had  a  21  £-,cre  comparative 
test  of  3^,  4  ;jad  5  ft.  row  spacing  of  wli  ich  13  <-.cre3  had  been  fertilized 
with  300  lbs.   shrimp  meal,  3'ju  lbs.  superphospnate  at  ti;.e  of  pl;^ting 
and  a  125  lbs.  application  of  sulfate  of  aintrionia  as  a  side  dressing. 
The  remaining  8  acres  were  fertilized  with  -a  600  lbs.  per  acre  applic:..tion 
of  a  4-10-7  fertilizer  at  pi;:.ntirig  r.nd  125  lbs.   sulfate  of  ammonia 
as  a  side  dressing.    l'v;ost  of  the  Ellender  pot^.to  acreage  had  a  l:.rger 
vine  growth  and  g!ive  promise  of  a  heavier  yield  than  -iJiy  other  pl-.ntings 
noted  on  the  trijJ.     On  the  3ri:,r  Patch  Farms,  ...Iso  operated  by  Allen 
Ellender  there  ?/ere  18  acres  planted  in  5  ■•.nd  4  ft.  rows.     :,ir.  Ellender 
is  attempting  to  determine  the  best  and  most  economical  spacing  between 
rows  in  order  to  produce  the  largest  yield  of  No.  1  tubers.     J.  G. 
Duplantis  and  Justin  i.kartin  have  110  acres  of  oxcollexit  pot;. toes  in 
one  block.     This  acreage  as  v/ell  as  that  of  iir.  Ellender s  nad  been 
planted  with  Nebraska  certified  Tri"unaph  seed.     Ninety  of  the  110  acres 
had  been  planted  at  the  rate  of  6  bush::  Is  of  seed  per  acre  rjid  a  500  lbs. 
per  acre  application  of  comiriercial  fertilizer  while  on  the  rem:.ining 
20  acres  4  bushels  of  seed  potatoes  ijfid  400  lbs.  comiiiercial  fertilizer 
had  been  'osed  per  acre.     The  rows  were  spaced  6  ft.  apart.  Fifty 
acres  of  excellent  potatoes  were  next  inspected  on  the  farm  of  Willis 
Pellegrin.     Notwithstanding  that  ;.Ir.  Pellegrin  h--:s  only  been  in  the 
pot.-to  g:,me  two  seasons  -,nd  that  his  opor--.tions  are  being  conducted 
on  worn  out  sug..r  cane  l-Tids  ais  crop  v;r^,s  almost  if  not  gaite  on  par 
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with  :.ny  S'jsn  daring  the  trip.     This  showing  h-.s  b-:-en  ;mde  possihle 
through  tno  -use  of  legtLme  cover  crops.     T.  3  .ker  Sraith's  55  acre  pot:...to 
p^.tch  w^is  th3  l-,dt  one  visit^^d  d'aring  the  d:./  .^nd  concluded  the 
duties  of  an  uv/urd  committee  selected  during  the  earlier  oi.rt  of  the 
day  to  OC.SS  upon  the  rol^otive  merits  of  the  potato  ':..cre:\ge  of  four 
gro'.vers  vmose  crop  hr.d  been  entered  in      competition  to  deter.aine  v/ho 
would  be  entitled  to  be  crowned  the  ''Potato  King'  of  Terrebonne  parish. 
The  av/ard  was  made  on  the  basis  of  sp-.;.cing;  physic  .1  ard.  mechanic-1 
condition  of  the  soil;  cultu^'i.l  c.jre,  app^.rent  vigor  oi  pl-.nts  ..nd 
uniformity  of  plants.     On  this  basis  /.Ir.  Allen  Ellender  was  adjiidged 
"Pc-ti.to  King''  but  he  h^od  by  no  mei-ns  a  distinctly  clear  field  as  he  was 
closely  pressed  by  J.  G.  Duplantis,  J.  i»i:.'.rtin  -.jid  V'/'illis  Pellegrin. 
The  deterifiiniiig  factor  in  f  .vor  of  ..ir.  Ellender  being  his  closer  row 
sp:..cing  which  the  committee  felt  was  a  desirable  pr-'.ctice, 

Thursd:,y  wns  devoted  to  ;ui  outing  by  boat  to  Gr-:.nd  Pass  and 
a  seafood  picnic  dinner  and  in  travelling  from  Houma  to  'Sew  Iberia 
in  order  to  participate  in  the  following  day's  tour  in    Iberia  Parish. 
The  first  field  visited  on  ?riday  was  th.t  of  Hobert  S.  Pesson,  a 
young  wide-awake  far^^er  of  uev7  Iberi-:,  who  is  combining  pot  ...to  growing 
v/ith  d'.irying.    Kis  32  acres  of  potatoes  pi  ii.twd  with  Mont-^a  txid 
Nebraska  Triumph  seed  stock  showed  ample  evidence  of  the  v  .,lue  of 
barnyard  iac-nure  on  luid  more  or  less  deficient  in  organic  m^.tter. 
ivir .  Pesson  had  applied  lo  tons  of  manure  and  3Z5  lbs.  e..,ch  of  super- 
phosphate .;,Jid  sulfivte  of  a.muonia  per  :,cru  in  addition  to  havin^  turned 
under  a  crop  of  soybe  ans  the  previous  f-.ll.     Gioser  spacing  of  rows  is 
also  being  practiced.     G.  Y.  Higgs  of  Nov?  Iberia,  has  12.  acres  pl-.nted 
with  ijlont '.na  and  Kobrask--.  seed.     A  soybe-.n  crop  n.  d  been  turnea  under 
last  fall.     The  pot:-..to  crop  had  received  a  side  dressing  of  200  lbs. 
each  of  nitrate  of  soda    jid  superphosphate.     Louis  Pesson  h-;  s  10  acres 
pla.nted  with  Mont  .n:,,  Nurth  Dakota  and  home  grown  se-^d.  .-.Ibert 
Landr-y  and  Robert  La^idry  of  Jeanerette  er.ch  h:,s  9  acres.     The  first  used 
ilontana  and  North  Dakota  seed  while  the  latter  used  only  Montr-na  seed. 
Both  growers  used  ot.rnyard  m^anure  and  comiiierci-l  fertilizers  and  had 
turned  under  a  crop  of  soy  beans.     Leon  J.  Lf'Jidry  of  Hew  Iberia 
has  23  acres  planted  v/ith  Liont'-iiia  seed.        crop  of  soybeans  had  been  turned 
under  in  the  f  ai  and  an  application  of  200  lbs.  each  of  nitrate  of 
soda  and  3uperphosph:..te  before  planting. 

General  Obs^rv-.tions ;  Tne  south  Louisiana  pot... to  acreage  is 
on  the  incre:.se.     ^.s  a  rijile  the  growers  are  using  certified  seed  but 
there  cxe  still  a  few  ixnconverted  grov/ers  who  r!,re  willing  to  t.-.  ke  a 
ch:.ncu  on  uncertified  stock  or  who  are  not  as  yet  convinced  that  the 
price  difference  is  justified.     The  pot  .to  crop  in  the  parishes 
visited  is  vastly  better  th  .n  in  1927.     In  f  .ct  it  gives  promise  of 
good  yields,     .i  keener  riv  .Iry  is  noted  among  the  growers  to  excel  in 
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production.     Tiie  influence  of  the  extension  stciff  of  the  Louisii^na  St:.te 
University  is  "becoming  more  -'.nd  more    evident  and  the  good  work  begm  :.nd 
followed  up  "by  its  pioneer  G.  L.  Tiebcut  is  a  forceful  illustration  of 
whcit  m:^y  be  accomplislied  by  persistent  effort  clong  definite  lines. 
Acknov/ledgifient  is  t-lso  due  to  the  efficient  and  enthusir.stic  le.'.-dej-ch.ip 
of  county  agents  Y.  A.  uuidroz,  "r^'red  RiC'_rd  r^nd  R.  Y,  St.  Disier  and 
also  to  I.ir .  Hull  of  L.   3.  "U.   who  h:.,s  so  ably  conducted  ourih  annur.l 
potato  tour. 

[Mai.  Stuart) 
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Greelej,  Colo.  .Notes.  April  30,  1925.  

Diiring  the  first  part  of  the  week  the  temperature  was  loelovv  normal 
for  this  time  of  tne  year.       Wednesday,  five  or  six  inches  of  snow  fell 
from  which  .38  of  an  inch  of  moisture  was  recorded  at  the  station.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  week  the  temperature  has  been  :^uite  favorable  for 
growing  conditions. 

The  potato  ground  was  harrowed  again  this  week  and  the  soil  novj  con- 
tains good  moisture.      We  planted  four  or  five  rov/s  of  potatoes  today.  The 
soil  at  the  station  is  not  particularly  adapted  to  grov/ing  early  potatoes 
and  very  few  are  planted. 

A  large  acreage  of  old  alfalfa  and  also  young  alfalfa  died  during 
the  winter.      Tne  cause  of  this  has  been  studied  by  numerous  people  in- 
cluding several  from  the  Colorado  Ai^^iricultural  College  and  in  most  instances 
it  is  reported  that  death  has  been  due  to  winter  killing.      Bacterial  root 
rot  does  considerable  daiTiage  in  this  section  every  year  to  two  or  three 
year  old  alfalfa  but  those  who  have  investigated  the  alfalfa  fields  this 
year,  are  confident  that  the  larger  percentage  of  the  injury  is  due  to 
winter  killing,  possibly  as  a  result  of  a  dry  open  winter. 

The  potato  market  has  been  very  weak  during  the  past  week.  Very 
few  sales  have  been  made.     Dealers  have  been  offering  from  seventy  to 
eighty  cents  per  cwt.  and  are  not  apparently  anxious  to  purcnase  at  that 
price. 

( W.  C  .  Edmimd  s  on ) . 


Presque  Isle,  i.ie.  Notes.  May  1,  1928, 


The  weather  in  this  section  continues  'olA.     The  texiperature  has 
been  considerably  higher  during  the  past  week  with  an  abundance  of  rain. 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  do  an^^  work  in  the  field  to  date. 

Vfe  began  cutting  seed  on  Aroostook  Farm  Monday.       This  work  should 
be  nearly  completed  by  the  last  of  tne  week. 

The  potato  market  remains  quiet  but  the  farmers  are  receiving  a 
little  better  price,   some  dealers  paying  as  high  as  -32.50  per  barrel  in 
bulk  for  U.  S.  Grade  No.  1. 

(?.  la.  Lombard)  . 

Arlington  Farrii,  Va.  Notes.  May  3,  1928. 


A  heavy  rainfall  amo'onting  to  nearly  2  inches  was  recorded  the  end 
of  last  week.     The  teiaperature  at  times  during  the  storm  dropped  to  almost 
the  freezing  point.       Some  snow  fell  but  melted  immediately.     In  the  west- 
ern p^.rt  of  Virginia  arid  karyland  a  heavy  snowstorm  was  reported,  amounting 
to  a  foot  or  more  in  depth  of  heavy  wet  snow.     The  rapid  melting  of  this 
snow  along  the  Potomac  Hiver  and  its  tributaries  hi-S  caused  a  rapid  rise  in 
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the  river  here.       For  -j,  time  yesterday  it  looked  :s  if  the  ''flats"  of 
iirlington  Experimental  Farm  where  our  potato  experiments  :..re  planted  inigiit 
te  flooded  v^s  in  ..lay  7,  8,  and  9,  1924t  ^vhen  the  potato  experiments  v/ere 
under  from  2  to  4  feet  of  water. 

The  writer  has  been  taking  daily  notes  on  an  experiment  in  the  green- 
house during  the  p.ist  week  and  also  cooperating  with  Dr.  Freeman  Weiss  in 
trying  to  det.rmine  why  sprout  tubers  develop.       In  the  meantime  he  has  "been 
v;orking  on  experimental  data. 

The  field  experiments  are  "beginning  to  come  up.       All  indications 
point  to  a  good  germino.tion. 

The  Washington  potato  market  was  very  dull  this  morning.  New 
potatoes,  U.  S.  Grade  #1,  were  being  offered  at  $4.00  per  barrel.  The 
deiDand  was  vveal  even  at  this  price.     It  was  stated  that  the  price  may  drop 
to  $3,50  this  afternoon.      This  condition  does  not  picture  a  very  bright 
outlook  v/ith  a  1>„.6  per  cent  increase  in  acreage  over  last  year  in  the  fol- 
loY/ing  early  potato  states,-    Alabama,  Ct^lif o rnia ,  Georgia,  Louisiana, 
kississippi,  North  Carolina,  South  C.rlina,  Texas  (other  than  Texas,  L. 
Valley)  and  Virginia.     If  grov/ers  farther  north  carry  out  their  intentions 
to  increase  their  acreage  and  fr„voraDle  growing  conditions  prevail,  prices 
of  potatoes  are  liable  to  be  very  loiv  throughout  tne  year.     Those  who  have 
not  yet  planted  and  intend  to  increase  their  ii,creage  had  better  think  tvi/ice 
before  carrying  oxit  their  intentions.     The  deruand  for  potato  starch  is  not 
strong  enough  to  warrant  a  profitable  price  for  potatoes  to  convert  into 
starch. 

(Walter  M.  P«a.ccc^)  . 


Jlississippi  Motes.  ..lay  4,  1928. 


Saturday,  A^ril  21,  -/as  spent  in  studying  the  early  potato  crop  in 
Pearl  River  County,  .viississippi .       A  nuiuber  of  cOiiimercial  potato  fields  in 
the  vicinity  of  ?ica.yune  were  inspected.      luost  of  them  v/ere  cf  the  Triumph 
variety.     A  small  acreage  had  been  planted  v;ith  Irish  CoJbier  and  were  ap- 
parently going  to  prove  as  satisfactory  as  the  Triumph.     An  experimental 
potato  plot  was  studied  on  the  branch  sti^tion  of  the  A,-ricultural  SAi^orL..3nt 
St-ition  at  Poplarville.     Certified  seed  from  several  sources  were  being  com- 
pared with  each  other  and  also  with  imcertified  seed.     One  lot  of  uncertified 
Trii^.iph  seed  purchased  from  a  local  dealer  showed  a  very  high  percentage  of 
mosaic.     In  some  instances  certified  seed  was  showing  a  much  hi^er  oer- 
centage  of  mosaic  than  it  should.      Thoss  experimental  studies  are  being 
carried  on  by  LIr .  Wedgeworth  and  I.'ir .  Aiiu-crsuu  of  the  State  College  of  Agrii- 
culture  and  are  designed  to  furnish  information  concerning  best  source  of 
seed  stock.     Some  fertilizer  st\idies  arr-  also  being  conducted. 

A  simil.-.r  study  was  made  of  potato  fields  in  ivxarion  County  on  Monday. 
1^  The  oldest  developed  couimercial  potato  producing  section  in  ilarion  Con^nty  is 

som^e  10  to  12  miles  from  Colmubia,  but  it  is  vmlikely  that  an^''  gx'oat  develop- 
ment along  this  line  will  occur  -unless  the  present  roads  leading  into  the 
potato  section  are  vastly  improved.       A  10  to  12  mule  potato  haul  over  half 
of  which  mileage  is  not  improve,  is  a  serious  handicap  to  overcome. 
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Some  f:iirlj  good  fields  wire  noticed  during  the  d-"^j's  inspection  trip.  The 
following  day  v;as  spent  in  Pike  County.     Soraewha,t  iriore  f:..vorable  pcnditions 
for  the  developratJnt  of  i.  real  early  pot;, to  crop  xu.-\j  be  expected/from  Murion 
County.      SOiiie  wideawake  {growers  were  encountered  and  it  \7as  apparent  from 
the  discussion  that  these  aien  were  desirous  of  securing  good  seed. 

Several  potato  fields  v/ere  inspected  in  Yazoo  County  on  Wednesday.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  them  hrd.  been  planted  with  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota 
certified  Triumph  seed  potiitoes.     In  practically  every  field  planted  with 
either  of  these  two  sources  of  seed  there  was  a  much  larger  percentage  of 
mosaic  than  the  tolerance  allowed  in  the  seed  certification  st;.ndcvrd3  of 
these  two  states.     This  simply  indicates  the  necessity  for  as  low  a  tolerance 
as  possible  in  the  northern  seed  producing  sections  arid  also  the  desirability 
of  having  some  scheme  of  identification  on  the  tag  so  as  to  ma,ke  it  possible 
to  trace  the  source  of  the  seed  stock* 

General  Observations-    The  potato  crop  in  .vlississippi  is  not  as  far 
advanced  as  in  Louisi'jia.     As  a  rule  the  row  spacing  is  more  n^jarly  like 
that  practiced  by  Northern  growers »     Owing  to  rolling  land  better  drainage 
conditions  w^re  observed  in  Mississippi  than  in  Louisiana.     Pearl  River 
County  seems  to  offer  the  better  opportunity  for  coimuercial  potato  pro- 
duction.    A  sufficient  number  of  good  fields  were  noted  to  indie... te  the 
f e.:,iSibi lity  of  i-^rjwing  potatoes  profitably,  at  least  so  far   :„s  yield  is 
concerned. 

(Wm.  Stui.rt). 
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■/ednesdayj  April  ?.,   .67  of  an  inch  cf  rain  fell,  ivhile  on  April  3, 
.08  of  an  inch  was  recorded  at  the  station.       There  is  nov/  sufficient 
laoisture  in  the  soil  to  afford  good  screwing  conditions  and  practically  all 
crops  look  well  at  the  present  time.     It  is  reported  that  there  is  suffi- 
cient snow  in  the  inountains  to  assure  us  of  plenty  of  late  irrigation  water. 

Yfe  Degan  dishing  the  potato  ^ro'ond  this  laorning,  following  each 
one-half  day  ?vith  the  harrow.       This  operation  is  putting  the  grouiid  in  a 
fine  physical  condition  and  it  is  Dolieved  will  assure  us  of  a  good  seed 
bed.       It  is  planned  nov/  to  start  planting  about  Ivlay  21. 

The  potato  market  has  been  very  dull  during  the  past  week.  Dealers 
are  offering  but  .65  to  .75  cents  per  cwt .  for  U.  S.  Grade  Wo.  1. 

(W.  c.  Edmunds on) 

Presque  Isle,  Ke.  Notes.  .v.ay  7,  1928 


We  hav2.  finished  potting  the  seedling  potatoes  in  the  greenhouse 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  plants  which  are  still  too  small.       The  total 
nurriber  potted  up  to  the  present  tiiae  is  4690.     i.iost  of  these  are  from  seed 
obtained  by  crossing  soiiie  of  our  most  promising  seedling  varieties.  There 
are,  hov/ever,  a  few  lots  of  wild  species  also  some  first  generation  hybrids 
which  have  been  obtained  from  crosses  betvi/een  certain  of  these  species. 

Through  the  kindness  of  ivlr,  S.   Bukasov  of  the  Institute  of  Applied 
Botany,  Leningrad,  J.  S.  S.  n. ,  we  have  recently  been  furnished  with  three 
additional  wild  tuber-byaring  species,-  S.  c-rdiphyllura,  S.  ajuscoense  and 
S.  antipovichi,  the  two  last  n:,med  being  new  species,  also  three  forms  of 
S.  demissum. 

(0.   ?.  Clark). 

Eiverhead,   (L.I.)  lu  Y.  :..a,y  5,  1928  

?ot..to  plruiting  was  completed  in  Suffolk  Comity  more  than  a  v/eek 
ago.     Although  there  are  no  definite  figures  i,v;::ilable,  there  is  substantial 
evidence  th.':-t  the  .-creage  is  slightly  larger  th::'-n  that  of  1927,  Irish 
Gobbler  planting  v/as  begun  in  the  Orient  section  the  week  of  Ivi-.^rch  20. 
Follov/ing  this  f„irly  e;,rly  st..rt,  rel/.tively  dry  weather  per.aittad  planting 
to  proceed  .'.t  .~  rapid  pace.     liot  imtil  April  20,  after  the  iO-ijor  p;irt  of 
the  crop  w.-_s  planted  did  -.ve  have  any  hy>.vy  rains.       The  dry  condition  of 
tiie  soil  prior  to  the  her.vy  r.^ins  prompted  many  growers  to  halt  their 
plantings,  believing  th  t  •.  better  moisture  contact  v;ith  the  seed  piece 
might  result. 


Two  r^obcl-r  s-'d  Goarct  tests  containing  21  strains  from  Prince  3dw^-rd 
T^l-^nd  ^'r^on?        i^^^na  -^^ew  York,  .nd  4  Oraen  l.ountain  strain  tests  con^ainm, 

have  been  pU^ted  .nd  these  plots  v;ill  oe  suoj.ct  to  inspection  oy  tho^e 
attending  the  Eleventh  ^mual  Tour  tne  latter  parU  of  .une. 

The  ^ar^ii  Bureau  in  cooperation  with  Dr.  Clayton  of  the  Long  ^^'^ 
Vegetabirnesearch  .ar.  has  located  27  seed  ^^^^^^^^.^^^^^ 
pe^iraents  in  the  various  pot^.to  sections.       Semes..n  ^^^^.-^^^^^(f  ^^^^.T^rep^e- 
products  used  in  these  tests.      The  27  tests  include  5b0  bu.hels  of  se.d  repre 

c.enting  approximately  35  acrus. 

work  .vill  also  be  carried  on  this  year  to  gain  ^:nore  light  on  the 
problem  and  feasibility  of  controlling  c^phids  and  leal  hoopers. 


(E.  S.  Foster) 
(bounty  Agent) 

Nebr_.ska  Notes.  Ifey  11,  1928 


An  interesting  montnly  puDlication  entitled  ''Neoraska  Potatoes  '  h^.s 
recently  co.ue  to  our  attention.     The  first  issue  appeared  in  February.  It 
consists  of  iriiraeo graphed  sheets  \.'ith  cover  e_ge.     The  cover  pa-^-e  is  t3''ped  so 
as  to  present  the  saae  appearance  as  a  regul.j.r  bulieciri  cover  page,  ^he 
sheets  and  cover  page  being  stapled  and  folded  so  as  tc  convey  the  impression 
of  a  regular  bulletin.       "KebrasKa  Potatoes"  is  edited  by  insssrs.  Werner  and 
Goss.     The  February  issue  is  aevoted  to  (1)  A  report  of  the  Potato  Association 
of  America's  annual  meeting  at  i^  .shville,  T'^^nn.  j   (2)  The  meeting  of  the  Jlebraska 
Potato  Improveinent  iissociation  at  Sidney,  Nebr.,  Due.  7--9,  1927;   (3)  The  Potato 
Association  meeting  at  Lincoln,  Kebr,,  and  to  a  statement  that  the  1927  Nebraska 
certified  seed  potatoes  v;ere  .jr.-.ctically  all  sold.       About  300  c  .rloads  were 
sold  to  Southern  potato  grov/ers. 


The  ivLarch  nuiTiber  is  dv; voted  to  a  discussion  of  the  following  subjects;- 
(1)  The  1923  potato  -.creaga;   (2j  Seed  trei.tments  decrease  scab  in  western 
Nebraska;    (3j  I'roposed  inventional  work  on  scab  and  fusarium  wilt;   (4)  Super 
lots  of  seed  potatoes  from  tuber-index  work;   (5)  Speeding  up  Nebr...sk.-i  potatoes. 
Triumph  potatoes  were  harvested  in  iLimball  County,  Nobr.  on  September  26, 
treated  with  ethylene  chlorhydrin  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  Oct.  3,  shipped  by  ex- 
press and  boat  at  Bermuda  u,nd  iimnediately  planted.     On  November  3,  or  5  weeks 
after  h^^rvesting  in  western  Neoraska,  90  jjer  cent  of  the  treated  s-}ed  had 
plants  through  the  ground  in  the  jSc:r,.iUda  plots,        comp-.;,red  with  24  per  c-jnt 
from  the  untreated  seed. 

The  April  issue  discusses;-  (ij  Mild  inos'::ic  '.uid  spindle-tuber  spre;  d 
by  cutting  knife;   (2)  How  ...boat  cutting  potatoes  iii  April  for  June  pl.^nting?; 
(3)  The  Neoraska  aCO-buenel  ciub.       The  recuirements  for  membership  are  that 
the  grower  must  produce  an  ..verage  yield  of  400  bushels  per  acre  on  a  five- 
acre  field;  pay  an  entry  fee  of  J^'1.00;  keep  a  record  of  production  costs; 
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(4)iuissi3sippi  Jiakes 'ruling  on  certified  seed,  prohibiting  use  of  terms 
certified  or  inspected  on  tc.gs  ^^ffixed  to  potuto  sacks,  unless  they  hr.ve 
buen  inspected  r.nd  coi'tified  "b,y  the  lG,j,,lly  constituted  inspection  offi- 
cials of  the  state  in  which  they  ere  grown,  or  by  such  other  agencies  as 
may  be  approved  by  the  State  x'lant  Board  of  ..dssissippi ;   (5)  The  Louisiana 
pot. -to  tour;   (6)  I^eoraska  potatoes   ..nd  the  Florida  Everglades;   (7)  The 
H;.. stings  Pot-:. to  'T'frowers  Association. 

''Nebraska  ?ot;vtoes*'  is  published  cooperatively  by  the  Nebraska 
Potato  Improvement  Aiisociation  and  the  Aoricult^'aral  College  and  Extension 
Sei-vice,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

(  Vfa.  Stuart ) . 

Oklahoma  Notes.       "  May  11,  1928. 


Announcement  of  Oklahoma's  Third  Anmial  Potato  Tour  has  recently  been 
received.     The  date  set  is  luay  29  to  June  8.     The  program  of  the  tour  waj 
prepared  by  D.  G.  i/iooring,  Orchard  and  Garden  Specialist  of  the  Extension 
Division.       The  annoimcement  states  that  the  object  of  the  tour  is  three- 
fold as  follows:-  ^1)  To  obtain  information  as  to  results  obtained  from 
potatoes  grown  froia  seed  of  different  sources,     (2)   Visible  results  of  crop 
rotation.     (5)  Results  of  comnrercial  fertilisers,  aiseases,  etc. 

T'aesday  forenoon,  i,iay  29,  is  to  bo  spent  in  Marshall  Oo\mty  and  the 
afternoon  in  Johnson  County.     Bryan  County  potato  fields  ar^  to  be  inspected 
on  Wednesday  and  those  in  LVcGurtain  County  on  Thursday.     Choctaw  County 
potato  fields  are  to  be  visited  on  J-one  1  and  i^ishiKataha  County  fields  on 
Saturday.      Potato  fields  in  Atoka  and  Cfi'al  Goutitius  are  to  be  examined  on 
iViOnday  and  those  of  Llclntosh  and  Pittsburg  Counties  on  Tuesday,  June  5. 
Poteau,  LeFlore  and  Scc;uoah  Go\mty  potato  fields  will  be  inspected  on  V/ed- 
nesday,  and  those  in  ■■.luskogee  and  \fegoner  Counties  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
winding  up  with  a  ban.,uet,  given  by  the  Oklahoma  Potato  Growers'  Association 
at  Severs  Hotel,  Muskogee  on  Friday  evening,  June  7.       Out-of-state  visitors 
are  invited  tc  spend  Saturday,  June  9,  inspecting  the  A.ricultural  College 
and  Experiment  Station  at  Stillwater. 

(v/m.  Stuart). 

Washington,  L).  C.  Notus.  r.Iay  11,  1928. 


During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  us  coolas  tho  previous  one 
was  hot.       The  precipitation  on  the  9th  w-s  1.10  inches  end  on  the  10th, 
0.21  inches.     The  soil  is  n.vw  well  supplied  with  i.'ioisture  and  with  f,\vcr;-ible 
temperatures  the  early  potato  crop,  which  is  now  well  emerged,  should  mrJce 
rapid  gTov/th.       Thursday  and  Friday  of  this  week  have  more  nearly  resembled 
Ivlay  weather  than  the  five  preceding  ones. 


-4- 


Potatc  sliipnc-nts-  Tho  ctvrlot  shipments  I.^ay  4,  5,  7  ^nd  8  r;ere  923, 
689,     499  and  657.     The  apparent  falling  cff  in  sh-ipraents  are  prc'bo.'bly  not 
as  real  ;-,s  the  figures  see.na  to  indicate  as  carlct  shipiac-nts  are  alwajs 
lighter  the  first  of  the  v^eek,      Analysis  of  these  figures  shew  that  on 
Friday,  Llay  4,  351  of  the  9  ^3  cars  reported  were  nev?  pott.toes  from  Florida, 
Louisiana  and  Texas,  while  .:n  Sat-orday  232  of  the  889  cars  moved  ?/ere  new 
stock.     On  .viond&y  and  Tuesday,  .<Iay  7  and  8,  the  shipiiients  included  49  ;.uad 
123  cars  of  nev/  potatoes. 

Prices-  The  iviarket  News  Service  Report  on  ilay  8  indicates  a  gradual 
decline  in  prices.     U.  S.  ilo.l  sacked  Triuinphs  at  Brownsville,  Texas  were 
bringing  32.25  to  <4-2.5Q,  mostly  c;i2.25  f.  o.  b.  cash  track.    Double  headed 
barrels  of  U.  S,  No.  1  Sj-aulding  Rose  were  ruoted  at  Hastings,  ?la.  at 
$4,00  per  barrel,  V;hile  No.  2's  were  mostly  selling  at  $2.25  with  a  few 
lower.     At  Idaho  Falls,   Idaho,   sacked  U.  S.  No.l  Russet  B^orbanks  were  being 
sold  for  60;;  to  65s^,  while  No.  2's  v/ere  cuoted  at  40  to  450  per  sack.  C-uo- 
tations  on  sacked,  roujid  whites  at  Stevens  Point,  Wis.  were  laostly  on  the 
basis  of  .^'1.35  per  cwt.     At  Presque  Isle,  Me.  a  few  sales  of  bxilk  Green 
Mountains  U.   3.  No,  1  v/ere  raade  at  95^  to  $1.00  per  cwt. 


Stu£-.rt). 
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Gre^ie/,  G^iUj.  ii-^lfj  :;bj,y  14 »  1926.  

Tiie    'eatlier  during  the  jast  v/eel:  hus  been  cool  and  cloudy  with  some 
rain.       rh,.a:-sdav,   .48  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  and  ^riact,/,   ,Co  n'  an  inch 
was  recorded  at  tne  station  and  todaj  rain  is  falling  again.       Tne  ■.vtv^.-ther 
has  gone  to  exti-e.nes  this  s^jring.       Tiie  earj.y  spring  v/eather  was  very  dry 
with  no  snow  or  rain  out  during  the  last  tv;o  weeks  we  have  had  considerahle 
rain  and  cloudy  weather,      Pue  crops  are  looking  well  but  everyone  is  now 
desirous  of  seeing  the  weather  clear  so  that  farming  activities  can  be  con- 
tinued. 

Yesterday,  the  writer  visited  the  Gilcrest  section  south  of  Gr.-'ele/. 
This  particular  section  of  the  Gr;:;eley  discrict  is  devoted  to  early  potatoes 
and  a  considerable  acreage  of  er.riy  potatoes  are  planted  every  year.       It  is 
believed  that  the  early  plant in^^s  have  been  increased  this  year.    iJkvny  of  the 
fields  are  Just  now  beginning  to  germinate  and  it  is  too  early  to  ascertain 
how  good  a  stand  h;.s  been  secured  b\it  the  weather  has  been  fairly  favorable 
for  potato  growth  and  it  is  believed  that  in  inost  fields  the  stand  is  good. 

We  t.re  planning  to  float  our  pot;uto  ground  this  week  and  to  begin 
planting  about  the  £l3t  or  ;^.:nd. 

Ta3  potato  rrr^rket  has  been  very  dull  dui'ing  the  pi-st  week,  dealers 
offering  but  5u  to  60  cents  per  c'./t.  for  U.  S.  Gr  ..de  In'o  1. 


(V/.  G.  Ed.riundson) . 


Presc^ae  Isle,  mciine  Not^s.  Llay  8,  1928. 


The  weather  for  tne  p.^st  week  has  been  fair  but  rather  cool.  Souie 
work  h.as  been  done  on  the  land  but  very  few  potc,toes  have  been  pi.mted  to 
date.       SOiLie  ^^ain  has  been  sown  and  the  hi^  well  drained  land  has  been 
fitted  for  potatoes. 

We  have  plov^ed  an  isol'vtcd  plot  on  an  adjoining  farm  for  our  tuber 
index  Cobblers  ■nid  plan  to  begin  planting  ?ria.iy  uiorning.      Tho-  plots  on 
iJTOostook  ?  .riu  will  be  fitted  this  week  and  oui'  experimental  plots  will  be 
planted  next  week. 

Tiie  potato  market  is  very  dull,  buyers  are  offering  ^1.60  per  barrel 
bulk  this  week  for  U.  S.  Gr.i,de  Ho.  l-.Gr^en  ..oontains. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

(These  notes  arrived  too  late  for  l:..st  week's  issue) « 


..lay  15,  1928 


T-iG  'A'eatiier  f  or  ttic.  oc^st  week  h.„s  hevn  cxo.pt ion^olly  good  end  potato 
planting  is  well  cidv.^nced.  Saturday  ni^-jlit  it  rained  tiu^ning'  very  cold-  'ic 
have  had  rather  severe  frosts  r.oout  every  night. 

Friday  -.nd  S.,.t"arday  the  tub  ?r  index  selections  of  Irish  Cofbler  were 
planted  on  the  Anaas  farm,    kwiiday  've  begr-n  planting  the  older  lots  of  seed- 
lings finishing  today,  in  addition  to  planting  th.o  vri.ricty  collection  and 
selections  for  scientific  studies.     The  old  vs.  fresh  cut  seed  vidli  ha  planted 
tomori'ov,'  and  tne  scedliiigs  for  increase  v/ork. 

The  market  reiaains  ratht^r  dull  \7ith  the  price  still  at  .U.50  per 
barrel  in  bulk  for  Green  ...uuntains. 

(  ?.  k.  LoJibard)  . 
Liay  13,  1928 


Daring  the  \'veek  the  weather  has  varied  from  a  ligjit  frost  being  ob- 
served in  the  vicinity  a  couple  of  inornings  to  that  of  a  hot  sunuaer  day  with 
slight  precipitr.tion,     Tiie  cool  soring  has  c^-.used  a  slow  ger:nination  as  vi/ell 
as  a  slovif  development  of  the  plants. 

On  Tuesday,  ivir .  Sailuy  Sc  Srown,  Dr.   Lon  A.  Hav/hirs,  Dr.  Os^vald  Schreiner 
Dr.  Wm.  Stur.rt,  kessrs.  W.  H.  lihite,  H.  G.  V/right  and  the  writer  inspected  the 
potato  experiments  both  in  the  greenliouse  and  in  the  field, 

Gerininp.tion  notes  have  been  taken  twice  daring  the  week  and  photographs 
of  some  of  the  outst^.nding  results  have  been  made. 

(Walter  M.  Peacock). 

V/ashington,  D.        iJotes.  kay  18,  1928 .  


The  weather  during  the  p:^3t  week  hus  buen  ruite  cool.     On  the  whole  it 
has  been  reasonably  favorable  for  potatoes  althoag'a  emergence  of  plc.nts  has 
been  domev;hat  del;:.yed  ana  their  gro'/rbh  slower  than  if  sciaewhat  higher  tempera- 
tures had  prevailed. 

The  writer  has  been  chiefly  occupied  in  aose.r.bling  data  and  preparing 
a  brief  write-up  of  pot...to  production  in  each  of  the  Soutnern  States.  This 
inf orrr-ation  is  being  compiled  for  rer^dy  reference  and  wili.beco.ue  a  part  cf 
the  Office  files. 

Nothing  of  especial  impcrtc^Jice  h::.s  come  to  our  .-.tt'-ntion  tnis  week 
except  perhaps  an  occasional  bit  cf  information  gleaned  from  articles  in 
v^.rious  publicii.tions .  For  ej^aiAXJle ,  in  the  Annual  Heport  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  of  Prince  Ea.v;ard  Island,  ending  Deceiaber  31,  1927,  p.  56,  there  is 
contained  a  brief  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Prince  Edward  Island  Potato 
Growers  Association,  Inc.  The  financial  statement  sufcrratted  by  the  associa- 
tion shows  a  turnover  during  the  year  of  >j^l ,  693 , 686.  53 .     This  was  made  up 
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from  the  handling  oi  860, £83  ti-ashols  of  potatoes,  20,870  tens  of  fertilizers, 
insecticides,  "o-;,gs,  scclos,  £rr..dGrs  ^id  dusters,     a  credit  b^:^lunco  of  ;.10,260.4Z 
is  shov/n 

Consul        Perry  George,  Rivieru  du  L^^up,  'ueboc,  Can/d^  in  nevi^ew  of 
Gc..L.;ierce  .'ind  Iniustries  for  the  qu;,rter  ending  ....rch  31,  1928,  st;.tes  thct  c 
nuariber  of  potato  shipaents  destined  for  Ke;7  Englruid  at-.rkcts  "/ere  made  diiring 
the  f~uartor.     These  ship.r.ents  i\ggreg?.ted  approxiiri^' tely  1^1,472  "bushels  Vo.lued 
r.t  ^12.496.      HeiLVj  seeding  for  tlie  coming  crop  i.'^.  predictod. 

Potatoslii  prnents-  It  v;as  expected  th.,t  this  v/oek's  review  of  potato 
shipments  would  sli:  vv  a  larger  vcliune  of  nev?  potatoes  than  of  old  ones  byit 
this  did  not  inaterialize  at  least  prior  to  v/.-dnesdaj,  litr?.j  15.      The  follo-7ing 
carlot  movements  were  given  in  the  Daily  iii-.rket  rioport  of  the  il.^rket  Ifews 
Service  f^r  ilay  11,  12,  14  and  15.       Lo.;  prices  have  un'lcu"btedly  delayed  the 
harvesting  of  early  potatoes. 


p^L^nt  of  pot:;toes 
;  -i^uiulDe'r 


12,  14  and  15,  19- 


f  a. 


:-s  po 


Date 

Oil 

;          i  I C  '.7 

..iay  11 

^'±9  6 

:  439 

935  : 

"  12 

657 

:  403 

:       106C  : 

14 

428 

:  232 

:        650  : 

15 

^:.-99*. 

339* 

;         c38*  i 

Per  c--:;nt 

o9.bo,^ 

;  0-45,0 

*Kot 


corrected  occat 


!S. 


Prices-  This  iv-jek  shows  still  greater  prico  declines  and  a  less  active 
deiiiand  for  potatoes  as  is  plainly  indicated  by  Z-ic  volume  of  cars  being  rolled 
unsold.       The  Brownsville  Texas  report  ^n  ..-k'.y  15  says,  .Leiiu'-nd  slow,  market  d'xLl. 
Occasional  toller  ox   sacked  U.  S.  ITo.l  Trrumph  brcugiit  d2.25  per  100  lb.  sack. 
Hastings,  ?la.  quotations  on  s.-ime  date  were  ■Ji;3.00  per  double  head  barrels  of 
U.  S.  A'o.l  Spaulding  Rose,  (appr  oximately  ^l.BB  por  cwt.).     At  Stevens  Point, 
Wis.  old  potatoes  racked  round  v/nites  were  quoted  at  .;i„05  to  31.10  per  cwt . 
llo  material  improvement  in  price  is  likely  to  occur  during  the  next  week  as 
the  vol~ame  of  old  potato  offerings  is  still  loxge  enough  t^  materially  affect 
the  price  of  new  potatoes. 


(VJm.  Stucart). 
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G-re^.-'ley  Colorado  I.otes. 


IIcv  21,  1?28. 


Ttain  has  fallen  eyery  day  for  the  past  'vveek.     The  total  rain- 
fall recorded  at  the  station  for  the  week  was  .89  of  an  inch  hut  in 
other  sections  the  precipitat  ion  was  rairch  heavier.     Sterling,  Colorado 
was  visited  the  early  part  of  the  v;eek  hy  a  very  heavy  hail  and  rain 
storm.     Tv;o  and  one-half  inches  fell  in  a  very  short  period  of  ti.ae. 
The  hail  damage  was  not  very  severe.     Tiie  same  amoiuit  of  hail  a  little 
later  in  the  season  no  douht  would  have  caused  considerahle  damage. 
This  entire  section  has  had  plenty  of  rainfall  nnd  v/arm  weather  and 
sunshine  is  nov/  needed. 

ITe  "began  cutting  our  seed  the  latter  part  of  th.e  v/eek  and  it 
is  planned  to  start  pl?Jiting  ahout  May  24th  or  25th.     It  may  not  he 
possihle  to  float  the  pot'.ito  ground  hefore  pliaiting  hut  we  are  plannin 
to  hegin  harrowing  the  ground  this  afternoon.     Irrigation  w"ter  has 
not  heen  rvon.  in  our  ditch  this  season.     Some  of  the  other  laterals 
have  heen  running  water  for  some  time.     Our  grain   md  alfalfa  are 
making      very  satisfactory  growth  and  there  is  sufficient  moisture  for 
immediate  need. 

( -J.  C .  Soin'onds  on  ) 
Pre 3 que  Isle,  Li_ine  notes.  TTay  22,  1j23. 


TsiQ  'veather  for  the  past  v/eek  has  remained  favorahle  for 
field  operation  and  mnny  farmers  have  finished  3mtting  in  their 
crops.    With  the  exception  of  the  Sprouting  Experiment  v;hich  can 
not  be  planted  for  another  week,  we  finished  planting  on  Aroostook 
Fnrm  today. 

The  soil  has  hecome  r-it-ier  dry  ■"■nd  a  rain  of  some  dur'^.tion 
is  needed  for  all  crops. 

Tne  potato  market  is  pract^ically  dead-60^  per  hhl.  hulk 
was  offere'i  today  for  Creen  TlQuntam. 


(P.M.  Lombard) 
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Arlin^ton  Farm,   Virf?:inia  Kotes.  M^vy  25,  1928. 


Gormination  notes  viexe  taken  again  on  Monday.     The  results 
due  to  different  storage  treatment  are  very  interesting.  Some 
lots  have  come  up  quicker  than  others.    Whether  this  difference 
remains  throughout  the  season  remains  to  he  seen.     However,  a  good 
start  makes  the  race  easier  to  win.     The  yield  for  several  seasons 
Vi/ill  he  the  true  indicator. 

The  plants  are  making  rapid  growth  under  thiC  present 
favorahle  conditions. 

Tiie  potatoes  were  cultivated  and  sprayed  tie  first  of  this 

v;eek. 

(v/alter  II.  Peacock) 

Bridgeton,  How  Jersey  Notes.  K^^y  25,  1928. 

Potatoes  in  this  section  have  cone  up  well  and  under  the 
present  favorahle  conditions  will  make  r^pid  growth.  Jv!d£;ing 
from  reports  there  seems  to  he  from  12  to  15  p-.^r  cent  or  more 
increase  in  v.croagj.     I»uo  to  previous  exp er iment-ition  'md  low  price 
of  seed  a  higher  r  i.te  of  seeding  per  acre  has  he  :n  planted. 
This  will  incre..->,se  thu  yield  per  ;tcre  and  h'^ve  a  tendency  to 
produce  tuhers  more  uniform  in  size.     'Vith  favorahle  WQ'\ti)er  for 
the  next  six  or  seven  we^ks.  South  Jersey  promises  to  produce  a 
good  yield  of  high  quality  Irish  Gohhler  potatoes. 

During  the  past  few  y^ars,  hec-ujo  of  the  developm/ent  of 
improved  roads  and  the  modern  truc]-:s,  a  notice-'-hle  change  has  taken 
place  in  thj  marketing  of  potatoes  in  New  J:rsey.    Much  of  the 
crop  is  hauled  hy  truck  direct  from  the  fiild  to  Phil''d?lphia,  Pa.: 
Trenton,  N.  J.;  Ne-'ark,  N.J.;  New  York  City  nnd  Brooklyn,  N.  T. ; 
Atlantic  City,  11.  J.  .'^nd  otiver  n;'irhy  cities.     The  selling  of  the 
potatoes  to  the  city  commi eion  m^-rchants  takjs  place  hoth  in  the 
field  xnd  in  the  cities.     SomiO  of  th'-;  johhjrs  come  to  the  growers* 
fi'?lds,   loolc  over  the  quality  of  the  potatoes  and  possihle  daily 
output  ^nd  harg'"'in  for  tlie  pet'itoes  either  ".t  a  definite  price  w/ithin 
a  certain  tim.e  or  on  a  daily  market  has  is.     In  this  Cise  the  johher 
usually  sends  trucks  to  the  field  to  haul  the  potatoes.     Many  farmers 
prefer  to  haul  their  potatoes  to  thio  city  'ind  sell  them  on  the 
m.arket .     Both  methods  have  ;idv.i.nt -.^ges  and  disadvantages.     The  former 


r 
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helps  to  control  the  market  in  hecominp;  j^lutted.    Xfnyn  the  johhers 
have  more  th-.n  they  cm  sell  th-^y  do  not  go  out  to  buy  potitoes.  The 
\vriter  does  not  v;ish  to  load  the  readers  to  helieve  that  "=11  of  the 
Uevv  Jersey  crop  is  handled  "by  the  methods  of  m'-.rket inffj  mentioned 
ahove.     During  the  principal  harvesting  periods  both  for  the  er,rly 
and  1  .te  crops,  pot/.toos  -iro  bought  ^'.t  country  freight  st;.tions  ^vhere 
good  mr'.rkets  have  been  established.    A  large  per  cent  of  these  are 
shipped  to  the  more  dist-nt  markets.     Pot:;.toes  are  also  loaded  at  thes 
couiitry  loading  st  :tions  during  the  ainttir  rmd  spring  months. 

(Walter  M.  Peacock) 

Louisiana  Notes. 

The-  follow  inf!  extr-icts  are  taken  from  a  letter  to  the  writer 
by  Professor  G.  L.  Tiebout,  ujider  date  of  Ik^y  22.  "Th"^  prices  on 
nev/  pot  'toes  nra  not  very  high  but  good  growers  pro  m-.king  money. 
A  season  like  this  year's  will  help  us  xveed  out  th:.-  undesirr.ble 
producers . 

ITr.  TT'rwton  is  making  a  splendid  record  for  the  Farm  Bur^'-au 
Sellinf;:  Exchange,  -md  Houma  is  putting  uii  her  potatoes  in  a  m:inner 
that  is  mailing  a  record.     It  is  coming  t^  the  point  v/here  v/e  have  to 
suggest  thr-.t  other  territori  js  send  repr eseiitatives  to  Houjna  to 
see  how  it  is  b3ing  d^^ne.     You  v/ould  be  surprised  to  know  ho^"' 
people  from  a  distance  are  going  ther.::  for  inf  orrxit  ion.     On  the 
suggestion  of  Uv.  Ilewton,   Iberi'i  sent  a  delegation  to  Kouma  to  learn 
h.nY-j  thj  potat-^es  were  being  put  up  for  m'vrket." 

Mr.  Allen  Ellender  tells  me  that  he  pi-rduced  on  some  plots 
of  T)ot''taes  as  high  as  300  bushjls  per  aere  of  U.  S.  IT'-.  1.     I  suppose 
his  next  goal  will  be  350  to  400  bushels. 


Wm.  Stuart 


Wise ons in  Not u s . 


The  p'''tat~  planting  season  will  be  well  advanced  in  upper 
Wisconsin  f  r  Dm  Lk^y  2,0  to  June  1.     In  cert'^in  sectians  where  gr^v.-ers 
are  planting  for  the  early  market,  quite  a  l^rg;  acreage  had  b3en 
planted  i37  M'ly  20.     The  h-aviest  planting  will  occur  during  the 
period  Llay  25  to  June  5, 
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Wiscnnsin  N^tes  (c-^ntimied) 

^y-3^'^.th--r  ccnditions  have  oeen  vory  sat  isf'icto ry  to  parmit  growers 
t''  got  land  in  excellent  plant  in?.'  c  :)ndition.     Rainf".ll  has  "been  adequate 
and  Gonditi-na  generallv  -'.re  reputed  satisfactory. 

The  K'irt icultu.ral  department  expects  an  increase  of  from  15-20 
per  cent  in  the  certified  seed  acreage.     Several  large  acreages  Vvill 
he  planted  and  the  tendency  is  generally  toward  larger  certified  seed 
hloc!:s  . 

This  is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  the  Trimnph  variety. 
Several  cvrs  of  v/estern  seed  h::,ve  been  shipped  into  '"''isconrrin  this 
year.     Opportunity  will  he  offer  .d  .'-gain  to  comp.'i-ri  results  of  this 
seed  v;ith  strains  improved  thro\igh  indexing   md  farm  select  i^^ns.  ITost 
growers  have  ohtained  an  index  record  ')n  the  reed  they  will  plant  and 
this  will  aid  the  inspection  service  in  obtaining  records  as  a  basis 
for  certification. 

It  is  probable  the  annual  Wisconsin  Tnir  vi  11  be  held  d^oring 
the  week  of  Aug-ust  15-18.     Final  announcement  will  be  made  about  June  1. 

The  Horticultural  Department  lias  completed  a  series  of  field 
conferences  arranged  in  the  producing  centers  of  certified  seed  potrtoes. 
Certain  improvements  relating  to  the  issu'ince  of  certificates  and 
official  tags  will  no  d^ubt  be  ino.ug<i.r:Lted  this  yexr.     At  the 
conference  held  at  Rice  Lake  in  Barr"-'n  County  on  May  22,  a  complete 
organizition  of  committees  was  perfected  relating  to  the  I'/isconsin 
Potato  Show  to  be  held  at  Rice  Lake,  October  22-26,  1:^28. 

'  (J.  1.  ITilward) 

Washington  Notes: 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  gerier'-. lly  c.^ol  o.nd 
cloudy'  v/ith  some  thunder  siiowers.     Owing  to  an  abuna-Tice  of  soil 
moisture,  most  crops,  except  warmth-loving  ones,  are  making  .-i  satisfactory 
growth.     The  v;r1ter  has  devf-ted  considerable  time  this  week  to  t}-.e 
renewing  of  potato  articles  in  bulletins  and  circulars  of  the  ST-uthern 
Agricultural  Experi.nent  Stations  with  the  idea  of  assembling  it  for 
convenient  reference  of  the  office.     One  of  tlie  more  r-ocent  publica- 
tions received  seems  worth  notino-  at  this  time  as  it  deals  with  the 
economic  factors  involved  in  pot. to  Pr -^duct  i^'n. 
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Bruce  LIcKinley  in  Bulletin  193  of  the  Florida  ACTicultural 
Experiment  St-^tion,  entitled  -'An  2oonomic  Study  ol'  Potato  Farming 
in  the  Hastings  Area  for  the  Crop  Year  1925"  presents  the  resu.lts 
of  his  rather  exhaustive  stud^'/"  of  this  question.     In  collecting  his 
data  the  author  made  use  of  the  survey  method.     A  complete  record 
of  the  farm  business  of  each  farmer  for  the  year  "beginning  Fovemher 
1,   1924  and  ending  Fovemher  1,  1925.     The  Hastings  area  v/as  divided  into 
four  districts,  consisting  of  Hastings,  Bunnell,  Green  Cove  Springs 
and  Lacrosse.     Records  were  ohtained  from  217  farms  in  the  first 
district,  50  from  the  second,   14  from  the  third  and  13  from  the 
fourth,    v/hile  the  data  ohtained  is  of  greater  value  to  southern 
than  to  northern  potato  gro'vers  there  is  much  that  should  he  of 
int., rest  to  those  v;ho  ar.j  producing  potatoes  in  the  North. 

Vice  Consul  John  E.  Jones  of  Agua  Pricta,  Sonera,  LTexico,  in 
his  qu-rt-^rly  r.'port  ending  ITarch  31,  1928,   st'"tec  th  it  a  few  more 
pot'itoGs  from  the  spring  crop  are  "being  exported  to  the  United  States 
from  that  district  than  were  exported  from  the  previous  fall  crop. 

Consul  Ro"b3rtson  Honey  of  Hamilton  Bermuda  reports,  under 
date  of  x\pril  30,  1928,  that  during  the  second  half  of  April  there 
were  invoiced  through  the  Consulate  the  following  quantities  and 
values  of  potatoes  for  the  y-^-ars  1926-19  28; 

Potatoes:  Weight  in  l"bs.  Value 


1926  909,330  $95,757.00 

1927  464,728  41,475.03 
19  28                     1,741,209  137,482.93 

The  spring  crop  is  reported  to  he  doing  admir.ahly  and  it  is 
estimated  that  there  will  he  approximately  30,000  harrels  of  2-2/3 
hushels  each. 


Potato  Movemients    Potato  shipments  during  the  past  xveek  \7ere  some- 
whnt  lighter  tlian  the  week  previous.     The  raovem.ent  for  the  correspond- 
ing days  averaged  683  per  day  as  compared  with  873  for  the  preceding 
week. 
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CARLOT 

SHIPiniTT  OF 

POTATO"^? 

imY  18,  19, 

21,  22 

.nd  23,  1928. 

ITiirn'b^r 

Cn.rs  of  Pot[ 

-.toes 

Old 

Tot'vl 

M-.y  13 

o65 

406 

791 

ITlv  19 

524 

255 

779 

Wcj  21 

355 

126 

481 

my  22 

423 

257 

680 

440 

399 

839 

per  ^snt 

59  .58 

4C.42 

*  Fot  corrected. 


Prices.  Brovvnsv ille,  Texas  prices  on  ITaj  22  for  sp.cked  Triumph  vere 
somewhat  vveaker  than  the  previous  v/eek,  "being  ^2.00  to  .'^2.25  per  sack 
of  100  pounds.     Hast-ings,  Fla.  prices  shov;  a  slightly  stronger 
price,  the  quotation  heing  ^3.50  per  douDle -headed  "barrel  of 
Spaulding  U.  S.  No.  1  or  a"bout  $2.12  per  cv;t .     At  Stevens  Point,  V/is. 
the  price  on  old  potatoes  v/as  mostly  .*,1.05  per  cwt.     Approximately  the 
same  percentage  of  old  and  new  potatoes  vjere  shipped. 

{"'n.  Stuart  ) 
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Greeley,  Colo.  ITotes. 


■ay  28,  1526 


The  weather  has  heen  qaite  v/ar;.i  diiring  the  past  -.veek  hut  raiii  has 
fallen  alraost  every  lay.     v/itii  vvarm  weather  and  plenty  of  .aoist'ore  all  crops 
are  looking  well  at  this  tine. 

We  hegan  planting  potatoes  V/ednesday,  ^lay  23  and  today  we  planted 
the  seedlings.     There  is  splendid  .rioisture  and  there  siiould  be  no  truuble 
this  year  in  securing  a  good  stand.       We  expect  to  plant  tv/o  acres  of  .vhole 
seed  x.ionday.       There  has  been  no  potato  rrii-rket  d^aring  the  past  few  v/eeks 
altnough  soiae  shippers  have  "been  buying  potatoes  for  35  to  40  cents.  It 
is  oelieved  that  much  of  the  stock  left  on  hand  will  possibly  be  dumped 
as  there  appears  to  be  no  nu-rket  for  the  sarrie. 

(  W.  0.  BdxTiundson ) . 


?resq_ue  Isle,  Me.  iTotes.  iviay  26,  1928 


The  weather  for  the  past  week  hr.s  been  exceptionally  wet.  Plant- 
ing operations  are  teraporarily  stopped  until  weather  conditions  change. 
Some  of  the  snuller  plants  ;::re  in  but  the  big  gxcwers  hav3  cDnsiderable 
acreage  to  put  in. 

Lir.  B.  E.  Brown  of  the  Office  of  Soil  Fertility  arrived  this  item- 
ing.    The  fertiliser  plot  on  Aro-istock  was  pl^uated  a  week  ago.  Conditions 
are  unfavorable  for  getting  in  the  work  at  IvlTipletcn  before  Thursday. 

Tne  raarket  for  old  pot^.toes  is  very  nearly  ended;  seme  are  being 
purchased  for  75/  per  bL.rrel  in  bulk. 


I 


As  I  urn  i.bout  to  join  the  Oklaiiom:.  pot:. to  tcior  this  Mcrning  ;:-,nd  will 

prc"br..bly  not  be  cCQle  tc  get  r.nj  portion  of  the  tovir  in  this  ^veek's  issue  of 

^'The  5je it  n'laj  "bo  of  interest  tc  str.te  thr^t  the  pot^,to  crcp  h^i.s  net  en- 
tirely recovered  frcn;  the  severe  freeze  cf  :,"bo"u.t  April  14-15. 

Ivir.  ii'Icimtt,  former  County  Agent  of  IvicKenzie  Oo'onty,  Horth  Dakota, 
V7hc  is  now  v.'ith  the  Sec  Line,  spent  yesterday  forenoon  inspecting  pot:. to 
fields  in  this  section  which  hi^d  been  pl-.^nted  with  iv^cKenaie  CJo-anty  Triumph 
seed.     He  repcrts  th:»t  the  stc-'jid  und  vigor  of  the  plants  Wi,s  Ji;",teri^lly 
lessened  as  a  result  of  the  freeze.     Such  fields  as  v/ere  observed  ye^Ter- 
day  from  tiie  tr-iin  mndow  seemed  to  be  fairly  good  so  far  as  stand  w^.s 
concerned,  except  in  a  few  instances  especially  in.  4.0W  spots  where  the 
plants  seemed  to  have  been  drcv-Txed  cut.      There  was  abundi.nt  evidence  cf 
a  backward  season  in  all  cropo  :uid  too  ^nuch  rain..     Cotton  is  just  nicely 
above  ground.     Corn  v-.ried  ircr::  just  breaking  gro'ond  to  a  foot  or  more 
in  height. 

There  has  been  very  liitle  warm  we-.ther  thus  far.     Today,  'noviever, 
promises  to  be  hot  unless  a  breeze  springsup.     The  pot;. to  tour  st-irts  at 
9:00  A.  .vi.  i.nd  is  supposed  to  wind  up  this  evening  at  jjurant  in  Bryan 
County.     As  per  previo'a.'j  came unc e mont  in  ''The  'E'je''  the  tour  extends  from 
ilay  23  to  June  6  incluai""'e.     It  is  hoped  th;.t  week's  ."i'-suo  will  con- 

tain some  first-h^Jid  fie'.-.i  inf oi m:-ition  conc^^r nia-^^  aie  condiaion  of  the 
crop  in  the  counties  covered  b.y  the  tour  up  to  the  time  the  report  is 
written. 

( Via.  Stuart ) . 


Washington,  I),  C,  Notes  J xuie  1,  1923 


There  has  been  several  light  showers  during  the  week.     For  the 
last  three  days  ideal  growing  v/eather  has  prevailed. 

Wotes  and  photographs  v/ere  taken  of  the  potato  experiments  at 
Arlington  Experiiaental  ?arm,  Va. 

This  morning  Dr.  \7m.  A.  Taylor,  Chief  of  the  liureau  of  ?l?^t  In- 
dustry, Dr.  L.  A.  Hawkins,  Physiologist  of  the  Office  of  Fr'uLt  and  Veget- 
able Handling,  Transportation  ^i,nd  Stor:,ge  Investigations,  and  IvjT.  Rex, 
Chief  Seed  Inspector  of  ilew  Jersey,  looked  over  the  potato  experiments 
at  Arlington  Experimental  ?arm,  Va. 

This  afternoon  the  writer  is  leaving  for  Charleston,  S.  C.  to 
harvest  an  experiment  there. 


r 
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■*i/c..3xiington,  D.  G.  i^Tctas-Oont 'cl. 

J 

Frcm  Report  cf  .B"dro-.uu  of  xj.gr i cultural  Ecunciics  (Truck  Crop  Soction)  LIayl8,1928 
7'  V/^-shinf-^ton 
.  J         ivlcvturitj  of  crop  -a  reported  ty  grovjers  for  this  yo:.r  ..nd  d?,te  of  shipfTionts 

in  1927  indicated  "by  c-.rlct  movement. 


Compared  with  Date  shipping  is        Veek  shipping 

average  je-:^r  -  expected  to  "Degin  "began  last  year 

days  late  this  year 


ijrkansas  —        5-20  June  5-15  iviay  21-28 

Georgia   10-12  May  20  -  J-une  1  i.iay  1-7 

Kansas                          0-10  July  1-10  June  26  -  July  2 

Kentucky   10  July  5  July  3-9 

.Maryland                       ?-15  J^jne  20-July  1  June  19-25 

Ivlississippi  ■-  10-15  Alay  8-14 

DJorth  Carolina            0-22  Afe^y  26-Jun9  1  iviay  21-28 

Oklahoma   15-18  June  18-20  IvIay  29-June  4 

Virgini  a 

Eastern  Shore-    0-15  June  15-20  June  5-11 

I\l'orfolk   Kot  reported 


Shipments  from  six  early  states  to  uiay  12  compared  with  shipn-onts  to  ..i£iy  14 

last  year  a^'e  as  follows; 


may  12,  1928  Cars  May  14,  1927  Cars 

Alahama  •  -58  885 

Calif.  S.  Dist.—  5  ,  1 

Florida                     4,024  5,256 

Louisiana  •              435  782 

SwUth  Carolina —            1  488 

Texas                         1,395  1,621 


From  Report  of  Ifeekly  I.iark-t  Kuviow  of  Fruits  and  Veget.-;blc-s,  ■'/jl:y  29,  1928. 

NEv'-?0T^.T0  SHI,?_uCIJTS  HE..VY 


riicvement  of  new  potatoes  increased  rapidly  to  2,900  cars.     The  Florida 
season  is  continuing  exceptionally  long  and  shipments  of  late-pl-.aited  potatoes 
in  the  Hastings  district  still  amoTonted  to  1,300  c.rs  the  p,.;,st  week.  Florida 
h:.s  already  fcrwtirdod  6,800  cars,  comp-ared  with  5,400  all  of  last  se...scn. 
South  C-rolina  increased  tc  475    .nd  Texas  470  c  -.rs,  v/hile  iilah.ama  shipped  300 
and  Louisiana  180  cars.     The  Eagle  Lako-V/harton  section  of  Texas  is  now  active. 
F.  0.  3.  prices  at  Hastings,  Fl.;.,  held  aocut  stei;,dy  at  ^3.50  per  "barrel,  but 
southern  Texas  i-.nd  ^da'bama  shipp>..-rs  lowered  their  quotations  to  -^1.75  per 
IGO-pound  sack.     City  j^obing  r  nge  on  Florida  stock  was  4;;4,25-v5. 50 ,  com- 
pared with  South  Cure  Una  barrels  at  ^-^.50.     Southern  Bliss  Triumphs  sold 
at  a  wide  range  of  ^^f^  ,2.0-:^2-^d0  per  100  poimds.       v/ith  Florida  still  shipping 
many  cars  and  South  Carolina's  movement  becoming  heavy  it  looks  as  if  all  the 
Eastern  States  may  overlap  each  ether  considerably.      The  carlot  movement  in 
^-xk...nsas  will  be  somev;hat  later  than  indicated  last  week,  but  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia  may  begin  within  the  next  10  days. 


I 
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shine  ten,  v.   Z.  'nztas-Z-^nt^ '1. 

Frcm  riC^jort  zt  •■■■•ookly  i.iurkei:  R':ivic-w  of  Fruits  ;,ni  VJget  .bles,  29,  1926 

3l^s':_u  CI  „_,r icoltur,.!  Sc^n^;aic3. 


Old-?ct<;tc  lL.rk.ots  -'sak 

Pressed  cn  the  north  d/  continued  hG;..vy  iL've.nent  cf  ..^ine  f.nd  Idr.hc 
potatoes  :-nd  prossod  jn  the  south  by  tno  incr3:.sing  supply  of  new  stock, 
potato  raurkets  Here  in   .  rather  sorry  plgiht .     The  recent  slight  imprcve- 
iiient  of  prices  v;as  entirely  lost,  :.nu  furtner  declines  occurred.  S-uthern 
I^aho  shipping  points  dropped  to  50'^'  cr  lov/er,  v/hile  .jroostock  Ocunty,  Limine, 
quoted  75$;'  per  100  pounds,  compared  v>dth  >^^3.00  a  ye-.r  ago.      Western  New  York 
shippers  were  getting  ■;^1.40  and  the  Forth  G^-ntral  region  declined  to  a  r-:inge 
of  90p  -^-.00.      3ity  jobtiing  sales  of  kaine  Green  -,iOunta,ins  ranged  luosxly 
4?1 .40-^2.20,  with  i^iev/  York  ^.nd  Pennsylvania  Round  Whites  at  -^l. 50-^1. 75. 
'The  Chicago  car  lot  market  v/ .s  25/  lov/er  on  northern  stock  at  --^,1 . 10-:,^1 . 20  , 
and  45^^  lower  on  Idaho  arrivals  at  ^1,25. 

Snip.aents  .;f  wld  potatoes  held  around  2,500  cars,  as  against  900 
during  the  sa.'ae  week  last  spring.     Of  this  totc;,l,  kaine  furnished  1,000 
Idaho  570,  and  the  i^'ortoi  Central  region  also  570  c^.rs.     C-l^rad^'s  output 
increased  te;upcr..rily  to  150  cars.    Jvuae  shipments  ^f  old  stock  umy  be  ex- 
pected t^  show  a  r-.-pid  aecreaso,   out  tiie  season  doubtless  adll  extend  into 
July. 


(V/alter  IVI.  PeaCv.ck)  . 


,j(UW      3  1926 

Tne  ii»:.terial  contained  herein  is  net  for  palolication  except  bj 
permission  from  Oix'ioc  oi  HortiCvilturc . 
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T.:ie  lirst  jart  of  the  v/eek  v/as  generally  fair>       L-rida/  ,13  of 
an  inch  of  rain  fell  and  on  Saturday  and  Suiiday  l.c5  of  an  inoh  was  re- 
corded at  tne  station,      hail  has  been  rej^orted  in  so.-e  sections  bat  it 
is  believed  that  little  daimre  has  oeen  dene  bv  nail  u-j  to  date.  V.'e 
have  had  .uuch  rain/  weather  d>;.ring  tne  oast,  rei^anding.,  one  of  the  rainy 
season  of  the  coas'c. 

In  spite  of  tiie  rain,  "-"e  are  irri;-,ating-  alfrdfa  at  tlie  .iresent 
time,     Lid  aJ.falfa  needs  irrigation  and  even  tnoj..,:.  tiiere  has  been  ,a"u:^ch 
rain  t^ie  .^rov/tii  \7iil  ue  increased  by  irri^atin'^  tne  hay^       fhe  ^rain 
and  yoon^^-  alfalfa,  ho  ./ever,  '.-ill  not  need  to  be  irrigated  at  the  present 
tiiae. 

;.'e  are  well  alon^;  v/ith  o"ar  potato  plant  5.n^-  and  ^.vill  be  able  to 
finish  in  t^/o  or  t.iree  days,  after  tne  soil  is  stuh  ici  ently  dry  to  allo->7 
12.S  to  Gontino.ec     fhe  early  potato  crop  is  looking  well  at  the  present 
tijie,     Tne  vines  have  uiaae  a  very  rapid  ^rov/th  darint^  the  past  t.vo  ;7eeks. 

(  ■■/,  Jd.r.unasoni 

Presque  Isle,  iiaine.  Jujie  5,  1926 


The  v/eather  for  tne  past  week  has  been  very  v/et,  nearl.'  six 
inches  of  rain  having-  fallen  since  laot  ^.cnaay,  ..^y  Very  little 

field  v;ork  iias  been  done  since  i.Iay  <iQ, 

.le  have  discarded  on  .jroc  stock  jarm  all  Saiall  lots  of  s~arplus 
xaaterial,  packed  av/ay  crates  and  barrels  axid  put  in  order  .uacninery 
not  needed  until  next  spring. 

So.ae  sur-jlus  fortili..er  has  been  applied  on  top  this  v/eek, 
cultivated  in  and  './ill  be  horse  noed  toiriorrow. 

Several  selections  have  been  received  from  L-T,        A.  ^nsi^n. 
Truck  ?ior  ticalturi  st ,  Gainesville,  71a.  for  planting  in  ..aine.  Phis 
.material  has  been  selected  fro.:,  fields  of  Soaulding  P.ose  and  will  have 
to  be  treated  to  a'lreviate  tne  rest  period  oefore  planting. 

\,ur  s.jrouting  experiiixcnt  will  be  planted  to..^ro";,  sprouts 
will  be  re.uoved  for  tne  third  t  ime "  from  Viator  ial  stored  in  the  preen- 
nouse,  covered  v/itn  oiack  paper;  uncovered    .at^^rial  and  checks  stored 
in  the  potato  house  .vill  have  sprouts  reiuOved  out  once. 

Seedling  potatoes  in  the  greeiinouse  are  ready  to  oe  transplanted 
to  the  field  b^t  it  is  hardly  safe  becau.se  :a"  danger  of  ^rost  to  put 
in  txie  field  "Oi'itil  ;:fter  June  15. 


(P.  V,..  Lo.:foard j  . 


-a* 

.yhorlestcn,  3.  J,  .'Jotes.  June  8i  19^6* 


^_  jurin^^  txie  past  v/eeic  the    'riter  assisted  in  U-,, rvestirit^  tne  ey.- 

peri..ient3  jlanned  tc  find  an  econoraical  ::.';thod  to  control  tne  seed  corn 
mar.;;ot.     'i'ne  ilies  of  this  insect  lay  part  of  tneir  e^v^s  about  the  ti^ae 
^  the  ijotatoes  are  bei-.t  jlanted.     The  .youn^j-  iTiHt^'c^o'ts  feed  on  the  ootato 

seed  ^jieces.  ,hen  tne  seed  pieces  are  badly  infested  the  seed  pieces 
usaally  rot  or  produce  ''eak  piyjits.  Jonietiiaes  the  infestation  is  go 
oad  that  it  is  xiecessciry  to  replant  the  field. 

The  results  of  the  experi.uents  indicated  that  pro^xess  is  aein^  - 
made  in  the  control  of  the  seed  corn  :uae,c;ot . 

This  \7orK:  i,s  L>©ing  done  on  the  farra  of  Joseph  ivi.  riarrisonj  St, 
iUidrews  x^arish,  ^Jhaj'legtpn,  S.  J. 

...r,  Harrison  is  one  of  the  largest  ^rovers  in  tne  state,     sle  has 
a  yield  varying  \'ro;:i  7i3  to  90  barrels  of  very  hit,h  quality  Irish  Gobbler 
potatoes,     he  is  ve?'y  carsful  in  the  e^-rading.     ./hen  a  picker  Joes  not 
i^rade  rij^nt  the  Isia^TQj.  is  duiiyed  cut  and  the  picker  (a  ne,;3ro  v/Ouian)  re- 
grades  it  v/ithout  pay  I'or  the  time  ta^en  in  re^i'ardin^*     '^^^e  pi.ckers  are 
paid  12-g-  cents  fo?*  piokiAg'  and  ^-radin^'  which  is  done  at  the  saiue  tiiue^ 
This  prevents  i..ucii  skinnini^;  v/iiicii  is  oound  to  take  place  i7<aen  the  pota- 
toes are  pul;  over  a  i.^ech^jriical  grader. 

This  muminii  the  writer  v;as  talking  '.vita  2,,  «7,  ii^ard,  a  wholesale 
commission  laeronant  in  ..'ashint^ton,  D.  0.  ^^-.r.  v/ard  told  the  writer  that 
he  can  alwa,ys  depend  oh  ^>j:p  idarrison's  potatoes  Oeing  w?ll  grade?d* 

x^otatoes  ou  the  '."'asninoton,  ^,        nxarket  were  selling  for  .#3,00, 
^3t^5  and  ii'2t50  ^er  barrel  according  to  -^uality,    Thesq  fij^ureg  show 
that  it;  pays  to  t^^rade  v/ell. 

(Walter  .u  Peacock) 

Oklahoiua  i\io1^es.  JuJf^e  2,  19  28 

The  Third  ^nxiual    'otatp  Totir  in  Oklahoma  left  the  CJoonty  ^i^ent's 
office,  .^.adili,  okla,,  at  9:00  a.       ,  Tuesday,  ..,ay  2%,     fhe  forenoon  was 
spent  in  visiftin^i,"  potato  fields  in  i^arshall  bounty,  while  the  afternoon 
was  spent  inspeotins  potatoes  in  Johnson  Oom-ity  and  in  driving  to  Durant 
in  3ryan  'Jounty,  which  was  reached  at  9;'iO  i\  r-,     i"'i^3  potato  fields  in- 
spected durin,^'  tne  (^a.y  ranged  from  poor  to  very  good  and  included  the 
':/ashita  j'arrns  on  which  550  acres  of  potatoes  were  being  t;.rown.     At  Ipast 
90  per  cent  of  the  acreage  observed  consisted  of  the  Triwiiph  variety  the 
balance  being  Irish  Cobbler.    The  plants  in  raost  of  the  fields  visited 
were  showing  the  effect  of  high  teiaperat-are  and  lack  of  soil  moisture, 
the  visible  indications  of  which  were  tipburned  or  sun-Durned  leaves, 
j'or  the  -uost  part  the  plants  showed  a  good  set  of  tuoers  but  they  were 
undersized,  for  the  stage  of  L-iaturity  of  the  plants.     It  was  apparejit 
that  if  rain  did  not  fall  within  tiie  next  few  days  and  cooler  te^apera-' 
tureg  prevailed  tne  crop  would  be  seriously  reduced. 


One  of  tne  interesting  questions  arrising  dturing  the  day's  trip 


uklahoiaa  lyotes-^cnt 'd. 

v/as  that  of  the  v/isdora  of  cultivating  the  centers  of  the  ro'.73  to  permit 
of  further  rid^yinp:  of  the  olants,     ...est  of  those  in  attendance  seemed  to 
think  that  by  disking  tne  centers  of  the  rows  follo-'ed  b/  a  sweep,  to 
throw  the  loose  soil  to\.'ards  tne  plants,  thereby  helping  to  conserve  the 
.aoisture  and  furnishin{^'  adLcitional  soil  coverinj^-  for  the  tubers,  would 
prevent  greening  or  sun-scalding  of  tiie  potatoes.      .->.  few  maintained  that 
the  injury  caused  by  the  inevitable  root-pruning  of  the  plants  v/ould  more 
than  offset  the  beneficial  results  that  ini£,ht  accrue  fro.u  breaking-  the 
surface  crust  and  the  additional  soil  protective  covering  for  the  tubers. 
In  practically  every  plot  of  Irish  Cooblers  ej:ai.iined  a  considerable  )er- 
centage  of  blackleg  plants  v/ere  noted,      ...ost  of  tne  Irish  Gobbler  seed 
was  from  ^iinnesota  or  V/yoiaing.      Spindle  tuber  plants  also  appeared  to  be 
more  abundant  in  the  Irish  Cobbler  than  in  the  Triumph  thou^  in  some  lots 
of  Triumph  there  were  quite  a  few  spindle  tuber  plants^     Very  little  UiOsaic 
disease  was  noted  but  tne  conditions  for  mosaic  expreasion  were  not  favor- 
able as  they  v/ere  beginning  to  mature.      The  prevailing  practice  in  the 
use  of  coirLuercial  fertilisers  is  to  apply  from  400  to  500  lbs,  of  an 
B-4:-6  mixture,  that  is  6  per  cent  phosphoric  acid,  4  per  cent  nitrogen  and 
6  per  cent  potash.      In  the  oOuth  the  customary  method  of  stating  ferti- 
lizer analysis  is  to  give  phosphoric  acid  first,  while  in  the  northeastern 
United  States  the  first  figure  stands  for  nitrogen,  for  exa.aple  the  formula 
just  given  v;ould  be  stated  4-6-»6  instead  of  8-4-6,      jew  ^rox.'er3  use  more 
that!  10  bushels  of  seed  per  acre  and  tne  majority  use  loss  tnan  this  ari'io-unt. 
One  grov;er  infonried  ifie  that  he  had  used  80  ousliels  of  seed  in  planting  his 
12-acre  field.      The  usual  spacing  between  rows  is  from  36  to  42  inches 
and  14  to  17  inches  in  the  row,  nu";:ber  of  fields  -./ere  noted  which  had 

been  planted  with  hoirie  grown  seed.     In  most  cases  the  plants  looked  thrifty 
axxl  while  not  as  far  advanced  promised  to  make  a  good  crop.      In  oracti- 
cally  every  insjtance  these  fields  had  been  planted  with  Junior  seed,  that 
is,  seed  removed  one  year  from  northern  grown  seed, 

Wednesday,  '..Lay  30,  v;as  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  potato  fields 
in  -Bryan  County u     Some  large  acreages  were  found  in  tne  vicinity  of  3osv;ell, 
On  the  vAiole  tne  general  condition  of  t.ic  crop  './as  hotter  in  iryan  Coujity 
than  in  that  of  i..ar shall  and  Johnson  Co^unties,     The  day  ended  v/i  th  o\ir  ar- 
rival at  Idabel  about  10  o'clock, 

Thiu'sday,  ..lay  31,  i/aa  spent  in  ._cCo-rtain  County    'here  viry  much 
the  same  conaitions  were  noted  as  in  3ryan  .^loujity  with  trie  exception  of 
two  or  three  fields  which  were  really  superior  to  an/  previously  visited. 
The  best  of  these  was  tnat  of  h.  D.  3rov/n  a  lawyer  of  hansas  Jity,  ^io,, 
v;ho  is  operating  a  farm  at  Garvin,    ^ir.   ^rov/n  is  a  thorough  believer  in 
the  value  of  cover  crops  as  a  soil  restorer  and  v/as  aole  to  furnish  an 
e.vcellent  object  lesson  on  the  effect  c   t'urning  under  a  heavy  ^rowth  of 
cowpea  vines  as  co.apax'ed  with  corn  stubule.      SoiuO  e:-.c9ilent  potatoes 
v;ere  also  noted  on  .ir,  Gaii.bie's  farm  in  the  sy_..e  locality.    i.Ir.  Gamble 
has  about  110  acres  of  potatoes  arid  had  planted  1400  Oiuchels  of  seed 
potatoes,     he  also  believes  in  turning  unaer  cov/peas  cr  other  leguminous 
cover  crop.     Our  arrival  at  Hugo  about  9:00  ended  t.ie  day. 


Cklaliooia  i ■  ot  e  3- on t '  d , 

On  the  foilo.=,iiig  day  several  votato  /ields  '.vers  inspected  in 
Choctav/  Count/.     3o:ae  2G  iTLOXibsrs  of  the  Clioctaw  boys  and  jirls  -lotato 
cluti  acccnapanied  tne  tour  and  some  of  their  potato  plots  '.vere  studied 
during^-  the  da.7,     JOine  s'o^'d  fields  v/ere  noted  but  the/  cerG  not  eoual 
to  those  visited  in  lacGurtain  Uo-unt/. 

Sat'orda/,  Cmie  2j  was  dG7oted  to  t-.e  inspection  of  potato  fields 
in  f-u3hcii-i,taha  Co'unt/  -.vhera  very  si,ailar  conditions  '.vera  noted  to  those 
in  Z'n.oo'ta.\y  doonty  e^vcept  timt  in  some  jjortions  of  the  county  visited 
there  had  been  a  fairly  heavy  rainfall  daring  the  preceding,  ni;-ht. 

Csneral  Coser  vat  ions-  as  a  rule  the  attendance  was  good  throu^dT.- 
out  the  v;eek,    i^ebraska  had  fo'ur  representatives  who  reiLained  v.dth  the 
tour  -until  Jriday  noon«    i^crtii  Jakota  had  one  attendant  \'ii0  reihained 
throughout  the  first  t":70  days.     ..innesota  was  repressn"ced  until  Thursday 
noon  tiy  '..jTc  and  ..uTs*  Pratt  of  xiast  Grand  i^'orks,  Minnc.      oo:ne  fertilizer 
and  railv;ay  officials  i^'ere  also  present.     Three  potato  t^TOv/ers  froru  ferry 
Kansas  are  also  taking  in  the  tour  ani  have  shOTm  considerable  interest 
in  the  cult'oral  practices  in  voi^-xe  in  southeastern  Oiiiahonia, 

Two  things  have  impressed  the  writer  on  this  potato  tour,  these 
are  the  seeraing  remoteness  of  many  coauercial  potato  fields  from  shipping- 
point  and  the  gexieral  rou^ness  of  the  side  roads  ov^r  7/nich  much  of  the 
potato  tour  seemed  -co  ue  routed ^       .-hile  -Ciany  -rov/ers  have  miich  to  learn 
concerning  potato  culture  tnere  is  a  sufficient  nuiaber  of  interested  grov/ 
ers  to  justify  the  belief  triat  the  next  five  years  ivill  witness  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  jroduction.. 


(Wm.  Stuart) 
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Berkeley,  Calif.  Kotes. 


Ivlaj  25,  1928. 


A  s^orvey  of  the  crop  conditions  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state 
shows  that  the  potato  crop  is  very  spotted.     In  sorae  localities  it  looks 
good  vvhile  in  others  it  has  sisffered  materially  from  lack  of  moistiore  and 
frost.       It  would  seem  frora  our  present  inforrraxion  that  the  potato  crop 
in  southern  California  will  not  be  larger  than  in  1S27.       1.;  the  Shafter 
district  the  crop  is  better  this  yea.r  thaii  last  becau.^e  there  has  not  been 
any  frost  damage.     Consideraole  losses  have,  however,  been  sustained  frora 
rotting  of  the  seed  pieces  and  frora  blackleg  or  what  appeared  to  be  that 
disease.      Last  year  in  aadition  to  frost  d.aiaage  the  Shafter  district  suf- 
fered severely  from  aphis  infestation.     It  icoks  now  as  if  this  section 
would  ship  700  carloads  this  season  as  against  400  last  year.     The  crop 
has  already  began  to  move. 

lii         Stockton  district  the  early  plantings,  taken  as  a  whole, 
look  very  poor.     For  the  most  part  tne  vines  are  spindly,  ha.ve  poor  color 
and  seem  to  be  much  affected  with  rhizoctonia.     Cwnsidert.ble  rotting  of 
seed  pieces  has  also  occurred.     The  potatoes  that  were  planted  in  April 
are  aboxit  6  inches  higli  arid  look  better.     Climati.c  conditions  the  latter 
part  of  April  and  first  part  of  May  were  vary  unfavorable.     We  are  con- 
tinuing our  work  in  an  attempt  to  improve  the  seed  by  eliminating  disease. 

(H.  G.  Zuckerman). 
Greeley,  Colo.  Notes.  June  11,  1928. 


The  weather  continues  to  be  cool  and  cloudy  with  occasional  showers 
Over  tv/o  inches  of  rain  fell  the  first  part  of  the  woek*      We  also  had  a 
light  hail  storm  at  the  station    the  first  part  of  the  week.      This  hail 
caused  some  damage  to  the  garden  crop  but  practically  no  damage  to  our 
field  crops. 

We  finished  planting  the  experimental  plots  of  pot^^toes  at  Greeley, 
Wednesday,  J"ane  7,  and  Thiirsday  and  Friday  a  seed  plot  was  planted  at  Este 
Park.  The  plot  at  Estes  is  always  planted  by  hand.  The  writer  found  the 
Beauty  of  Hebron  being  grown  at  Estes  under  the  n-ime  of  Longs  Peak.  It  is 
planned  to  plant  the  seed  plot  at  the  station  tomorrow.  The  seed  plot  is 
always  planted  on  the  tuber  unit  basis,  a  portion  of  the  plot  being  plant- 
ed v/ith  hill  selected  seed  frora  last  year's  seed  plot. 
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Go lor ado  Kotcs-Cont 'd. 

At  presont  v/e  i.re  culoivating  the  potato  .iroimd.     Ov;ing  to  tnc 
abundance  of  rainfp.ll  our  cultivating  h:;s  "been  delayed  c-md  we  have  ex- 
perieziced  some  difficulty  in  putting  the  ground  into  good  condition. 
The  method  vi/e  i^re  following  is  to  first  cultivc.te  rather  shallow  with 
a  narrow  shovel  cultivator.     After  a  half  a  day,  this  cultivation  is 
followed  "by  deep  cultivation  and  after  this  operation,  the  ground  is 
harrowed.     Following  this  xnethod  we  have  "been  ahle  to  put  the  ground  in 
very  good  physical  condition.     All  the  ground  is  ouite  badly  crusted  from 
the  heavy  rain.     Owing  tc  tlB  heavy  rains,  potato  planting  in  the  district 
will  be  later  than  usual. 

It  has  been  noted  that  many  of  the  farmers  are  only  now  begirining 
to  plt/Jit  their  potatoes,  wlnereas  ple/iting  in  ncrmal  se:.3ons  is  about  fin- 
ished at  this  time.     The  early  potato  crop  is  looking  exceptionally  good 
at  this  time. 

(V.'.  C.  Edmunds  on). 
Pres'-jue  Isle,  ke.  Notes.  June  12,  1928. 


We  have  had  four  days  of  rain  since  the  last  report.     Vi'ith  the  ex- 
ception of  a  shov/er  yesterday,  Sunday,  konday  and  today  have  been  fair. 
Much  rotting  of  potato  seed  is  reported  from  all  sections  of  the  county. 
SOiue  whole  fields  are  gone  and  are  being  harrowed  and  seeded  to  grain. 
All  low  spots,  even  on  land  of  high  elevicticn,  shew  rotten  seed.  Consid- 
erable acreage  is  still  to  be  planted  with  favoraole  weather.     It  is  very 
doubtful  if  much  increased  acreage  over  last  year  will  be  planted.  No 
figureo  are  available  on  the  acreage  loss  due  to  rot,  but  from  personal 
observation  of  the  writer  it  will  be  ifuite  largo. 

The  sprouting  experiment  was  plr.nted  on  Aroostook  ?arm,  June  11 
together  vdth  56  hill  selectiono  of  Spaulding  Rose  from  Gainesville,  Fla. 
These  selections  v;ere  treated  with  sodium  thiocyanate  before  planting. 
Vi/here  the  selections  were  large  enough  they  were  divided  and  part  planted 
as  a  check. 

The  seedlings  in  the  greenhouse  will  be  transplanted  tc  the  field 
next  week.     Vfe  have  beg-un  cultivation  and  h^rse-hoeing  on  our  plots  for 
the  second  time. 

(P.  M.  Lombard) . 

l/ashington,  D.  C.  Notes.  Jujie  14,  1928. 


The  weather  for  the  past  v;eek  has  been  variable.     On  Monday  it  was 
unseasonably  cool.     Since  then  it  has  been  hot  and  showery. 

The  potatoes  at  Arlington  Experimental  Farm,  Va.  are  inaking  rapid 
vine  vgrowth. 
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Washingtcn,  D.  C.  Fctes-Ccnt 

H.  H.  Campbell,  Ccunty  Agent,  Mineola,  N.  Y,,  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Dr.  Xtoi.  Stuart,  states  that  the  Eleventh  /uinual  Long  Island 
Potato  Tour  vi/ill  tie  held  June  27-28-;a9.      For  f-orther  irJ' ormation  write 
to  Ivlr.  Oamphell, 

(V/alter  M.  Peacock) 
Onley,  Va.  Notes.  •  June  2,  1926 


At  this  date  the  prospects  of  a  record  "breaking  potato  crop  in 
this  siction  are  not  so  good  as  they  were  tv/o  weeks  ago.     The  potatoes 
throu^out  Northampton  and  lower  Awccmack  Co^JUities  are  in  full  bloom 
but  most  of  the  plants  are  small  and  the  tubers  are  setting  too  close 
to  the  main  stem.     Jnless  rain  comes  soon  the  crop  will  be  short.  Most 
of  the  acreage  went  into  the  ground  during  Llarch.     On  may  14  considerable 
frost  damage  to  the  plants  occurred  over  most  of  Accomack  County.  M&ny 
predict  about  half  a  crop.     A  15,000  carlot  movement  is  considered  a  close 
estimate.        oraall  shipment  of  potatoes  left  Cape  Charles  on  M«y  26  and 
brought  iH55.00  per  barrel.     Regular  digging  will  not  start  until  the  week 
of  June  11. 

{ W.  0.  Strong)  . 

Virginia  Potato  To'or . 

County  Agent,  W.  0.  Strong,  annoimces  that  the  Sixth  ^'jinual  Potato 
Tour  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia  will  be  hold  on  Tiiursday,  June  21. 

Representatives  from  most  of  the  northeastern  part  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada  are  expected  to  be  in  attendance.      Visitors  are  in- 
vited to  corae  a  day  or  two  early  and  see  the  70,000  acres  of  Irish  Cobbler 
planted  on  the  Peninsula,     iiuto  accommodations  v/ill  be  provide!  free. 

The  V/orcester  County,  ivlaryland  tour  is  annouhed  for  June  22. 

( ^M.  Stuart ) . 

Oklahoma  N-tes.  June  11,  1926 


Atoka  and  Coal  C^-unties  were  scheduled  for  J^one  4  but  owing  to 
extremely  heavy  thunder  shwwers  on  the  4th  the  roads  were  made  impassable 
to  the  latter  county.      S-me  very  interesting  fields  of  Triumph  were  noted 
in  Atoka  Cwunty  during  the  day  and  several  4-H  Club  members*  potato  plots 
were  visited.      Tiie  night  was  spent  at  Aii;i.iiester  and  the  first  fields 
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Oiilahoma  Nutes-Cuiit  

visited  on  Tuesday  W3re  in  the  vicinity  of  Eui'aula.     A&  this  point  the 
party  hud  the  privilege  of  inspecting-  a  1-rge  acreage  of  Irish.  Cubhler 
which  was  exceptionally  free  fron  disease  and  had  made  a  heavy  vine  growth. 
The  rows  were  spaced  less  than  3  feet  apart  and  the  plants  corapletely 
obliterated  the  rows.     The  second  field  visited  contained  both  Triumph 
and  Irish  Gobbler  and  was  also  very  promising.     ±^  number  of  fields  were 
visited  during  the  lay  in  Mcintosh  and  Pittsb-urg  Counties  and  for  the 
most  part  were  fo"'Jurid  to  be  in  excellent  condition. 

Wednesday  was  spent  in  LeFlore  and  Segcyah  Counties  and  somewhat 
the  same  conditions  vi/ere  observed  as  in  the  preceding  counties  except 
that  a  greater  variety    of  seed  potatoes  were  noted,     ilewly  harvested 
Triumph  potatoes  were  being  loaded  at  Braden  and  were  said  to  be  fairly 
good  stock.       On  the  follovTing  day  potato  fie.lds  were  inspected  in  Ivius- 
kogee  County.      In  this  section  the  Irish  Cobbler  is  being  grown  to  a 
much  larger  extent  than  in  any  other  county.       J.  Vi/.  Taylor  cf  l/ebbers 
?alls,  has  between  300  and  400  acres  of  Irish  Gobbler.    Much  of  his  acreage 
had  made  an  extremely  satisfactory  gro\Hh  cxnd  gave  promise  of  a  heavy 
yield.    Mr.  Taylor  has  his  seed  potatoes  groTO  for  him  in  northwestern 
Minnesota  and  his  stock  proved  to  be  unusually  free  from  mosaic  and  other 
virus  diseases,    iir.  Taylor  follows  pouatoes  v;ith  v^ieat  and  hairy  vetch 
vi/hich  is  tunred  under  for  the  ensuing  potato  crop.     Some  dozen  or  more 

farms  were  visited  during  the  day  ending  up  with  inspection  of  R.  T. 

Payne  and  John  Brovm's  f;irms  on  which  a  conoiderable  acreage  of  Worth 

Dakota  Tri-oiiiph  seed  had  been  planted. 

The  tour  was  ended  with  field  inspections  of  potatoes  in  Vi/agoner 
County.       Some  excellent  fields  were  observed  during  the  day.     On  J.  C. 
Stone's  farm  those  in  attendance  had  a  good  oppcrtanity  to  study  the 
'  effect  of  freezing  and  of  protecting  the  plants  by  covering  them  with 
soil.       Some  large  acreages  were  noted  during  the  trip.  Out-of-tov/n 
guests  were  entertained  v/ith  a  bancuet  at  the  Severs  Hotel,  Muskogee, 
Friday  ni^t  by  the  Oklalioma  Potato  Growers  Association. 

General  impressions-  The  Third  Aramal  Oklahoma  Potato  Tour  was 
generally  well  attended  in  every  county  included  in  the  ton,-^day  itinerary 
and  go^d  interest  v-as  shown  on  the  pal?tof  most  growers  in  the  general 
discussions  in  the  field  relative  to  diseases,  culture,  fertilization,  etc. 
The  general  equality  of  the  seed  planted  had  evidently  been  good.  There 
were  some  exceptionally  good  lots  of  seed  and  fields  and  a  few  thatyfafher 
inferior  but  the  general  average  v/as  good.     The  Oklahoma  Potci,to  Grov;ers 
Association  f^arnished  a  large  portion  wf  the  seed  used  in  planting  the 
fields  visited.      The  crop  prospect  is  on  the  whole  rather  good  but  the 
price  prospect  is  n-t  so  encouraging.     It  would  appear  as  if  the  acreage 
increase  was  somewhat  out  of  lino  with  tne  probable  market  outlet. 
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Okl  aJioma  No  te  s -C cut . 


ivli.icii  croa.it  is  due  D.  C.  Llu^ring,  Extension  Orchrjrd  and.  Gordon 
Specialist  und  tc  the-  County  .^'igents  fcr  their  splendid  cocperaticn  in 
making  the  tour  a  stjucgss  and  tc  the  Oklancma  Put^-tc  Growers  Association 
fcr  their  ent ertairjnent  at  Ivluskcgoe. 


(Vto.  Stuart ) . 
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Greeley,  Solo,  ivotes. 


Ju^ie  18,  1928. 


TixB  weather  has  "been  partly  cloudy  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
week  with  occasional  showers  and  heavy  rains. 

We  finished  planting  the  seed  plot  Thursday.       The  seed  plot  was 
planted  on  the  tuber  uiiix  'basis.     Potatoes  planted  at  the  station  the  latter 
part  of  Eoay  are  now  heginning  to  germinate. 

We  "began  cutting  the  oid  alfalfa  hay  Th^ursday  and  will  possi"bly 
stack  hay  by  the  middle  of  the  week.      "we  "'Det^'an  irrigating  the  grain  today. 
It  is  believed  that  one  irrigation  mil  be  s^Jaficient  this  ;/ear  to  produce 
a  good  crop  of  grain  and  maintain  the  young  alfalfa  in  good  condition. 

Potato  planting  has  been  later  than  usu-al  in  the  Greeley  district 
this  year  but  it  is  believed  that  most  of  the  growers  will  finish  plruiting 
by  June  20. 

( W,  C .  Edirrund  son). 

Prescue  Isle,  Me.  iJotes.  J\;_ne  19,  1S28. 


The  weatner  for  tiie  past  v/eek  hi.s  been  fair  and  warm.     The  bulk  of 
the  pl^^Xiting  is  finisiied  cjad  cultivation  is  under  way. 

On  Aroostook  Farm  :..nd  adjoining  plots  we  f  mi  shied  cultivating  and 
horse-hoeing  Friday  for  the  second  time.     Saturday  two  plots  were  fitted 
for  the  1S28  seedlings.    liiondb,y  tnese  plots  v/ere  f-urro.ved  out  and  ferti- 
lized with  the  planter  having  disks  attached.     Fciloving  this  the  rows 
were  horse-hoed  with  disks  attached.     This  left  the  eoii  mello\7  for  from 
4-6  inches  in  depth  and  when  the  seedlings  wore  trrjisnianted  today  the  soil 
was  in  perfect  condition,  it  being  possible  to  open  up  uhe  soil  with  the 
hand  to  set  the  plants.     This  is  the  second  year  we  he.:s  followed  this 
method.     Lc^st  year  v;e  lost  practically  no  plants  from  lack  of  moisture 
following  transplanting.      Previous  years  the  loss  of  plants  has  been  heavy 
using  the  open  furoow.     About  £800  seedlings  were  transplanted  today.  .  The 
bala.nce,  or  a  total  of  4500  will  be  put  out  tcmorro'w. 

The  Oounty  Agents  of  this  state  are  to  visit  Aroostook  Farm,  July  14 
to  look  over  both  State  and  F«ideral  experimental  work, 

(P.  M.  Lombard; . 

Ho Imdel,  2.ionmouth  County.  N.  J.       t  :•  s .  J'une  20,  1928.  

Quite  a  reraarkable  3e:;.son  in  the  life  of  the  ctirrent  potato  crop  has 
reached  the  blooming  stage.       "LAle  the  crop  T;ent  in  under  fine  conditions 
the  next  six  v/eeks  were  cold  and  the  seed  sprouted  slowly  and  made  little 
growth  •until  within  the  past  two  weeks  when  they  have  fairly  jumped  ahead, 
though  they  do  not  "close  the  rows"  yet.     We  have  had  mucn  rain,  and  often, 
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so  that  at  no  time  hus  the  crop  wanted  moisture  f.nd  :wMy  expected  "bad  re- 
sults from  so  much  moisture  during  iviay.      However,  the  crop  locks  luxuri- 
antly healthy  -  seemingly  there  we.s  no  disease  work  among  the  plants. 
MOst  of  the  farmers  used  the  new  disinfectants  on  their  seed  last  spring 
(this  season)  "but  it  is  toe  early  to  even  guess  at  the  results  of  the  seed 
treatment.     No  one,  knom  to  the  writer,  in  the  eastern  part  of  korjnouth 
County,  N.  J,  has  sprayed  this  season  and  not  until  this  week  was  it  neces- 
sary to  dust  for  "bugs. 

The  fields  are  free  of  weeds  so  far  -  thanks  to  the  use  of  the  harrow 
and  weeder  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  plants'  lives.     The  idea  is 
growing  among  o"ar  farmers  that  the  principal  object  of  cultivation  is  to 
keep  the  weeds  controlled  and  not  to  rip  up  the  soil  as  of  old.       The  first 
and  only  deep  cultivation  is  when  the  pl^^nts  can  "be  rov;ed  across  the  field. 
Thereafter  care  is  ~iised  not  to  disturb  tne  roots  of  the  plant  as  they  spread 
out  in  search  of  plant  food.       The  ''set"  appears  to  "be  good.     The  danger  of 
"blight  due  to  the  damp  v;eather  and  soft  luxm-iant  foliage  is  causing  some 
concern  aaiong  tlie  older  growers.     V/ith  fr-irly  dry,  simny  weather  from  ncv/  on 
the  crop  in  Kion-aouiih  County,  New  Jersey  should  "be  unusurilly  good. 

(Theron  M:cCamp"bell ) . 

Washington,  D.  C.  Nct-S.  June  22,  1928. 


Until  a  couple  ^f  days  ago  the  potato  experiments  at  Arlington  Exper- 
imental Farm,  7a,  were  si^Tering  "oocause  of  insufficient  ayaila"ble  soil 
moisture.     With  tne  heavy  shower  tiiis  morning  there  should  be  enough  moisture 
for  tne  next  two  weeks. 

The  potato  vines  nov;  completely  cc  ver  the  7.2  inch  rows.     The  tubers 
are  about  the  size  of  large  hen  eggs  and  there  is  a  good  set  of  tubers.  With 
sufficient  moisture  until  the  middle  of  July  the  yield  will  be  large. 

The  potato  markets  have  "been  in  a  sluggi.  sh  condition  and  the  prices 
disc  cur  agingly  low  during  tie  past  week.     The  onipments  from  both  North  and 
South  Carolina  have  been  usually  heavy  this  year.     The  daily  shipri^.ent  of  old 
and  new  potatoes  has  averaged  about  1100  cars.     Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
are  the  two  leading  states  in  the  shipment  of  potatoes. 

On  the  ISth  of  this  month  the  North  Carolina  growers  were  receiving 
v^l.50-$1.60  per  barrel  i^r  Iri  sh' Cobblers  and  the  Virginians  $2.00  per  barrel 
for  the  same  variety.      A  year  ago  these  growers  were  selling  their  potatoes 
for  <flj5o00-^5.75  per  barrel,     The  lower  prices  cf  this  year  are  caused  by  over- 
production. 

V/.  J.  Reid,  Jr.  from  the  Entomological  Station  of  the  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.  , 
Chadburne,  N.  C.j  ?rc;f.  C.  P.  Close,  U=  S.  Dept.  cf  Agr.,  V/ashington,  D.  C; 
James  Ec  Morrison,  G  ronty  Agent,  Sterling,  Colo.;  R.  H.  Pelts,  District  Ad- 
visor, Port  Collins,  Colo.;  G.  P.  Smith,  County  Ae,e^it,  Longmcnt,  Colo.;and 
Vfe.  P.  Drcge,  County  Agent ,  Rocky  Pord,  Colo,  viewed  the  potato  experiments 
at  iurlington  Experimental  Parm,  Va.  cn  Ifednesday. 

(Walter  M.  Peacock) 
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Jane  25,  1928. 


The  first  of  the  week  .87  of  an  inch  of  rain  foil.     The  rain  was 
accompanied  with  so^ue  wind  and  as  a  result  of  the  soil  condition  together 
v;ith  thw  wind,  ahoui;  half  of  0"ur  barley  lodged.      Soirie  of  the  oarlej  has 
since  come  up  and  it  is  juite  proha'cle  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  "barley 
can  be  harvested  if  we  have  no  fut^ore  heavy  rains.     Quite  frequently  v.'hen 
the  grain  gees  dov;;n  the  young  alfalfa  is  smothered  out.     The  Greeley  district 
is  now  in  the  midst  of  haying.      One  field  of  old  hay  was  stacked  last  Briday 
at  the  station  and  we  have  another  field  of  hay  which  v;e  hope  to  he  able  to 
stack  by  the  middle  of  the  week. 

The  early  potato  crop        looking  exceptionally  well  at  this  time  and 
it  is  believed  that  some  grov;er3  will  probably  start  digging  about  the  8th 
or  10th  of  July.     The  late  crop  is  now  germinating  b-ut  it  is  too  early  to 
estimate  the  percentage  of  stand.      As  statedin  provio '-s  notes  to  "The  Eye'', 
the  planting  of  the  lute  crop  extended  over  a  much  Icn-^er  period  this  year 
due  to  rainy  weather.     We  began  cultivating  potatoes  Saturday.     This  vjIII  do 
the  third  cultivation  for  the  potatoes  at  the  stalicno     We  also  are  planning 
on  beginning  sprayiiig  this  week  for  tne  potato  flea  beetle. 

The  writer  returned  home  Saturday  fro;i  a  trip  to  i.Iinneapolis ,  after 
attending  the  international  Rot.-iry  Convention  in  that  city.      It  v/as  noted 
throiagh  Nebraska  that  that  section  had  been  visited  by  very  hecu,vy  rains 
daring  the  past  week,      Hoavy  rr.ins  ware  encountered  through  Nebraska  on  the 
trip  east  and  also  on  the  return  trip  and  !ri;4ny  of  the  fields  appeared  to  be 
badly  flooded.    Ptainy  weather  appears  to  have  been  quite  generr,l  through 
this  district. 

(W.  0.  Edmunds on). 

Presque  Isle.  Mc.  Notes.  ■  J^ane  .-'.5,  1928.  


Wq  have  transplanted  the  potato  seedlings,  which  have  been  growing 
in  the  greenhouse,  in  the  field.      The  total  number  set  out  was  4130.  The 
plants  were  of  good  size,  those  of  some  lots  biing  12  to  16  inches  in  height. 
Two  of  the  most  vigorous  lots  were  the  progenies  obtained  by  crossing  Triunph 
v/ith  Seedling  No.  24:642  and  by  crossing  Irish  Coboler  with  Green  llouitain. 
In  the  progeny  of      cross  betv/oen  two  seedlings  of  R-oral  lineage  the  plrnts 
rarely  exceeded  S  inches  in  height.     As  the  plants  were  being  taken  up  in 
the  greenhouse  for  tran.sportation  to  the  field  it  was  possible  to  eliminate 
a  small  percentage  which  were  weak  or  had  undesirable  foliage  characteristics. 


(a.  F.  Clark). 
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Presque  Isle,  w  .  Notes.   Jan.e  26,  .1926.  

The  weath.-r  h:-s  "been  warm  and  dry  for  the  past  v;eek  up  to  Sundu-j  when 
a  much  needed  shower  came  giving  us  l/2  inch  of  rain.     All  crops  in  general 
are  looking  good  with  the  exception  of  grain  which  has  improved  in  appearance 
since  the  shower. 

Cultivi.tion  is  still  in  progress  on  our  plots  and  part  of  them  have  been 
hcind  hoed  icr  weeks. 

Spraying  will  not  begin  lontil  no-xt  week.     To  date  the  writer  has  not 
seen  any  Colorado  potato  beetles.    Usually  they  are  very  abundant  as  soon  as 
the  potato  vines  are  throu^i  the  ground. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

ivloorhead,  Minn,  Notes.  *  June  19,  1928. 


The  following  potato  tour  is  being  planned  in  niinnesota;- 

Tu.esday,  J«.iy  31,  j-::.st  Central  K.^nnosota  district. 

Wednesds^y,  Au-t^.l,  Leltrami  CoJ-aty. 

Thursday,  Aug,  2,  Puxk  County  (C.'ookston  and  E^st  Cr^aid  Furks). 

Friday,  Aa-^.  3,  Kittson  Cu_iity  (W.        corner  of  state). 

(E.  M.  Gillig)  . 


Deerfield,  N .  J .  Not^s.  June  £9,  1928. 


The  early  crop  in  tnis  section  and  nearby  points  never  looked  better. 
Last  Saturday  the  big  vigorous  vines  were  in  full  bloom^      They  not  only 
look  good  above  the  groujid  but  are  set  v.'eli  with  i.-trge  tubers  for  the  present 
stage  of  development.     One  of  the  le.:..ding  growers  told  the  writer  that  he 
a,nd  several  other  growers  would  ricrvest  a  400  bushel  crop  this  year.  There 
are  not  only  prospects  for  I'-.rge  yields  per  acre  but  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  acreage  planted  tnis  year  in  this  vicinity. 

Within  the  past  fevi/  years  Deerfield  has  been  one  of  the  largest  shippin,; 
points  of  high  grade  potatoes  in  So'cth  Jersey.     The  soil  is  very  fertile,  kept 
in  a  high  state  of  cultivationj,  and  is  well  adapted  to  potato  production. 

(Vfelter  IvI.  Peacock)  . 


Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada.  Notes.  June  28,  1928 


According  to  Vice  Consul  E.  H.  Gunsauius,  fertilizer  orders  were  in- 
creased this  year.     The  Prince  Sdv/ard  Island  Potato  Grov/ers  Association 
imported  about  35,000  tons  of  fertilizer,  an  increase  of  11,000  tons  over  last 
year,  which  indicates  a  large  extension  in  the  acreage  planted  for  seed  potatoe 
on  the  Island  this  year. 

(felter  M.  Peacock) , 
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Wa shi ngt on )  D .  d  Notes. 


Showers  are  a.lmcst  a  daily  occxirrence  and  fre;-Luently  several  within 
twenty-four  hours  during  the  past  week*     There  is  encu^i.  moisture  in  the 
soil  to  produce  a  big  yield  of  potatoes  at  the  Arlington  Experimental  Farm, 
Va. 

The  plants  in  the  potato  experiments  are  growing  and  showing  signs  of 
maturing  on  the  Arlington  Experimaatal  Farm,  Ya.     The  vines  are  now  so  large 
that  they  over-lap  from  one  row  tc  another.      It  is  almost  next  to  being  im- 
possible to  tell  where  the  rows  are  by  just  looking  than  over  because  of  the 
size  of  the  plants. 

The  main  scene  of  shipping  activities  is  now  shifting  to  the  Virginia- 
Maryland  peninsula.     According  to  a  report  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,  dated  June  26,  1S28,-  "South  Carolina  potato  season  is  almost  fin- 
ished and  North  Carolina's  pee^k  is  past.     Virginia  took  the  lead  last  week 
with  525  cars  from  the  Norfolk  section  and  2,550  cars  from  Eastern  Shore. 
North  Carolina  decreased  slightly  to  2,275  carsj  Alabama  was  still  shipping 
500  a  week,  and  Oklahoma  increased  tc  480  cars;  California's  total  was  165 
cars.     The  i^iarj^land  season  was  starting,  and  July  supplies  promise  to  be 
heavy.    Hecent  reports  from  Kew  Jersey  indicate  good  crop  prospects  there, 
and  the  Kaw  Valley  of  Kansa.s  nov/  expects  a  record  production  of  6,000  or 
7,000  carloads.    Yields  in  a  nuTiber  of  the  Southern  States  have  been  higher 
than  expected.     Alabama  has  already  shipped  3,000  cars  of  potatoes,  com- 
pared with  2,100  last  year.      Elorida's  total  will  reach  7,700  cars.     The  past 
week's  total  output  increased  further  to  6,S15  cars,  or  1,000  more  thaii  a  year 
ago."' 

On  june  25,  potatoes  at  North  Carolina  shipping  points  were  selling  for 
§1.25  to  $1.35  per  165  lb,  cloth  top  stave  barrel  and  at  Sa.starn  points  for 
<^1.50  to  $1.50.     The  difference  in  prices  in  xhe  above  states  are  due  to  North 
Carolina  being  farther  from  market. 

On  the  Washington,  3.  C.  market  thiij  morning  potatoes  from  North  Caro- 
lina and  Eastern  Shore  were  seiliiig  for  §2.50  per  barrel  for  fancy  stock.  In 
fact  all  the  new  potatoes  that  the  writer  saw  on  the  riarket  v/ere  hi^  grade 
stock.     It  is  doubtful  v/hether  V7ashington  nas  ever  received  better  graded  stoc 
except  a  few  put  up  in  fancy  packages.     The  stock  on  the  Washington  market 
this  morning  coming  from  North  Carolina  Wc.s  slightly  larger  in  size  and  perhap 
more  mature  than  those  from  Eactern  Shore.       Old  potatoes  were  moving  slowly  r 
the  Washington  market  at  .fl.50  per  sack. 

With  prospects  for  Izivge  yields  from  potato  sections  farther  north  it 
does  not  seem  advisable  to  hold  potatoes  this  year  for  a  later  market. 


(Walter  M.  Peacock) 
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Greeley,  Colo.  Kotes. 


July  2,  1926. 


Thursday,  1.43  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  at  the  station,  v;hile  the  follow- 
ing day,  2.06  inches  of  rain  fell  in  a  very  short  period  of  time.     The  Friday 
rain  v;as  accompanied  by  a  hail  storm  that  did  considerable  darmge  to  crops  in 
various  sections  throughout  the  Greeley  disurict.     At  the  station,  very  little 
damage  was  done  by  hail.     The  water,  hc-.vever,  flooded  the  crops  quite  badly. 
The  barley  was  laid  fiat  \7ith  the  heavy  rsin.       Vihile  the  potatoes  and  beans 
were  torn  to  some  extent,  it  is  believed  that  they  will  still  produce  a  good 
crop.      At  the  same  time  the  hail  and  heavy  rain  -nas  doing  its  damage,  a 
cyc.]-one  was  working  destruction  about  fourteen  miles  scuthv/egt  of  Greeley, 
Two  people  y/ere  killed  and  thirtj  or  forty  injured.     Thaisis  is  probably  the 
first  cyclone  that  has  visited  this  section  of  the  country.     It  is  impossible 
to  estimate  at  this  tire  the  amount  of  danage  caused  ''^y  the  ha,:l.     Tlie  grain 
and  beans  throu^^out  the  district  seem  to  hr.ve  svifferod  most  :and  in  most 
instances,  I  believe  that  the  potatoes  and  beans  will  recover  sufficiently  to 
make  a  fair  crop. 

Xia  finished  stacking  hay  at  the  station  \7ednesday  and  also  finished  . 
cultivating  all  potato  plots.     We  began  cul ti va,t  ing  tiB  potatoes  again  "iiiis 
morning  for  a  heavy  crust  had  formed.      Sr ,  Li^t,  en.tcrrc.1  ogist  of  the  Colorado 
Agricultural  College;  was  at  the  station  Th"^arsday  aii:'-  J^tiperviped  the  spraying 
of  a  two-acre  plot  for  the  potato  flee  beetle,      Gcalciiuii  arsenate  v/as  used  at 
the  rate  of  three  pounds  to  one  h'ondred  g:Mlons  of  water. 

(W.  C.  Edmtmdson). 

Presque  Isle,  Maine  I'otes»  C:-a.ly  3,  1S28. 


The  v/eather  for  the  past  week  h:.-.s  been  very  warm,  with  several  showers - 
a  total  rainfall  for  J-ane  of  2c,2&  inches.     Over  a  third  of  this  fell  Saturday 
ni^t,  June  23. 

Ideal  growing  weather  has  pr-3vailed  and  all  crops  are  making  a  splendid 
growth.     We  began  spraying  our  plots  yestorday  for  the  first  time  and  weather 
permitting  we  will  finish  all  of  our  plots  tomorrow.      Potato  bugs  are  very 
scarce  so  far  this  season.    No  poison  is  being  used  in  the  first  application 
of  Bordeaux  mixture. 

The  writer  still  lacks  reliable  data  on  the  loss  of  potatoes  during 
the  heavy  Ivlay  rains,    I\/[aay  fields  have  been  planted  over  and  the  general 
opinion  is  that  two  per  cent  v;ill  cover  tue  los3. 


(P.  M.  Lombard) . 


Snow  Kill,  Md.  Notes. 


June  28,  1926. 


The  potcito  crop  in  this  section  is  not  nerarly  so  hea\;y  as  last  year 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  acreage  is  about  12  per  cent  greater.  The 
quality  of  the  stock  being  harvested  is  excellent  .-^nd  .iealers  iiave  agreed 
to  ship  only  U.  3.  No.  1  potatoes.     The  price,  hOvvever,  is  v^ry  unsatisfactory, 
U.  S.  No.l's  in  cloth  top  stave  barrels  are  only  brirging  9I.50  per  barrel. 
It  is  hoped  that  after  the  North  Carolina  crop  is  out  of  the  way  bettor  pricef. 
will  prevail. 

(H.  T.  GrcJit.  Go^mty  Aoen", 
(Worcester  Cu'ca-zy. 

Madison.  V^is.  Notes .   June  27,  1928. 


ffroiu  reports  received  from  several  potato  growing  centers,  conditions 
are  considered  very  satisfactjry  at  this  dc.te,  as  regards  the  potato  crop. 
The  plants  in  most  sections  are  just  coming  tlirough  th  ;  grcuj-id..     In  cjrt::Jn 
sections  ivhcre  an  early  crop  has  been  planted  the  stand  and  vine  growth  are 
reported  excellent.     Rainfall  has  been  adequate,  and  the  crop  has  made  satis- 
factory growth. 

Seed  potato  applications  are  being  received  at  the  Horticultural 
Department  with  indications  of  lively  interest  in  certified  worK  this  season.. 
The  first  inspection  will  begin  about  July  15., 

Local  committees  are  at  work  in  the  producing  sections  along  the  route 
of  the  1928  potato  tour  to  perfect  programs  uiid  loc-,1  arr:;ngements  for  the  tour 
An  unusually  favoraole  opportimity  will  be  presei.ted  this  year  oo  inspect  rel- 
atively large  blcrics  i.i'  seed  obtained  from  several  seed  pooato  producing  centers 

No  \mfavcrable  conditions  of  any  importance  have  been  encountered  thus 
far  this  season  to  damage  the  potato  cr..XJ. 

(J.  G.  Milward). 

Washington,  D.  C.  Notes.  July  o,  1928. 


The  weather  diu^ing  the  v.'eek  hr.s  been  hot  and  dry  with  the  exception  of 
a  very  iight  shcv/er. 

The  writer  has  spent  the  -jveek  working  on  experimental  data. 

The  market  continiies  dull  with  heavy  shipments.     The  .Eastern  Shore  oi 
Virginia  and  Maryland  will  ship  heavily  dur  ing  the  month  of  July.     South  Jersey 
will  start  to  furnish  the  local  markets  of  Philadelphia,  Atlantic  City  and 
seashore  resorts  v/ith  New  Jersey  Irish  Cobblers  about  the  middle  of  this  months 
Central  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island  will  soon  follow  South  Jersey  and  supply 
the  markets  in  northern  New  -^ersey  and  Nevi/  York  v;ith  potatoes.     'The  Nev;  Jersey 
crop  is  reported  to  be  l£,rger  than  last  year.     A  large  per  cent  of  the  potatoes 
grown  on  Long  Island  and  in  New  Jersey  are  ha-aled  to  market  in  trucks. 


(Walter  M.  Peacock). 
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Long  Island  Notes >  July  6,  1928 

Tiae  eleventh  annual  Long  laiand  potato  tour  which  was  held,  June  27  to 
29,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Nassau  and  Suffolk  County  Furm  Bureaus  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  "best  ever  held  by  these  two  organiziations.     The  weather  was 
ideal  throughout  the  tour  with  the  exception  of  the  last  feature  which  con- 
sisted of  a  dinner  at  Mattituck  and  after  dinner  speaking  during  which  time 
it  rained  more  or  less. 


The  tour  left  iidneola  promptly  at  9:00  A.  M.  Wednesday,  Jiine  27,  and 
the  day's  program  included  seven  stops  for  the  inspection  of  seed  source  trial 
plots,  two  of  which  were  Irish  Cubhler,  four  Green  Mountain  and  one  of  both 
varieties.      Some  interesting  differences  were  observable  in  the  21  lots  of 
Green  Mountain  seed.      One  of  these  lots  shov/ed  an  average  mosaic  disease 
count  of  21  per  cent,  another  lot  averaged  19.5  and  a  third  18  per  cent.  Only 
one  of  the  17  lots  of  Irish  Cobbler  seed  stock  showed  a  mosaic  disease  count. 
In  this  particular  lot  there  was  3  per  cent.    One  lot  registered  0.5  per  cent 
of  leaf  roll  and  another  6  per  cent.     Only  one  lot  showed  the  presence  of 
spindle  tuber  but  the  infection  was  sligiit  (0,5  per  cent).      On  the  whole  the 
various  lots  of  seed  gave  every  indication  of  making  a  satisfactory  crep, 
Tlie  cQ.rjuerciai  potato  fields  observed  diu-ing  fas  first  day's  tour  had  itacle  c 
satisfactory  growth  and  should  make  good  yields. 

Brief  talks  were  made  at  each  stop  during  the  day,  Dr.  H.  G.  Huckett, 
entomologist  of  the  Long  Island  Research  Farm  discussed  the  dusting  o-nd  spray- 
ing of  potatoes  for  the  control  of  insect  pests,  particularly  the  flea  beetles, 
aphids  a,nd  the  potato  leaf  hoppers.     Little  effective  control  has  as  yet  been 
obtained  in  the  control  of  the  first  brood  of  the  flea  beetle.    Dr,  K.  H. 
Fernow  explained  the  reasons  for  seed  certification,  v/hile  iVIaine  seed  certifi- 
cation was  explained  by  E.  L.  Newdick,  chief  inspector  for  Ulaine,     At  another 
stop  Dr.  E.  E,  Clayton  discussed  potato  diseases  and  their  control.  Market 
demands  in  relation  to  qiality  in  potatoes  was  the  subject  of  a  talk  by  Dr. 
E.  V.  Hardenburg.    Emphasis  was  placed  on  the  importance  of  growing  good 
quality  stock  and  of  properly  grading  it.     The  spraying  of  potatoes  was  handled 
by  Dr.  Charles  Chupp,  who  emphasized  the  necessity  of  thorough  work.  Seed 
certification  in  the  Dominii^  oi  Cfuaada  was  discussed  by  Dr.  H.  T.  Gussow,  who 
explained  the  seed  certification  rules  under  which  the  Canadian  seed  potato 
inspection  service  is  conducted  and  of  the  desire  to  make  it  as  thorough  as 
possible.    At  the  last  field  stop,  which  was  at  the  trial  grounds  of  the 
Kroemer  Seed  Company,  those  in  attendance  had  an  opportunity  to  inspect  small 
trial  plots  of  seed  representing  carlots  which  had  been  handled  by  the  firm. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  plots  shovved  the  effects  on  germination  and  vine 
growth  of  potatoes  on  land  which  had  received  a  heavy  application  of  ferti- 
lizer but  which  hatt  been  poorly  mixed  with  the  soil.     Fertilizer  injury  was 
quite  noticeable  and  served  as  a  good  object  lesson  to  the  growers.     The  day 
was  ended  with  an  eveing  session  at  the  State  School  of  Applied  Agriculture  at 
Farmingdale,  where  the  party  remained  over  nigtit. 

Left  Farmingdale  Thursday  morning  for  a  two  days'  tour  in  Suffolk  County 
^,         A  Green  Mountain  seed  source  -demonstration  on  the  farm  of  Ralph  Dodge  at 

Greenlawn  was  the  object  of  the  first  stop.     The  second  stop  was  at  the  farm 
of  M.  S.  Warner  where  another  Green  Mountain  seed  source  demonstration  was 
inspected  and  an  address  of  welcome  given  those  present  by  J.  C.  Ccrwith, 
president  of  the  Suffolk  County  Farm  and  Home  Bureau  Associations. 
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Dr.  Karl  Fjrnow  iiscussed  the  identif iccticn  cf  degoneraticn  diseases  at  this 
point.     The  fcllcvung  stop,  which  was  the  third       the  daj's  program,  gave 
the  party  an  opportunity  to  study  a  time  of  cutting  seed  and  storage  demonstra- 
tion.    So-ed  had  been  cut  March  1,  8,  and  15  and  held  in  "bags,  "barrels  ojid 
crates  until  time  of  planting  -  April  18  -    Other  seed  had  "been  cut  on  March  2 
and  10  and  held  in  room  temperatures  uf  36°-40°  o.nd  60°F.     Those  held  at  60°F 
(     in  a  "bag  shc^7^d  a  peer  stand. 

The  potato  tour  stopped  for  lunch  at  the  Long  Island  Vegeta^ble  Research 
Farm.     After  lunchscen  brief  talks  vsere  made  "by  Dr.  V/essells  and  his  associates 
in  which  they  explained  the  chief  feattires  of  the  investigati cnal  work  in 
which  thej  were  engaged,  this  "being  followed  "by  personally  conducted  tours 
around  the  experimental  plots.     An  interesting  feature  of  the  work  was  that 
pertaining  to  potatoes  on  which,  stu'dles  are  "being  made  in  cultivation,  insect 
control,  diseases,  fertilizers,  cover  crops,  soil  acidity,  and  size  of  experi- 
mental plot.     The  soil  acidity  plots  proved  of  distinct  interest  to  many  of  tl: 
growers  on  account  of  the  size  and  appearance  of  plants  growing  on  soil  of 
various  degrees  of  acidity. 

The  afternoon  was  devoted  principally  to  a  study  of  the  use  of  the 
tractor  in  spraying  and  cultiv-.ting  the  potato  crop.     On  some  farms  all  the 
operations  pertaining  to  potato  culttire  which  involve  the  use  cf  implements 
are  performed  with  the  tractor.    For  excjiple,  a  Fordson  tractor  ^n  the  horse- 
less farm  of  E.  W.  Van  Brunt  of  Southampton  was  operating  a  sprayer.  A 
Farm-Al  tractor  v;as  being  used  on  the  farm  of  L.  E.  Downs  to  cultivate  potatoe 
while  L.  Fowler  and  Shner  Sayre  were  using  Tore  tractors  for  cultivating  and 
spro,ying  respectively.     J.  C.  Corwith  and  Hervey  Rose  are  also  converts  to  the 
use  of  the  tractor  in  planting,  cultivating  arcL  spraying.     Supper  was  served 
at  the  Water  Mill  Community  House  after  which  an  evening  program  was  rendered. 
The  most  interesting  feature  was  a  discussion  of  efficient  spraying  in  which, 
a  number  participated. 

The  north  shore  of  Long  Island  was  taken  in  on  Friday,  the  first  stop 
being  made  at  the  farm  of  H:  J.  Heeve  arii  Son  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
one  of  the  G-re en  Mountain  source  of  seed  plots  and  of  listening  to  a  talk  by 
Prof.  G.  H.  Crosby  on  "Leaf  Hopper  Control."      At  the  farm  cf  Russell  Sill'eck; 
Nassau  Point  there  was  an  opportu^iity  to  compare  various  grades  of  Maine 
certified  and  uncertified  seed.     At  this  p^int  Dr.  E.  S.  Schultz  discussed 
the  lots  of  seed  and  personally  conducted  the  party  thorough  his  disease  plot 
in  mich  were  planted  the  various  types  of  virus  aiseases.       ^  Irish  Gobbler 
seed  source  demonstration  was  next  studied  on  the  farm  of  Henry  Jennings  and 
the  object  of  such  demonstrations  was  explained  by  N.  A.  Talmage.      At  this 
point  also  H.  L.  Bailey  discussed  the  seed  certification  inspection  service 
in  "\AeniLont.        On  the  farm  of  Fred  Tabor  oi  Orient  there  was  an  opportrunity 
to  study  a  high  analysis  fertilizer  tost.     Some  interesting  differences  in 
vine  grovrth  were  observed.       The  final  fueld  stop  was  made  at  the  farm  of  Rufu' 
Tuthill  where  an  Irish  Cobbler  seed  source  aemonstraticn  v/as  located.  The 
feature  talk  at  this  point  was  a  disc"ussion  cf  "\toat  seed  improvemient  means  in 
the  Dominion  of  Canada."  by  chiof  inspector  John  Tucker. 

The  closing  session  of  the  tour  wots  held  at  the  Marratooka  Club  near 
i(/ii.ttituck  wht;re  dinner  was  served  anl  a  prcgraru  Cv.nsi sting  of  talks  on  "Is 
certification  the  limit  of  possible  improveiEnt  in  the  quality  cf  seed 
potatoes"?  by  J.  R,  Livermcre,  and  "Factors  influenciiig  the  den^and  for  Long 
island  potatoes"'  by  J.  M.  McGauley,  a  wholesaler  of  New  York  City. 
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Impre  s  si  ens  of  the  Tour-  Taken  as  a  wiicle  the  appearance  and  general 
Conditicn  cf  the  pctatc  crop  in  both  Nassau  ani  Suffolk  Counties  is  indicative 
of  a  heavy  yield  provided  no  unfavorable  ccn^iLticns  are  encountered.     Some  late 
"blight  was  observed  in  tvjo  fields  and  in  one  at  least  was  in  an  active  condition 
of  grovyth.     Spraying  on  i^ong  IslcJid  ';±Lile  apparently  made  at  sufficiently  fre- 
quent intervals  is  not  thorou^  enough  in  any  one  application  to  he  effective 
in  case  of  a  late  bli^t  epidemic  because  every  sprayer  noted  only  contained 
one  nozzle  to  the  row.      The  care  with  lAhich  all  details  of  the  potato  tour  hs.d 
been  worked  out  by  the  Faun  Bureau  leaders  -  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Foster  of 
Nassau  and  Suffolk  Counties,  and  the  thoroughly  businesslike  manner  in  which 
the  ^Aiiole  program  was  carried  out  on  schedule  time  is  deserving  O'f  much  credit. 


(to.  Stus,rt )  . 
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{    Greeley,  Colo.  Notes.  July  10.  1928. 


Friday,  .43  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell.     Sone  hail  accompanied  the  rain 
Uit  no  damage  was  done  to  crops  at  the  station.      Other  sections,  however, 
reported  some  hail  damage.      Most  all  sections  of  the  Greeley  district  have 
had  some  hail  this  year. 

The  seed  "bean  crop  has  heen  greatly  damaged  and  n-umerous  fields  have 
already  heen  disked  up.    The  seed  hoans  at  the  station  have  been  destroyed 
"by  bacteria  blight  and  fusariuin.     The  potatoes  at  the  station  are  looking 
very  good  at  this  time.    All  plots  have  received  two  cultivations  since  the 
heavy  rain  of  last  week.     Today,  wo  are  spraying  all  plots  for  the  pot-, to 
flea  beetle,  using  Bordeaux  mi::ture  and  calcium  arsenate. 

(Vlf.  C.  Edraundson). 


Pros que  Isle,  Me.  Ro t e s .  July  10,  1928. 


The  v/cathor  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  hot  and  dry.    Rain  is 
needed  for  all  growing  crops. 

Spraying  with  poison  for  bugs  and  Bordeaux  mixture  for  the  control  of 
blight  began  in  earnest  this  week.    Early  blight  has  been  found  in  a  fev/  field 
In  Aroostook,  Alternaria  (early  blight)  very  rarely  develops  to  the  point 
where  it  causes  severe  damage. 

On  Aroostook  Farm  axid  adjacent  plots  we  are  spraying  with  Bordeaux 
mixture  and  calcium  arsenate.  Potato  bu.gs  are  not  plentiful  but  there  are 
enough  to  call  for  an  application  of  poison. 

As  mentioned  in  earlier  notes  the  couniy  agents  of  the  several 
counties  are  to  visit  the  various  lines  of  work  on  Aroostook  Paim,  July  14. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Washington,  D.  G.  Motes.  '  July  15,  1928. 

The  writer  has  spent  most  of  this  v/eok  in  preparation  of  planting 
experiments  on  the  Arlington  Experimental  Fanm,  Va.  next  v/eek. 

Tiie  potato  vines  in  the  experiments  planted  in  April  on  the  Arlington 
Experimental  Farm  are  beginning  to  roatv.re  and  a  high  yield  is  e:;cpected. 


(Walter  M.  Peacock). 
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WasMngton,  D.  C.  Uotos. 


July  13.  1928. 


The  wcc.ther  for  the  past  v/oek  hp,s  heen  r.athcr  oppressive]^  \vo,rm  -?,nd 
dry.     Thunder  sho^i'crs  \7odnesd?,y  evening  rind  rp.in  Hhursdny  night  and  Friday 
mcrning  has  served  to  temper  the  heat  ,and  provide  much  needed  raoisttire  to 
the  grov/ing  crops.     It  is  plocsf^ntly  cool  this  forenoon  and  generally  cloudy 
thus  far.        The  v/riter  planted  some  tu"ber- indexed  Jersey  Red  Skin  potatoes 
on  the  12th  and  plans  to  make  the  third  planting  of  this  variety  July  14  in 
a  planting  date  experiment  to  determine  the  approximate  time  of  planting  the 
Jersey  Hed  Skin  to  get  the  largest  yields.    A  fourth  planting  v/ill  "be  made 
on  July  26. 

Potato  tours.-  The  following  potato  tours  arc  scheduled  for  July  and 
August. (1)  Itinerary  of  Louisiana's  annual  interstate  potato  tour  of 
certified  Triumph  seed  producing  sections:-  Juij-J^  ]_6-21  in  Colorado;  July 
23-28  in  Idaho;  August  1-10  in  Montana;  August~13-17  in  Nehraska;  (2)  Hed 
River  Valley  in  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota  July  31  to  August  2;   (3)  Michigan 
August  6-11,  (4)  Bill  Spud-  Soo  Line  tour,  August  6-15,  (5)  \7estern  IJehraska 
State  tour,  August  13-16,  (6)  V/isconsin  tour,  August  13-18.      The  popularity 
of  the  potato  tour  seems  to  "be  increasing  rather  than  diminishing  and  may  "bo 
construed  as  an  indication  of  a  greater  interest  on  the  part  of  potato  grow- 
ers in  good  seed  potatoes. 

Carlot  movement  and  prices.-    V/hile  there  has  "been  some  reduction  in 
the  daily  carlot  shipments  there  has  not  hoen  a  corresponding  price  reaction, 
in  fact  the  pr±ce  is  Icvrer,  if  anything,  than  it  was  last  Vi^eek.  Wednesday, 
July  11,  quotations  at  Poccmoke  City,  Md.  on  U.  S.  No.l  Irish  Coh"blers  in 
cloth  top  atave  "barrels  v/as  $1.10  to  §1..15.     It  is  quite  possi"ble  that  the 
present  northeastern  shipping  areas  "being  v/ithin  tracking  distance  of  con- 
suming centers  may  he  moving  a  consi dera"ble  volume  of  potatoes  through  that 
medium  of  transportation.      This  may  partly  explain  failure  of  market  to  re- 
act to  lighter  carlot  movement  of  crop. 

In  a  letter  received  this  week  from  the  office  of  the  commissioner 
for  Australia,  located  in  New  York  City,  the  v/riter  was  advised  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  Victoria,  Australia  was  due  tc  arrive  in  New  York  at  aja  early 
date.     He  is  commissioned  by  his  gojpernment  to  investigate  the  industrial 
utilization  of  potatoes  in  this  country  with  a  view  to  the  esta"'olishment  of 
a  potato  hy-prcduct  factorv'  in  Victoria. 


(Y/m.  Stuart). 
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Grec-ley,  Colo.  Nctos . 


The  f/er.ther  h.!?.s  "beGn  fair  tlae  greater  pc.rt  of  the  vreok,  with,  occasion 
thunder  shov;ers.      The  tempera  fare  has  "been  relative!;)^  high. 

Monda^^'  and  Tuesday  all  experimental  plantings  -ivere  spra;;^ed  for  the 
potato  flea  "beetle,  the  spray  oeing  a  com'Dinaticn  of  5-5-50  Bordeaux  mixture 
and  calcium  arsenate.      All  potatoes,  vith  the  exception  of  the-  medium-late 
and  late  irrigated  plots  of  the  irrj.gation  experiment,  \7ere  watered  on  Frida 
or  Saturday.      The  potatoes  have  m.ade  a  very  strong  vine  groirth  this  year. 

Sati-irday  afternoon  v;as  spent  visiting  the  earl^'  potato  section  south 
of  Greeley,      Grcv/ers  in  that  section  liave  "bogan  to  hrirvost  t"hG  first  of  the 
early  crop.     Gror/ers  are  nov/  harvesting  th.eir  Early  Ohics.       Tlie  Co"b"olers  an 
Triumphs  will  not  "bo  dug  for  ten  days  or  tvo  weeks.      The  early  crop  is  not 
yielding  quite  as  v.ell  as  last  year.     The  "best  yields  so  fa,r  have  "been  a"bout 
200  "bushels  per  acre.      The  early  crop  is  m.Ootl;;-  all  marketed  "Dy  ti'uckcrs. 
Saturday  truckers  were  paying  $1.25  per  hundred  and  were  dispcsirig  of  the 
crop  in  Denver  for  §1,50  per  hundred. 

ivir,  Fred  S.  Pratt,  Mnjrn.ager  of  the  Farnsrs  Potato  Companj^  of  East 
Grand  Forks,  Minn.,  was  a  visitor  at  the  Station  this  week.      Last  week  I.Ir. 
Ernest  J.  Vi'heeler  of  the  Horticultural  Department,  Llichigan  Agric-al t-';iral 
College,  was  a  visiter  at  the  Station. 

(¥.  C.  Edmujidson). 


Presque  Isle,  Me.  Notes.  July  17  ,  1928.  

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  heen  very  hot  and  humid;  numerous 
showers  have  intorierred  to  some  extent  with  field  operations  "biit  we  have 
put  or  our  third  application  cf  Bcrdeau:;':  mixture  and  our  plots,  ?;ith  few- 
exceptions,  have  heen  rcguod  for  the  second  time. 

The  coxmty  agents  of  the  State  visited  Aroostook  Farm,  July  14, 
as  per  schedule.     Tlie  day  was  verj^  wet.     Hcv/ever,  after  ten  o'clock  most 
cf  the  plots,  hoth  State  and  Federal ,  were  inspected. 

Today  on  Aroostook  Farm  the  State  Inspection  Service  organized  their 
crews  under  the  leadersliip  of  Mr.  ITewdick,  Stetson  and  Ccmmissioner  of  Agri- 
culture Wash"burni    Some  time  was  devoted  to  inspection  of  the  disease  plots 
of  the  pathological  division. 

The  use  of  sal  soda  in  place  of  lime  in  making  Bordeaux  mixture  is  on 
the  increase  in  this  section.  Those  who  have  used  it  over  a  period  cf  years 
claim  for  it  as  good  control  over  late  hlight  as  where  lime  is  used. 

On  August  15  the  annual  Farm  Bureau  Field  Day  v/ill  he  held  on  Arcosto 
Farm.      The  principal  speaker  will  he  Mr.  \^'ayne  Densmcre ,  Secretai^^  of  the 
Hoi:se  Association  of  Chicago,  111. 


(P.  M.  Lomhard). 
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Wr.shingtcn,  S.  C»  ITctoG.  July  20,  19?8. 

In  cccpcr--.tion  v/ith  Brilcy  E.  Brcv/n   .nd  2.  C.  Wright,  the  v/ritcr 
hT,s  spent  tho  v/cek  r.t  i^rlingtcn  Experimental  F-m,  Ve. ^  plr.nting  pot-,tc  er- 
peroments . 

The  pota,tocs  planted  cr.rly  r,rc  mti;.ring  slc-v/lj  r.nd  every  indic.?,ticn 
points  to  a  large  yield  oven  though  the  v/o-.thcr  hr.s  "been  o::treniely  het  for 
the  lest  tv/o  v/oekE. 

(Ur.ltor  M.  Pe?,cccl:)o 
Vfeshin,-gtcn,  D.  C.  Nctes .  Jul.v  13,  1928, 


The  wo-^thor  is  still  tec  v/n,rm  icr  ccinfcrt.     Copious  rp.ins  the  latter 
part  of  last  v/oek  prevented  our  making  the  third  planting  of  Jersey  Hed  Skin 
cn  tho  14th  "S  originoJ.ly  intended      This  plr-jiting  v;as  vtAq  on  -^ho  l?th. 
The  fou/'th  nni  final  planting  is  schodv-.led  for  Jiily  30^     Kij^^  -uc^ripe ratux^cs 
ccuplcd  i.vith  an  ahuaidance  of  zcI'.k  noisturo  have  served  to  hasten  the  grov/th 
ard  matiority  of  crops  in  general. 


Carlot  movenent  and  prices. -Hot  nuch  change  has  occurred  in  the  past 
v/eek    in  regard  to  the  velunc  o"  potatoes  s'-ipped  or  the  price  received  n,t 
shipping  pointo     If  anj'"thing  th  ;  price  is  .jcu-.  t  a  ^had(;  oetter  than  Ts-as  re- 
ported for  last  week.      T-aesday's  quotations  at  Pocoracke  C;ity,  lid.  for  U.S. 
No.l  Irish  Cohhlers  in  cloth  top  stave  harrels  v;ere  vl»25  per  "barrel  for  the 
"best  stock. 

The  Nev/  Jersey  potato  groT/ers  are  to  enjoy  the  advojitage  of  a  State 
hranch  market  reporting  office  with  headquarters  at  Hightstov;n.     The  duties 
to  "be  perforrxd  "by  this  office  are  expected  to  he  throe-fcld:-  (l)  Supply 
daily  inf ounation  on  the  i,iarket  situation  through  telcphcne  and  other  nicanG; 
(2)  backup  the  inspection  service  and  to  cocperatc  with  dealers  and  grev/ers 
in  enforcing  sales  as  they  v/ore  ori£ .: -.allj  -'.v\de  and  {5}  to  act  as  a  clearing 
house  for  infcrmatijn.       It  is  o^qD^ooOd  that  this  service  will  go  into  effect 
v/hen  the  first  Nov/  •^ersey  potatoes  go  cn  tho  n-xkot.      The  Nov/  •J'ersey  potato 
prospects,  according  to  G.  V/.  Harris,  associate  editor  of  the  "Pennsj/lvariia 
Earner",  are  for  a  "bumper  crop  and  a  low  price. 


Stuart]. 
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Greeley,  Colo.  Motes.  July  25,  1928. 

The  weather  has  heen  cloudy  and  rainy  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
¥/eek,  heavy  rains  falliri;^  on  five  days  out  of  the  seven.     Most  every  day 
has  hrought  hail  storms  oo  some  section  of  the  district,      Wednesday  a 
heavy  hail  storm  occurred  ab  the  Station  and  vicinity-     The  potatoes  re- 
ceived another  severe  set-ha'-k  as  a  result  of  this  storm,  hat  v/ith  favorahle 
weather  conrliuions  the  potatoes  will  make  a  rapid  recovery  and  should  produce 
a  satisfactory  yield. 

The  late  crop  of  potatoes  in  the  Greeley  district  is  looking  fair 
to  good  at  this  time  and  with  proper  weather  conditions  will  produce  a 
normal  yield. 

The  e-rly  crop  is  being  harvested  and  growers  are  receiving  $1.00  to 
vl.25  per  hundred. 

A  trip  v/as  made  to  the  di-y  land  farming  area  Friday.     The  potatoes 
in  that  section  were  found  to  'oo  generally  gccd  although  some  poor  fields 
were  noted.     There  is  a  considoraole  quantity  of  seed  heing  grown  in  the 
diy  Land  area,  mostly  Triumphs, 

The  bean  fields  v/ore  looking  voi^/-  prcniEing,    Beans  in  the  dry  land 
area  are  now  "being  seeded  in  the  bottom  of  a  listed  furrow  and  the  soil 
cultivated  tov/ard  the  row  as  the  plants  become  large. 

A  new  method  of  harvesting  grain  was  noted  on  some  farms.  In 
order  to  harvest  the  grain  before  it  becomes  entire!^'  ripe  scne  farmers 
are  now  using  a  v/ind-rcw  macMne  which  cuts  the  grain  and  lays  it  in  a 
narrow  wind-row  on  the  stubble  ,    After  the  grain  is  cured  or  has  finislicd 
ripening  it  is  picked  up  by  a  combine  h\rve:xor  with  a  special  attachment 
for  gathering  up  the  cut  grain.      Grain  in  the  dry  land  area  is  planted 
in  deep  furrcv/s  fourteen  inches  apart.      The  deep  planting  protects  the 
grain  from  the  wind  raid  mere  moist'ure  is  available  to  the  plants  thpji  when 
the  grain  is  planted  shallow, 

C.  Edmundson). 


Presque  Isle  ,  Me.  Notes.   July  24,  1928.  

The  v/cather  for  the  past  week  up  to  TTonday  x/as  hot  and  dry,  Monday 
it  rained  all  day  and  today  it  has  been  very  clC'Udy. 

Conditions  have  been  very  favorable  for  the  development  of  late 
blight  on  potatoes  for  several  days.      One  field  in  Caribou  is  reported  to 
be  badly  infected. 

Dr.  Vi/m.  Stuart  arrived  Konda.y  morning  to  spc'nd  a  week  in  this  section. 
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Vory  fn.vorrblDlG  concdtions  for  vino  grov/th  recently  h-^ve  given  o, 
decided  chr.nge  for  the  l^etter  to  poti,to  fields  th-t  cr.rlier  shcv/ed  n  veiy 
ragged  appon,rance.    Fields  thr.t  had  a  heo.vj'-  per  cent  of  missing  hills  now 
appcr.r  to  have  a  good  stand. 

Dr.  Longley  of  V/"shington,  v/ho  has  "been  v/ith  us  a  ■u'oek  tc  study 
the  chromosomes  in  potato  varieties  loft  for  Washington  tonight. 

(P.  M.  Lomljard) . 


Washington,  P.  C.  Notes.  July  27,  1928. 


If  hi-^  terrgperature  is  the  gauge  of  sumnor  v/eather  it  has  prevailed 
during  the  past  week  and  v/ith  only  .14  of  an  inch  of  rainfall. 

The  potato  plants  in  early  planted  eicperimonts  at  Arlington  Experi- 
mental F.?,rm,  Va.,  are  maturing  rapidly.     It  v/as  noted  Monday  that  there 
were  considerahle  differences  in  the  degree  of  m^tiarity  resulting  from 
various  seed  treatments  in  storage  hefore  pl.anting.     Harvesting  of  these 
experiments  will  hegin  next  v;eek. 

The  shipment  of  potatoes  is  heavy.    IXiring  the  week  ending  July  24, 
there  v/ere  5  4G5  carloads  shipped  which  is  I'^OO  cars  heavier  .,.;-  -,n  a  year 
ago.    Eastern  Shcro,  Va.  anj.  Eaiyland  is  credited  '6^2j  cars.  The 

v/riter  v/as  tcld  hy  a  representative  of  this  potato  region  that  hetv/een 
2000  and  5000  "barrels  of  potatoes  of  this  year's  crop  are  in  storage  there 
and  many  farners  are  hclding  tism  in  the  ground  for  higher  prices.  He 
also  stated  that  the  stock  was  running  good  in  siae  ..nd  cualitj^.  Next 
v/eek  the  Eastern  Shore  growers  will  plant  potatoes  for  seed  for  the  early 
1929  crop.      Tlie  present  prices  f.  o.  h.  Eastern  Shore  range  from  ^1.10  to 
vl.20  per  harrel. 

The  movement  of  potatoes  from  New  J-rsoy  ,and  Long  Island  is  starting 
very  slowly.      The  growers  feel  inclined  to  wait  until  Eastern  Shore  potatoes 
are  not  filling  the  markets.      They  kna?  that  the  price  cannot  go  much  lov/er, 
if  arry,  "because  the  Northern  growers  cannot  pay  the  freight  and  compete  at 
the  prevailing  prices. 

{V7alter  M.  Peacock). 


New  York  Notes.  July  24,  192  8. 


Friday  forenoon,  July  20,  was  spent  at  the  Boyce  Thompson  Institute 
for  Plant  Research.      Plans  v/ere  made  at  thr,t  time  with  Dr.  F.  E.  Denny  to 
undertake,  on  a  scmev/hat  Larger  scale  than  last  year,  the  treatment  of  a 
considera"ble  quantity  of  Triumph  seed  potatoes  v/hioh  are  heing  grown  for 
the  Department  at  Orient,  (L.I.),  N.  Y.      It  is  expected  that  these  potatoes 
v/iLL  "be  vee.6y  to  harvest  in  early  Augtist  and  it  is  planned  to  conduct 
dormancy  treatment  studies  on  them  as  soon  as  they  are  harvested.     This  work 
will  "be  cond-ucted  "by  Dr.  Denny  at  Orient  and  at  the  Boyce  Thompson  Institute. 
It  is  proposed  tc  send  the  material  to  several  localities  v/here  germination 
and  yield  tests  v/ill  'oe  made. 


(fe.  Stuo,rt). 
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Shcde  Isl'ind  Nctcs. 


July  24,  1928. 


Saturday  fcrenodn,  July  21,  vvn,s  spent  at  the  I^hode  Islojic  Experinont 
Station,  Kingston,  H.  I.,  in  taking  notes  on  sone  cf  the  Lc-partment '  s  seed- 
ling potatoes  v/hich  arc  heing  tested  hy  the  Station.    Itr.  S.  C.  Danon  who 
has  clnarge  cf  the  cultural  care  of  these  potatoes  has,  as  in  the  past,  given 
the  seedlings  the  "best  of  care  and  they  have  as  a  v/hcle  inade  a  satisfactory 
grov/th.     Some  cf  the  seedlings  seem  to  he  premising  althcu^  the  majority  of 
ttem  will  prove  to  he  too  late  maturing  varieties  for  thr.t  section.  Some 
splendid  plots  cf  Irish  Cchhler  and  Green  Mcimtain  potatoes  v.xre  noted. 
Interesting  stU'dies  regr.rding  the  effect  of  different  crops  in  a  crcp  rota- 
tion series  upc^^  succeeding  crops,  effect  of  lining  soil,  comhinaticns  cf 
fertilizers,  etc.  are  to  he  ncted  hy  the  visitor. 

(Vfe.  Stuart). 


Pr es q-ue  Isle,  Me .  Nc  te s .  July  24,  1928. 

The  writer  arrived  at  Pre s que  Isle,  Me.  Monday  morning  and  since 
that  time  hr.s  heen  oc'japied  in  studying  the  various  phases  cf  potato  v/crk 
that  are  heing  conducted  on  Arccstcck  Farm  and  adjacent  farms. 

Itain  yesterday  afternoon  prevented  field  i-iote  taking  hut  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  get  the  field  planting  recorded  m  the  notchock.  \Vhile 
today  was  overcast  part  of  the  time,  the  v/eather  was  ideal  for  note  taking 
and  good  progress  has  heen  made  in  descrihing  the  potato  varieties  in- 
cluded in  the  variety  trial  plot^     It  has  heen  pcssihle  tc  place  most  of 
the  douhtfully  named  varieties  that  have  thas  far  heen  studied.     This  feature 
cf  cur  v/ork  will  prohahly  he  completed  tomorrow  fcrencon. 

The    potato  crcp  in  this  section  is  farther  advanced  at  this  date 
than  it  ordinarily  is.      At  a  rooss  I  •.vculd  say  from  7  to  10  days  earlier 
than  last  season.     There  is  ever^^  prospect  of  a  large  crop  and  the  only 
thing  that  may  change  the  present  crcp  outlook  v/ould  he  a  had  attack  cf 
late  hlight  cr  an  early  freeze.     Otherwise,  the  stage  seems  to  he  set  for 
a  heavy  yield. 


(V/m.  Stxiart), 
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The  material  contained  herein  is  not  for  puhlication  except  "by 
permission  from  Office  of  Horticulture. 


Greeley >  Colo.  Notes. 


July  2B,  192S. 


With  the  exception  of  a  few  thander  showers,  the  v/eather  was  nore 
settled  d-oring  the  past  week.    The  days  and  nights  are  noticeaoly  cooler. 
There  are  hopes  that  the  good  weather  will  continue. 

We  are  finishing  cultivating  all  plots  of  potatoes  today.  The 
soil  has  TDecome  closely  pricked  from  the  heavy  rains  of  last  v/eek  and  the 
soil  was  to  wot  to  work  until  the  last  day  or  two.     This  v/ill  prohahly 
"be  the  last  cultivation  of  the  se-ason. 

Vfe  are  spraying  today  for  the  potato  flea  "beetle.    This  is  the  third 
spraying  for  some  potatoes  and  the  second  for  others.    Some  early  "blight  is 
noticeahle  in  the  early  potatoes  of  the  district.     Grcv/ers  are  not  in  the 
h.-^.'oit  of  spro^/ing  for  early  D:.ight  in  this  section  hecr.use  this  disease  doe:: 
net  make  its  appcarr'.nce  until  aoout  the  time  the  vines  "begin  to  ripen. 

Growers  are  receiving  from  $1.00  to  $1.25  per  hundred  for  the  early 

crop. 

The  late  crop  is  in  good  condition  at  this  time, 

(W.  C.  Ednundson) . 


Presque  Isle.  Me,  Notes.  July  51.  1928. 

Hain  on  Monday,  July  23  o,nd  Saturday,  July  28,  otherwise  the  weather 
has  "been  fair  v/ith  rather  high,  winds.      Tlic  nights  have  been  very  cool, 
suggesting  that  fall  is  not  f,?,r  off. 

"Very  fev/  reports  of  late  "alight  have  "been  reported  since  the  last 
letter  to  "The  Eye-."      The  v/riter,  personally,  saw  several  fields  last  -week 
which  had  a  very  sm.all  per  cent  of  infection.     Just  how  much  late  "blight  we 
shall  have  in  Aroostook  County  depends  on  weather  conditions. 

Dr.  V/m.  Stuart,  of  this  Office,  v/ho  v;as  v/ith  us  nearly  a  week  left 
Saturday  for  tlie  West. 

Don't  forget  the  annual  Farm  Bureau  Field  Day  on  Aroostook  Farm. 
August  15. 


(P.  M.  Lcmhard) . 
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Ithnca,  N.  Y.  Notes.  August  1,  1926. 

The  first  annual  Blue  Tag  Potato  Tour  Vr-p.s  hold  on  July  30  and  31  "by 
the  JToT7  York  Ccopcr-^.tivc  Seed  Potato  Association  in  Cortlanl,  Ononaasa  and 
Oswego  Counties.    Although  there  were  a  few  guests  present  fron  Nov/  Jersey, 
West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  most  of  the  one  hundred  in  attendance  were 
from  within  the  state.    Tliere  were  forty-six  present  fron  Long  Island,  this 
in  ijjself  "being  a  real  expression  of  the  interest  which  the  Long  Island  po- 
tato growers  are  shoeing  in  the  certified  seed  produced  in  New  York.  Most 
of  the  tv;eAve  steps-  scheduled  v/ere  at  potato  fioldo  aixl  potato  storage  houses* 
Tl.e  seed  fioj.'ls  \/si v  :> '■  t'lo:;."--  "best  and  relatlveJ^y  littj.e  vims  disf^-ase  was  in 
evidence.    Iv^ich  of  ti'e  diicv-ssion  centered  around  Bordeaux  spraying.  Dr. 
E.  L.  Nixon  of  Pennsylvania  added  much  interest  to  this  phase  of  the  suhject, 
and  gave  a  very  enlivening  talk  at  Lysander  in  Onondaga  County.      A  speaking 
program  v/ar  st.aged  in  connection  with  a  hanq-aet  on  the  30th  at  the  Onondaga 
Ei.tel.  at  Syraousec      There  in  considerahle  interest  in  potato  jxorehouse  cori- 
stni>:,tion  ahcat  the  stai:,  a^  L  several  lar^^e  harnV  stcrrliousep  ar-.der  oon- 
scruction  v/cre  vislxed  o.rrnuo:^., 

(E.  V.  HrrdcnMrg)  . 


Vfashington,  D,  C.  Ho te s .  August  5  ,  1928. 


The  v/eather  has  "been  hot  and  dry  with  the  exception  of  a  light 
shov/er  during  the  past  v/eek. 

The  writer's  tine  has  "been  spent  working  in  the  office,  taking  notes 
on  potato  eirperi-.Tients ,  and  assisting  in  the  f-.nal  setting  up  and  starting 
a  new  engine  potato  digger  at  Arlington  Experimental  Farm,  Va.    The  digger 
v/orks  well  and  is  a  "big  relio':  from  digging  with  a  plow.    V/ith  a  new  planter 
and  digger  iu^lingljon  Ex^'f.^riir. cital  Farm  is  hetter  equipped  to  conduct  potato 
investigations  thij,:"  ever  'oeforr.., 

Ilarkots  sh^'w  sig:^.s  oi'  s".  rongthenirg.     The  total  shipment  from  all 
states  for  the  we 3k  v;as  only  t'j25  cars,  ccrpared  with  5480  the  week  "before 
and  4420  cars  d\3X j.ng  the  same  period  last  ^ear.     The  decrease  in  shipments 
has  created  a  stronger  demand  and  the  prices  are  advancing.      V/hen  the  ship- 
ment "becomes  much  greater  than  last  vveek  the  demand  hegins  to  weaken.  The 
prices  paid  for  Ir-ish  Co"bhlerS;,  U.  S.  No.  1,  in  cloth  top  stave  harrels  , 
week  hefore  last,  langed  from  $1.10  to  $le20  per  harrel,  f.  o  h.  Eastern 
Shore  pointo,  and  on  August  1st  from  $1.35  to  Si, 50. 

It  is  reported  that  there  are  ahout  2000  carloads  stored  on 
Eastern  Shore  and  some  to  he  dug  yet.      The  ncmal  consumption  of  potatoes 
shipped  in  cars  is  about  650  cars  per  day.    At  this  rate  the  potatoes  left 
on  Eastern  Shore  are  sufficient  only  for  a  fev/  days.     If  the  North  v/ill 
hold  off  from  marketing  potatoes  xintil  the  intermediate  states  are  through 
h^.rvesting, potatoes  moy  sell  for  reasonable  prices  this  fall. 
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Caroful  grading  this  summer  has  been  a  hig  factor  in  keeping  up  the 
prices;  althotigh  the  prices  have  "been  low  the  chances  are  that  they  Vi^ould  have 
"been  lower  if  the  potatoes  had  not  "been  well  graded. 

According  to  a  recent  report  of  George  L.  Brist,  /mierican  Vice  Consul 
in  Charge,  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  is  growing  1,000  more  acres  of 
potatoes  for  certified  seed  than  last  year, 

(Walter  M.  Peacock). 


Presque  Isle,  Me.  Notos.  July  50,  1926 


Further  opportmiity  was  presented  during  the  remainder  of  last  week 
to  see  and  to  inspect  several  fields  of  potatoes  planted  with  v/cstcrn 
Ne"brr,ska  Tr •■-.ijaphs ,  Prince  Edwr.rd  Island  Irish  Co"b'olers,  and  New  Brunswick 
GrG'  -.i  Mountains.     In  every  in.^t-^nce  "but  one  the  s.tock  was  almost  en'- '.rely 
fre  ^  from  disca-.e,  had  mr-,de  a  vigorous  vine  ^rc^rzh  and  would  easily  j-\',?s 
CGrtif ication  reg^^iremcnts .     One  field  of  Green  Mountains  planted  v/it"h  seed 
produced  in  Mb,ine  from  a  tu"ber  unit  seed  plot  which  had  "been  carefully 
rogued  not  only  in  19E7  "but  in  several  preceding  years  shov/ed  too  hi^  a 
percentage  of  mosaic  to  pass  inspection  service  requirements.    'Phe  inter- 
esting thing  ahout  this  strain  of  seed  is  that  for  the  past  tv/o  years  the 
grower  who  developed  it  has  heen  offering  a  rather  literal  money  prize  to 
anyone  who  could  find  a  mosaic  plant  in  his  seed  plot,    Another  interest- 
ing o"bservation  was  made  on  tv/o  fields  of  Irish  Co"b"bler  v/hich  v/ere  claimed 
to  have  "been  planted  with  seed  produced  by  a  certain  Prince  Edward  Island 
grower  whose  stock  had  been  especially  recommended  by  the  writer.     In  one 
of  these  fieldn  there  was  practically  no  disoo.se  and  the  vine  ^-rovrbh  was 
rated  at  100  per  cent;  in  the  other, two  to  three  per  cent  of  the  plants 
V7ere  showing  v/ell  defined  leaf  roll  and  the  vigor  and  size  of  the  plants 
could  only  be  rated  at  50  to  60  per  cent.     In  tho  last  example  cited  one 
is  either  forced  to  believe  th:-,t  the  tv/c  lets  of  stock  were  not  produced 
by  the  same  grower  or  that  dirtorences  in  soil  fertility  and  cultural  care 
were  responu ible.     It  does  no'a    however,  seem  possible  that  the  latter  sup- 
position is  correct.      In  the  case  of  the  Green  Iv.ountain  we  have  an  example 
of  the  possibility  of  late  field  infection^  or  as  the  pathologists  express 
it,  current  season  infection,  which  occurred  too  late  to  find  expression 
in  the  plant  and  was ,  therefore,  overlooked. 

Dr.  Gchaltz  and  the  Maine  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  represent- 
atives have  an  interesting  collection  of  seed  stocks  showing  infection  with 
typical  forms  of  mosaic  and  other  virus  diseases,  also  with  degenerative 
forms  of  non-transmissible  diseases  except  through  the  seed.      The  most 
interesting  and  most  instructive  feature  of  these  different  forms  of  disease 
is  that  of  their  different  reaction  oh  different  potato  varieties.  In 
some  instances  the  disease  manifestation  in  the  plant  is  so  different  as  to 
be  difficult  to  diagnose  it  correctly.      Only  intimate  contact  vi^ith  some  of 
these  forms  of  expression  will  enable  one  to  recognize  them 

The  v/riter  left  Presque  Isle,  Saturday  afternoon,  July  28  for 
Minneapolis ,  Minn, 

(Hfoi.  Stuart). 


HOC  ^  1 

The  material  contained  herein  is  not  for  publication  except  ty 
permission  from  Office  of  Horticulture. 


J 


(9 


Au.',ii3 1  6,  1928. 


The  first  of  the  week  r.nother  hail  stem  di^  scne  danngc  to  crops 
at  the  station.      The  stem,  hcvevcr,  x.r^s  irrach  ucro  severe      mile  west  of 
the  stn.tion  o-nd  crops  in  thr,t  section  v/ore  hri-dly  drjTP.ged;  .55  ci  an  inch 
of  rain  ncccrap^-nied  the  hail  st^rm.    Thursdn^,  «70  of  n-n  inch  of  rr.in  fell. 
Tuesday,  the  seed  plots  at  Estes  wore  rct;ucd.     The  pc-^atccs  at  Estes  are 
locking  verj^  £-ood  this  year, 

Y/ednesday,  all  the  plots  were  spr'^.yed  for  the  potato  flea  oeetlo. 
The  potato  flea  "beetle  is  very  ahuiidant  this  yer.r  and  the  leaves  are  hadly 
pTincx'ored  with  holes. 

We  fini&ed  stacking  the  second  cutting  cf  hay  today,  haying  opera- 
tions having  heen  suEpondcd  since  last  Thiirsday  on  accoxuit  cf  rain. 

Early  potatoes  are  soiling  for  75  cents  to  90  cents  per  cv/t.  Most 
of  the  early  crop  is  "being  hiaulod  tc  r.Tr. rket  hy  trucks r     If  grov/crs  v/ere 
ohliged  tc  sell  tc  dealers  and  ship  their  potatoes,  th^^  wor.id  not  receive 
as  iHL'ich  for  their  crop  as  they  v/ill  receive  at  the  -pvobcivz  tii'.e. 

( v7 »  C  .  Sdniunds  on ) . 

Presque  Isle,  Maine  Hctes.  !^^,,st  B.  1928. 


ConsidGra"ble  rain  and  cloudy  weather  ho.s  prevailed  for  the  past  week. 
Late  hlight  had  node  c on.^lderp.hle  progress  on  potato  fields  not  thorcnghly 
sprayed.    We  finsl^:ed  spra^-i.ig  cur  plots  fv^r  the  3ucx:\  tiir.e  yesterday.  No 
late  "blight  has  "been  oDcerved  in  our  plots  tc  datCo 

Last  Friday  ccnsiderahlc  olight  v;as  found  in  the  check  plots  of 
the  spraying  experiment  conc^icted  "by  Dr.  Bcnd^v'. 

On  the  15th,  in  addition  to  I'fr.  V/ayue  Dansmore,  Secretary  of  the 
Horse    Association,  Prof.  E.  Y.  Hardenhurg  of  Cornell  Uni¥ersity,  will 
give  a  talk  at  the  Annual  Farr.i  Bureaii  Pie  Id  Day  meeting  on  Aroostook 
Farm. 


(P.  M.  Lcmhard). 
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Llinnesota  Notes.  August  5,  1926. 


The  Minnesota  State  Potato  Tour  "began  Tuesday  morning,  ^uly  31,  with, 
an  inspection  of  the  potato  "breeding  plots  and  variety  strain  tests  "being 
conducted  at  "University  Farm,  St.  Paul,  Hinn.  ,  "by  7.  L.  ICrantz  and  L.  G. 
Tolaas . 

SSme  interesting  comparisons  with  respect  to  seedling  vigor  resulting 
from  crossing  pure  'cred  varietal  or  seedling  strains  were  noted  in  the  trial 
grou-nds.     In  each  case  the  parental  stock  was  grovm  on  each  side  of  the  F.(l) 
seedling  progeny.      Some  promising  seedlings  have  "been  o"btained  which  have 
greatly  superior  yielding  capacity  to  that  of  their  parents  or  of  tha  lead- 
ing commercial  vr.rioties  grown  in  this  locality.'.     In  the  variety  strain 
tests  two  strains  of  Triumphs  hr.d  been  dug  "by  hand  in  order  to  show  the  wid>: 
variations  in  yield  from  good  and  poor  strains  of  seed.      The  promising 
seedlings  are  "being  grovm  at  the  Northeastern  Su"bstation  near  JXiluth  and  at 
the  Northwestern  Su'cstation  at  Crookstcnj  Kmri. 

On  completion  of  the  inspection  of  the  potato  "breeding  and  improvement 
work  those  in  attendance  proceeded  "by  auto  to  the  early  potato  producing  sec- 
tions to  the  north  and  v/est  of  ninneapolis.    The  first  step  was  made  near 
Osseo  where  an  opportunit;/"  v/as  giTeh  to  o"bserve  the  hr.  r^-est ing  of  a  good 
field  of  EarX}''  Ohio  ard  also  of  inspecting  the  operai'Gn  of  a  potato  wash- 
ing machine  at  a  track-side  v/arehouse  in  Osseo.     The  inventoj'  of  this  machine 
is  developing  quite  a  demand  fcr  well-graded,  washed  potatoes  ,  put  up  in  20 
o.rd  50  pound  cacks  mads  of  similar  material  to  that  used  in  the  marketing  of 
onions.    The  open  mesh  allows  the  purchaser  an  opportunity  to  see  the  quality 
of  the  stock.     In  one  rcspc-ctj  however,  this  type  of  sack  is  r.jt  desira'ole 
as  it  exposes  the  contents  tc  too  much  light  there  oy  affecting  the  taole 
quality  of  the  potatoes ► 

Stops  were  made  oil  along  the  v/ay  from  Osseo  tc  Elk  Hiver.     Two  out- 
standing fields  of  Irish  Cich "biers  and  of  TriTuaphE  were  noted  on  the  farms 
of  George  Gcstley  near  Anoka  and  Harry  I;ickey  of  Elk  River. 

the  "^^^  day*s  tour  ended  at  Ancka  those  who  intended  to  take  in  the 

tour/ following  day  drove  tc  Semidji  the  sane  evening.     The  writer  left  tte 
party  at  St.  Cloud  tc  proceed  hy  rail  to  Mcorhead  tc  attend  a  local  potato 
tour  in  Cla^y  County  the  following  dc^-.      V/ednesds^'- ' s  tour  took  in  the  terri- 
tory adjacent  to  Moorhead  including  Glyndon,  Lllworth,  Sa'bin  and  other  points. 
Some  very  good  Irish  Co"b"bler  ard  Triumph  fields  v/ere  noted.     It  was  interestin 
tc  o"bserve  the  marked  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  seed  stock  new  heing 
planted  on  many  farms  in  this  section.    V/hile  a  considera"ble  part  of  this  is 
due  to  the  introduction  of  high  grade  Irish  CclD"bler  seed  from  Prince  Edward  i 
Island  and  of  similar  quality  Triumph  stock  from  Montana,  Ne"braska  and  North 
Dakota  it  must  still  he  adirdtted  that  a  large  share  of  it  is  due  to  the  de- 
velopment of  Minnesota  seed  stocks  as  is  evident  in  tis  V/old  strain  of  Irish 
Co"bhler  and  tis  Sanders  strain  of  Triumph.       In  our  judgment  the  introduction 
of  foreign  seed  accomplishes  two  purposes,-  that  of  the  immediate  acquirenent- 
of  good  seed, provided  good  judgment  has  heen  exercised  in  its  selection,  «s<i 
ani  a  competitive  stimulation  to  improve  existing  strains  of  seed  stock  v;-ith- 
in  the  state.      The  engagement  of  lexge  seed  companies  in  the  production  of 
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certifiod  seed  potctces  is  also  contributing  greatly  tc  tlie  developxre-nt  of 
inprcved  seed.    After  luncheon  wMcli  was  served  in  the  Dilv/orth  Conrimiity 
Cluh  huilding,an  hour  or  ncrc-  was  occupied  in  listening  to  remarks  hy 
various  naabors  cf  the  party,    SomG  of  the  interesting  seed  potato  im- 
provement features  noted  on  the  trip  \7ere 
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(1)  Special  seed  "breeding  plots  for  the  develcpn&nt  cf  tuher 
lines  of  the  Irish  ColoDler  and  Triiamph. 

(2)  }.?altiplication  fields  cf  inproved  strains  cf  seed. 

(3)  Comparative  merits  of  the  organic  mercury  compounds  in  the 
control  0^  scah,  hlackleg  and  rhizoctonia  as  compared  with 
the  hot  f crnaldehyde  or  corrosive  suhlimate  solutions, 

(4)  Greening  seed  hefore  planting  , 

(5)  Fields  shcv/ing  results  of  rolling  and  packing  the  soil. 

(6)  Fields  shoeing  the  results  of  no  tillage  prior  to  tlie  emergence  cf 
the  potato  plarLts  and  cf  fall  and  spring  plowing 

One  of  the  things  that  impressed  the  v/riter  m.ost  fcrcio];;.^  was  that  of  the 
character  of  the  seed  stock  used  hy  one  of  tlB  largest  potato  growers  in 
the  territory  covered.      Four  hundred  acres  had  "been  planted  "by  this  party 
with  seed  that  contrincd  practically  ever^,^  disease  known  to  the  potato  pJid 
in  addition  a  large  per  contage  of  varietal  mixture.     It  seems  iiiconceiva"ble 
that  in  a  ccmnunity  in  v/hich  a  special  effort  is  "bein"  made  to  produce  good 
seed  there  should  "be  found  one  who  apparently  ic  indifferent  tc  the  charac- 
ter of  seed  he  plants,    A  few  years  o-gc  such  a  .^Tcv/er  r.x--  have  heen  regard- 
ed as  a  successfu"L  grower ^  in  fact,  such  is  the  case  in  this  particular 
instance.    According  tc  his  cn Les  records  from  1911  to  1926  inclusive,  this 
particular  party  has  averaged  to  receive  $1,066  per  "bushel  for  the  crops  he 
has  grown,  -nd  during  that  period  has  nevei'  grcem  less  than  360  acres  in  any 
season. 

The  general  stand  in  +lii5  part  of  the  RqcI  Hiver  Yalley  is  poor. 
Failure  to  get  a  good  stand  is  thought  to  "be  due  in  mary  instances  to  the 
plan-ting  of  tlie  seed  during  a  hot  dry  period.     Heav;^'"  rains  folloTTing  the 
dry  period  were  respcnsihle  for  further  losses  thrcu^  the  drcming  out  of 
the  plsjits.    Experienced  growers  and  dealers  estimate  a  lower  production 
in  this  part  of  th^  "\falloy  than  in  1927. 

The  third  do^v^  of  the  State  Potato  Tour  was  held  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Polk  County,  Thursday,  Axigust  2.     This  proved  to  he  the  most  largelj-- 
attended  of  any  during  the  trip.    The  day  was  ideal  and  the  itinerary  of  the 
toxLT  was  carried  out  as  per  schedule.    At  6:30  the  party  proceeded  from  East 
Graind  Fjjsrks  to  the  farm,  of  J.  P.  Kennedy  where  opport-anity  v;as  given  to  ob- 
serve fields  cf  Triumph,  Prince  Edward/Irish  Coohlers  and  Early  Ohio. 
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All  of  the  seed  plr^ited  hr.d  -been  treated  with  hot  fcrmldehyde.     The  next 
stop  vjas  at  o.  field  cf  Prince  Ed^vard  Irlruid  Irish  Cohhlers  where  the  cul- 
tural methods  cnployed  were  explained  hy  nanr,ger,  Chas.  Barkin.  iailrish 
Cchhler  field  was  the  ol^ject  cf  th3  third  stop.    Hill  unit  seed  plots  of 
Irish  Cohhler  and  the  Early  Ohio  v/ere  studied  on  the  farm  of  i.dolph  Sk^^herg 
where  lunch  was  served.    At  the  VAirden  Bros,  home  farm  an  opportunity  was^ 
afforded  to  st\icly  a  field  of  Triumph  in  which  it  was  claimed  that  no  mosaic 
had  "been  found  in  tiie  seed  stock  during  the  p-ast  two  seasons.     In  another 
field  denonstration  rows  of  certified  Irish  CohlDler  and  Early  Ohio  had  heen  . 
planted  side  hy  side  with  spindle  tilher  stcck.     This  provided  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  observe  the  effect  cf  this  disease  on  the  plants.     On  Knut 
Johnson's  farm  a  field  cf  Early  Ohio  was  inspected  in  whicit  no  disease  has 
"been  detected  in  the  seed  stock  for  the  past  two  seasons.    An  especially 
fine  field  of  Trhmph  was  noted  on  0.  A.  Flaat's  farm  v^ich  was  next  to  the 
last  farm  visited  in  the  eastern  side  of  tte   ccunly.     Tv/o  fields  were  visited 
in  going  to  Crcckston,  one  r^ar  Climax  and  the  other  near  IJielsv ille.  Of 
the  impressions  gained  during  the  day  perhaps  the  strongest  v/ere  the  great 
improvement  that  :e   oeing  made  in  the  seed  stock,  the  "better  cultural  care 
tha.t  is  "being  given  to  the  crop  and  the  sincere  interest  taken  "by  the  growers 
in  attendance  in  impro-^-ed  cultural  practices.     The  potato  stand  in  Polk 
County  appeared  to  he  more  generally  "better  than  in  Clay  County.     Ovving  to 
heavy  rains  in  Kittson  County  tte  last  dey  of  the  State  tour,  whidi  was 
scheduled  to  "be  held  in  t'nat  county,  v/as  a"bandonod. 

On  Friday,  Prci.  Close,  Jens  Uhrenholdt  and  the  v.Titer  went  to  Thief 
River  Falls  to  stady  a  variety-  that  is  "being  grovm  in  that  section  for  the 
California  seed  trade.    This  variety  is  variously  known  as  V/isconsin  Pride, 
Minnesota  Eurhanks,  Fish  Lake  Bumpers,  V.hit  e  Hose,  et?-^,  ard  on  that  a,ccount 
it  v/as  desired  to  make  a  more  carefal  study  of  it^      Oar  previous  identifi- 
cation of  this  varietj'"  r-,s  the  iiinerican  Giant  was     onf ined.     Two  repre- 
sentatives cf  th2  Zucker-an  B.;cs.  cf  Stockton,  Calif,;  furnished  transporta- 
tion for  tte  party  and  took  us  to  several  farms  on  which  th^/  are  conducting 
seed  improvement  v;crk.    Tu"ber  .".ndex  tests  are  made  under  glass  on  the  Zuckor- 
man  Brosr  ranch  near  Stockton  and  the-  inde-:ed  material  is  heing  grown  in  a 
seed  plot  at  Thief  Hiver  Falls.     The  iimerican  Ciunt  is  especially  susceptihle 
to  mosaic  and  the  prchlom  of  securing  disease  free  seed  is  an  exceedingly 
difficult  one.    The  variety-  also  presents  difficulties  in  the  recognition 
of  spindle  tu"ber.    This  is  due  to  the  fact  tlnat  plants  of  the  American  Giant 
as  they  attain  full  size  nart^rally  develop  axillaiy  shoots  vihich  are  more  or 
less  slender  an^  tc  some  extent  simulate  the  appearance  of  plants  having 
spindle  tuher,    Tlie  Zuckerman  representatives,  Messrs,  Rosenfels  and  Thompson, 
are  fully  alive  to  the  difficulty  of  their  prohlem  and  are  planning  more 
carefully  controlled  tuaer  index  studies  this  coming  wint  er,      Mr,  Rosenfels 
is  now  on  his  wsy^  tc  Berkeley,  Calif.    Ihr.  Thompson  is  tc  remain  at  Thief 
River  Falls  until  the  crop  is  harvested  and  shipped. 

On  Saturday  a  local  potato  tour  was  held  in  the  eastern  part  of  Folk 
County,  principally  in  the  vicinity  of  Fcsstcn,  where,  a.cccrc'ang  to  C.  L. 
Fitch,  the  grov/ers  arc  esta"bli siting  a  reputation  for  the  production  of  hi^ 
yielding  and  good  ta"ble  quality  Irish  Co'b'bler  seed  potatoes.     Some  veiy 
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^       good  fields  were  noted  "but  in  most  crises  they  did  not  conpare  in  size  and 
vigor  of  plants  v^ith  sone  of  the  "best  fields  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county  or  in  the  otlsr  sections  of  the  state  visited  during  the  tcur  ♦  County 

"       agents  Aaincdt,  of  the  eastern  part  of  Polk  County, and  Idste,  of  the  western 
part, are  doing  everything  possihle  to  encourage  tte  production  and  use  of 
hi^  grade  seed.      Ilr.  Aanodt  and  Fred  S.  Pratt  of  tlie  Farmers*  Potato  Co, 
of  East  Grand  Forks,  Minn,  were  largely  responsihle  for  tte  success  of 
Thursday's  tour,  and  I>l[r.  E.  M.  Gillig,  seed  potato  specialist  of  the  seed 
firm  of  Leonard,  Cressett  and  Riley,  Inc.,  for  the  successful  conduct  of 
the  Clay  County  local  potato  tour, 

(Wm,  Btuart). 

Washington^  D.  C.  Notes.  Augast  10,  1928. 


The  ter.perature  has  heen  hi^  all  the  week  ami  the  total  precipitation 
ahout  one  inch.     This  rainfall  carae  down  so  fast  that  it  ran  off  thB  hillside 
where  the  late  potato  experiments,  conducted  hy  R.  C.  Wright,  B.  E.  Bror/n  and 
the  writer,  are  planted.      The  ground  is  sxill  dry  around  the  seed  pieces. 
The  lack  of  moisture  and  hot  sm  have  killed  majny  of  the  tips  of  the  gromng 
sprouts  near  the  surface.      The  surface  soil  temperature  has  heen  recorded 
as  high  as  112  and  116  degrees  F.    The  slope  is  tov/ards  the  v/ost  so  the  tem- 
perature remained  hi^  late  in  the  afternoon.    Maro^/  of  t^^s  seed  pieces  with 
the  injured  sprouts  are  gcrrainating  aga-in.    With  a  la,te  fall  and  favorahle 
gromng  conditions  from  now  until  frost  a  good  yield  may  he  harvested. 

The  v/riter  h-.s  not  only  spent  the  entire  v;eek  at  Arlington  Farm  hut 
hcs  heen  arr ivis^'there  one  hour  ahead  of  office  hours  and  staying  ahout 
one-half  hour  later  in  the  evening. 

Notes  v/erc  taken  on  the  late  potato  ezperrcentr;  Tuesday.     The  remainder 
of  the  v/riter's  tLne  has  heen  spent  harvesting  th2  ea]-'jy  planted  experiments 
and  v;orking  on  storage  prohler;-::  in  cooper?t.ion  with  R.  0.  Wright.       The  high- 
est yields  in  the  earl^-  planted  exp-er imenxs  have  gone  over  400  hushels  per 
acre. 

i.  deleg-ation  of  farrrers  representing  Franklin  County  Farm  Bureau, 
Pennsylvania,  visited  Arlington  Experimencal  Farm  on  'Wednesday.     There  were 
168  automohiles  and  one  Ir.rgo  hus  in  the  line.     This  was  the  largest  dele- 
gation that  tiB  Arlington  Experimental  F-.rm  hrs  ever  welcomed.    Ilany  made 
remarks  ahout  the  good  looking  autom.ohiles  and  other  appearances  resulting 
from  good  farm^ing.    There  were  several  potato  growers  in  tYB  delegation  who 
had  made  the  Pennsylvania  400-Bushel  Cluh,    After  a  picnic  luncheon  addresses 
were  gi¥en  hy  Superintendent  E.  C.  Butterfiold,  who  v/elcomed  the  visitors 
and  gave  them  tlie  history  of  the  farm,  and  outlined  the  various  lines  of  in- 
vestigation work  heing  conducted;  W.  J.  I.Iorse,  who  spoke  on  soy  heans  and 
cowpeas;  E.  A.  Hallov/ell,  on  clovers  and  alfalfas  and  Walter  M.  Peacock,  on 
potat  oes. 

l^uch  credit  is  due  to  tte  Counly  Agent,  Congressman  Beers  and  other 
lea,ders  in  Franklin  County  Farm  Bureau  |lrganization  of  Pennsylvania  for 
getting  the  hearty  cooperation  of  its  memhers  and  tl'ie  splendid  v/ay  the  fele- 
gation  v/as  handled.     Superintendent  Butterfield  njid  his  assistants  also  share 
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in  th.e  latter  at  the  fain.      The  delet>"'tes  ezpressed  thoir  appreciation  and 
eiycyed  their  visit  at  i-rlin^jtcn  Experimental  Fr.m. 

Carload  shipments  have  declined  during  tiie  week,  "but  th£  price  has 
net  increased  according- ly.    The  carload  shipment  is  not  a  £COcL  gauge  as  to 
the  amount  of  potatoes  heing  marketed  "beca"use  Nov/  Jersey  and  Long  Island 
are  trucking  theE  to  the  nearhy  markets.     On  Tuesday'-,  Kev7  Jersey  Irish  Ccb- 
hlers,  U.  S.  Ko.l  in  150  Ih.  sacks  sold  for  $1.60  to  $1,75  and  Kaw  Valley, 
Kansas  Irish  Cohhlers,  U.  S.  Nc.l  for  50$^  to  60^  per  100  Ih,  sack  at  famsrs' 
shipping  points. 

On  the  Nev/  York  ircrket  Nev/  Jersey  and  Long  Island  Irish  CoTshlers, 
U.  S.  No.l  were  sold  for  $2,00  to  $2.25  per  150  lb.  sack.     The  New  Jersey 
stock  sold  for  less  in  Philadelphia,  §1.85  to  $1.95  p^^:  150  l"b.  sack.  East- 
ern Shore  cloth  cohered  stave  "barrels,  Irish  Co"b"blers  U.  S.  Grade  Uo.l,  sold 
v;lc75  to  $2;10  on  the  Philadelphia  market  and  poor  grades  for  ^,^1.50  per  hhlo 

Dug  to  the  higher  freight  rates  frcm  distant  points  tte  price  of 
potatoes  in  the  eastera  markets  should  increase.     Grov/ers  v/ill  find  it  "bene- 
ficial to  market  only  potatoes  of  high  quality  an:l  to  he  careful  not  to  glut 
the  market.      Furthermore,  the  lat^  crop  is  far  from  heing  made  yet. 


( \7ait  er  M.  Pe  ac cc k  ) . 
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Au/mst  11,  1928. 


The  wc-ather  during  the  first  pr.rt  of  the  wec-k  wr.s  nhcut  normr.l  fcr 
this  season  of  the  yenr.     The  lr,st  three  doys  have  "been  very  hot. 

The  v/riter  left  Greeley  Wednesday  to  attend  Vit: iter's  Dr^  at  the 
Colorado  Hi^jh  Lltitudo  Station,  which  is  located  at  Avon,  Colo.  The 
trip  from  Denver  to  Avon  was  nac^e  v/ith  President  Lory  of  the  Colorado 
ii^ricultural  Colletje;  Director  C.  P.  Gillette  and  llr.  L.  D.  Sweet.  The 
High  Altitude  Station  hr.s  an  elevation  of  7700  feet.     It  was  Gstahlishod 
primaril2''  as  a  demons t rat ional  farm  for  vegotahle  crops.    Some  exp:,rinental 
v/ork,  however,  is  being  conducted.    Peas,  lettuce  and  potatoes  are  the 
principal  crops  "being  grcm  this  year.      The  peas  are  "being  grcv/n  hcth  fcr 
the  green  peas  and  the  seed.      A  five  acre  field  of  Peachblow  and  a  ten  acr 
field  of  Kusset  Burbanks  v/ere  being  grovm  on  a  field  basis.    A  test  plot 
of  200  varieties  ox  potatoes  was  inspected  by  the  visitors.     The  potato 
work  was  discussed  by  lUrr  C.  He  Metzger.    Ilr.  Hetzgcr  explained  that  the 
test  plot  contained  varieties  from  the  "United  States,  Canada  and  South 
ionerica.    Kany  duplications  v;ere  not  iced  in  tlie  test  and  much  disease  was 
in  evidence. 

A  program  v/as  given  at  one  o'clock  at  which  time  Dr.  Sandston  ex- 
plained the  work  of  the  station,    lilr.  W.  H.  Olin,  Agricultural  Supervisor 
for  the  D,  &  R.  Hallway  Compar^j',  was  in  charge  of  the  program.    After  the 
conclusion  of  tlie  progrcm,  txB  writer  had  an  oppcrtanity  to  insjpect  a  car 
of  green  peas  which  is  being  packed  fcr  shipment  t^  Mow  York.    The  car 
contained  460  crates.    The  crates  contained  from  40  to  50  pounds  of  peas 
which  were  packed  together  ?/ith  25  pounds  of  ice. 

It  was  learned  that  grov;ers  were  beirog  paid  four  cents  per  pound 
for  their  peas.     The  early  crop  of  lettuce  has  not  been  verj  good  in  the 
mountain  section  this  year.    Kuch  of  that  crop  is  infected  with  tip  burn. 
It  is  reported,  however,  that  tlie  late  crop  gives  promise  of  being  much 
better. 

Ccimty  Agent  Stuart  of  Mcntevista,  infoimed  the  writer  that  there 
had  been  two  frosts  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  in  the  month  of  July.  Tlie 
frosts  did  some  damage  to  the  potato  vines,  beans  and  other  crops.  Ilr, 
Stuart  reports  that  there  is  considerable  blackleg  in  the  potatoes  in 
the  San  Luis  "Valley  this  year. 

The  v/riter  expects  to  leave  for  Nebraska j  Sunday  night  or  Ilonc'^y 
morning,  to  attend  the  Western  Nebraska  Potato  Tour, 


tW.  C.  Edmund son). 
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PresquG  Isle-,  Ke.  Notes  Au^nxst  14,  1928. 

Tho  v;en,ther  ii-^.s  been  ccld  r.nd  wet  fcr  tte  i"~r,  st  v/eek  uj  tc  Sxuiuay. 
i  T-.iondry.  ojicL  tcdn^y  are  very  hct.    The  tenipe rairare  at  Arccst  j^k  Fo,m  tccLaj' 

Ivlr.  B.  E.  Brcv/n  r.nu  Dr.  Hcjelr.nc.  frcn  Office  cf  Scil  lertilit^'  ar- 
rived Wednesday  ncrning  tc  take  nctes  cn  fertilizer  ]:.lots  cn  Arccstcck 
Farra  cni  these  in  I.Iai;leton.    Beth  left  cn  the  ni;-ht  train  Saturday  fcr  New 
Yor  ko 

Beth  Federal  and  State  men  have  teen  "busy  fcr  several  days  {-ettin:^ 

ready  fcr  the  Aroraai  Farn  Bureau  Field  Lriy  which  is  scheduled  fcr  Wednesdai'', 
August  15. 

Crrain  is  rar--'iirxS  repidl^^  and  with  continued  dry  v/ eat  her  shculd  "be 
ready  tc  he>rve?t  in  a  v/eek. 

Late  hiight  is  net  spreading  ver^^  rapidLj'-.     The  hot  weather  v/e  are 
having  for  a  few  days  should  hold  it  in  c  he  die. 

(P.,  M.  Lontord). 

Washington,  I).  C.  Ilotes-.  A-ggniEt  17,  1928. 

Tvi'o  rain  and  '5?ind  stcrnis  Iiave  "been  recorded  here  during  the  past 
week..  The  40-hcur  rainfall  wiiich  ended  ax  9'oclock  last  Sund-o^y-  night  sets 
a  reecrd  fcr  ai]   tine  in  thi:^  locality  rribh  a  total  cf  6,67  inches  of  water. 
Tho  £4-hcur  period  of  Saturdoy  night  .-^Jid  :-!._nday,.  v;hen  the  stcra  v/as  at  its 
height  shattered  all  rererds  ~ith  a  fall  cf  6,6C-  inches-.     The  greatest  pre- 
vious 24-hour  rainfall'/t''li  Augiast  12,  1898,  when  tiierc  \7aE  a  fall  cf  4.96 
inches.     The  second  stoiTn  heg^vn  last  night  and  since  tho  start  2.00  inches 
of  rainfall  hr,s  been  recorded  at  the  Arlin;tcn  F^r; o rimental  Farm,  Va.  This 
luakes  a  total  of  lOoSS  inches  fcr  the  week.      Tne  forecast  fcr  today  and 
tcEiorrow  is  showers,  according  tc  the  U.  S,  Weatpaer  Bui^eau  Forecaster,  who 
stated  that  the  remnant  of  the  second  stern  would  harig  ever  this  vicinitj'" 
dur  i  n^;,-  t  his  pe  r  i  c  d . 

The  late  pota.tc  e25.;erinento  "being  cn  a  hillside  have  "been  injured 
"by  the  dcwnpcujrs  cf  these  twc  stems.    Hcwover,  a  fair  yield  is  still  ex- 
P'ected  fron  nest  of  the  exper inonts . 

One  experinent  was  planted  v/ith  fine  looking  Green  Mountains  shipped 
fron  I'fcine  last  April,     The  seed  pieces  fron  tlEse  potatoes  have  geminated 
well  and  seen  tc  lack  vitality  in  ccnp arisen  with  others  planted  the  saiae 
ie<y  and  under  similar  conditions. 

Shipnonts,  Karkets  and  Prices. 


Eastern  Shore ,  (!.Iaiy land  ani  Virginia)  is  the  heaviest  Shipping  section 
with  ITev;  Jersey  a  close  second  .?Jid  Kansas  third. 


• 

I 


-3- 


On  WocLnesdny  tliG  New  Jersey  Irish  CoTDlDle-rs ,  U.  S.  Grade  No.l,  v/crc 
soiling  for  $1.50  per  150  !>>.  sack  in  c^-.r  lets  f.  o.  "bi  shippinc:  points. 
Irish  CoVDlors,  U.  S.  Grade  ITc.l  sold  for  50-55  cents  rer  100  Ihs.  in 
sacks  f.   c.  "b.  carlo rds  at  the  Kavr  Valley  shipping  points. 

In  Philaielphia,  Pa.  U.  S.  IJo.l  East  Shore  yil^ginia,  cloth  top  stave 
harrels  Irish  Gchhlers,  hrandod,  sold  for  4'l.e5;  I\Iov/  Jersey  150  Ih.  sacks 
Irish  Cct'Dlers  .?1.60. 

On  the  Chicat,-c  market  Misscuri  and  K-jisas  sacked  Irish  CohhlerE, 
U.  S.  No.l  sold  for  75  to  85  cents  per  cwt.  and  Eastern  Shore  Irish 
Cohhlers  in  clcth  top  stave  "barrels,  U.  S.  ITg.I  ^2.65, 

IJew  York  "larket-  New  Jersey  Irish  Gohhlers,  U.  S.  ITc.l  in  150  Ih, 
sacks  sold  for  lloSS  to  $1.75  and  Eastern  {vhore  stock  of  the  sane  grade 
and  variety  in  tarrels,  hest  .S1.75-&E.00  aiii  poorer  $1.25-$1. 50. 

The  tntleck  is  net  hripht  with  a  forecast  of  459,737,000  hashols 
according  to  conditions  cf  Auj_7ust  first  against  ^Jr06,964,000  the  last  year. 
The  Irrgest  e:ri.~ected  increases  in  the  late  producing  states  are-  Michigan 
'."ith  an  increase  cf  11,418,000  hushels  over  last  year;  Wisconsin  9,618,000 
h.ishels;  Pennsylvania  4,900,000  "bushels;  Cclcradc  2,867,000  'caishels; 
Kev;  York  2,239,000  hushels;  Minnesota  1,445,000  ""cushols;  Tlainc  1,412,000 
"bushels  and  West  Virginia  1,313,000  "bushels  over  last  j^car's  reduction. 

(\valter  11.  Peacock). 

Holland,  Minn.  IJctes.  /ugust  11,  1928. 


The  celehratod  Hcllardale  district  in  Hinnosc  ta  v.'as  visited  on 
Monday,  Au^nist  6  "by  G.  P.  Gl0£;3  and  tlE  t/riter.     On  the  15,000  acres  cf 
peat,  nuck  and  rdneral  soils  rcclained  hy  the  Pa'Tio  Investnent  Gcmpany 
some  7500  acres  cf  potatoes  are  "■oein.?  grcrm  tiiis  seaccn  cf  v/hich  approz- 
iinatcly  1500  acres  have  "been  entered  for  certification.       The  heavy  rains 
cf  the  previous  week  v/hich  were  officially  reported  -.s  amounting  to  5,97 
inches  in  48  hours  res'olted  in  serious  drjaage  to  certain  areas  of  potatoes 
and  celery.     No  official  estinate  of  the  acre?^.  :e  injured  or  ccnplctely 
destroyed  had  as  yet  "oeen  nade  but  it  would  pro^'cTihly  not  exceed  over  from 
five  .to  seven  per  cent.     The  condition  of  tlie  crop  outside  of  the  daniage 
caused  "by  the  flooding  cf  certain  areas  was  fairly  good  as  a  \"hole.  On 
the  other  hand  fhore  v/as  ample  evidence  cf  the  deterioration  of  the  stock 
as  a  result  cf  the  presence  of  too  high  a  percentage  of  spindle  tu"ber. 
Except  in  the  case  of  vdicre  ne";,'  lots  of  certified  Irish  Cco"bler  o^nd  Triuraph 
seed  had  heon  planted  most  of  the  acreage  planted  with  Hollanlaie  grown 
seed  will  not  ;^ass  certification.    Shizcctcnia  has  heen  unusually  severe 
this  season  and  in  many  of  the  fields  exanined  it  was  quite  evident  that 
it  had  Dxsterially  reduced  the  potato  set.    lihiscctcnia  scil  control 
r.ieasures  ccnctitute,  in  py  judgment,  an  important  challenge  to  the  plant 
pathologist,  soil  "biologist,  "bacteriologist  or  chenist  locking  toward  the 
discovery  of  some  practical  m.ethod  cf  destroying  this  fiongus  in  the  scil 
and  at  the  same  tine  not  injuring  henef icial  soil  flora. 
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Thaiiks  ars  due  to  I.Ir,  Ben  Picha,  wiic  is  in  chp.rre  cf  the  potr.tc 
pi-ojcct    on  the  Hcll-ndr.lo  tract,  fcr  mkin-j  it  pcssihle  fcr  us  to  see  a 
cons iderahle  part  of  tiio  potato  acroatTO  and  to  neot  scr.;e  cf  the  .;rov.'crE. 
A  nurlber  of  fertilizer  tests  are  "beinr;  ccndacted  to  doterraine  the  ir.cst 
■profitable  arncxuits  to  use  raid  also  a  proper  oalanco  cf  the  throe  essential 
plojit  food  elGEients.     In  our  return  from  Hcll^Ji-dalc  "by  >us  to  St.  Paul  we 
were  afforded  an  opportunity  of  vi^vlng  the  devastation  wrcupht  "fcy  a  cy- 
clonic stern  in  the  vicinity  of  HcsariOnnt,  scrie  two  hours  previously. 

St^a-.rt). 

Forth  D-kota  ITotos.  ;ai::ust  15  .  1926. 


On  u>j.esfa,y  evoninp,  Au'-ust  7,  the  v/riter  joined  th;  See  Line 
Potato  Tour  Special  at  Minneaiclis,    This  i-c^ir,  which  v/cs  jointly  spon- 
soroa  "by  the  Aroert  Ililler  &  Ccnipany  of  Chicarx)  and  the  Soo  Line  Hail^voy 
lef  G  Chi  capo  the  rii~"nt  ^^efcro,    iTie  o"bject  of  the  tour  was  to  acquaint 
representatives  frc?.  states  dependent  upon  upon  ncrthorn-frrown  seed  potatoes 
v.'ith  a  rathor  extensive  seed  potato  produciiifr  project  in  territory  conti'uous 
to  the  See  Line  in  ITorth.  Dakota. 

The  tour  was  unique  in  respect  to  its  manner  of  trpjisportat ion  in 
that  the  pr^rt;-  traveled  fron  ore  point  to  another  in  the  potato  territoiy 
in  a  special  train  consisting  of  pullnan  c^rs  and  diner _  as  we?.!  as  the 
privrato  cars  of  sone  of  the  railway  officials.    Yico  president  Frazik  3. 
ITewnan  accompanied  the  party  throujiicut  the  trip. 

The  first  stop,  v/as  uade  at  Leal,  lorth  La'-xta,  '.7cdnesday  Kerning;, 
Au.just  8,  where  the  party  f  :und  autoi::o^jij.eE  in  >";;,itinr-  to  transport  then 
to  the  potato  fields  selected  for  visitation.  Fcur  fams  were  visited  in 
the  forenoon  on  which  several  strains  of  Tiluiiiph  were  ociri{7  prcwn  to  de- 
temine  their  relative  r.ierits  fcr  foundation  stock,  Oie  strain  cf  Ep^rly 
Ohio  was  also  noted. 

Fertilizer  stuc'les  to  detemine  the  xequirementp  of  tli2  soils  as 
regrards  nitrogen,  phosphorous  and  potash  n,nd  the  apprcodTnate  araount  necessary 
to  secure  maxiraun  yields  were  also  heing  conducted  on  all  four  farns.  On 
return  from  this  inspection  trip  the  po-rty  again  1: carded  the  train  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Car rinpt on,  luncheon  "being  served  durirg  the  trip.     The  sanB 
tr an sx:;ortati on  accornncdations  were  found  at  Carr-vn;:ton  and  fi^e  potato 
fields  on  as  nany  farr;.s  were  inspected.     In  the  Carrin  -ton  sections  several 
strains  of  Irish  Co"bhler  are  "being;  grown.     Prince  Edward  Island  ond  Minnesota 
7/ere  the  scu.rces  of  seed  supply.     In  three  of  the  five  fields  visited  the  hot 
formaldehyde  seed  treatncjit  v/as    being  ccniT)ared  v/ith  xmtreated  seed.  Gen- 
erally speakint",  hetter  stands  had  "been  o'otained  iron  the  treated  seed.  The 
day  was  concluded  with  an  evening  prcgran  in  Carringt on* s  citj^  park  at  which 
a  nxunber  of  short  addresses  were  nade  and  several  selections  rendered  "by  an 
inpromivtu  qiiartet  composed  of  nerib-ers  of  tiie  parlj.-.     The  enjoyment  of  the 
occasion  wf^  further  enhanced  oy  a  hand  concert  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
evening. 


» 


Durin^;  the  ni  jht  the  trnin  ;  rccoedcd  to  H-.rvoy  and  on  T}mrsdr\y  nomine 
the  iTood  people  of  Harvey  and  vicinity'-  were  on  h^.nd  with  thoir  -.xitcmo'biles. 
Four  potato  fields  \;erc  inspectGd  in  the  forenoon  affcrdin.;:  an  cpportanity 
to  study  the  "behavior  of  Irish  Go"bbler,  Early  Ohio  and  Trronph.      A  75-car 
capacity  potato  v/arehoiiEe  is  under  coiu traction  "by  the  AlL^ert  ITiller  &  Co. 
at  this  point.    This  v/ill  nikc  possible  the  storage  of  seed  stock  under  fav- 
i'ra-Dle  ccnditi  ons . 

On  the  return  of  the  party  those  ccntinuinfT  the  trip  li'carded  the  train 
and  proceeded  to  Minot  and  from  there  ^oy  auto  to  Burlington  in  the  vicinity 
of  T/h-ich  several  potato  fields  were  visited  to  ctudy  tie   behavior  of  T.Iinnesota 
state  certified  Irish  CchlDlers,  IJorth  Dakota  state  certified  Triuinph  and  Early 
Ohio  arxl  ccnuaon  stock  of  these  two  varieties,    k  plot  cf  Green  Mountains  was 
also  noted  in  which  two  varietal  r.ixtures  v;are  rather  ahundant.     l^either  cf 
these  mistLires  coitld  he  identified,    Burins"  tte  ni-'-ht  the  train  proceeded  tc 
Anaraocse.    T-zo  fields  containing  Irish  Co^'Her,  and  Triunph  stock,  "both  certi- 
fied and  uncertified,  were  ins'pected  in  tlie  foronoon.     Tlie  party  spent  tlie 
afternoon  at  the  Ilccrhead  Earns  ahout  six  .-^-iles  out  of  iuiamoosc.     Sone  325 

acres  of  potatoes  are  hein^-  ,-rovm  on  one  cf  the  throe  farr.is  ccraposin,:^  a  5000 
acre  tractov/nod  "jy  E.  P.  lioorhead  of  T.Tinneapolis.    Extensive  fertilizer  and 
seed  treatment  tests  are  oeinf:  condj.cted  on  this  place;  5  and  ?  acre  plots 
are  heini^  used  for  each  fertiliz.er  application.     The  Ar::^iour  Fertilizer  Co,  of 
Chicago  is  fur ni diin^-  the  fertilizer  aixL  assistin,?T  in  th?  tests  anc'.  the  E.  I, 
Dupont  Co.  supplied  the  organic  raercury  cGnpcun.ds  icr  the  seed  treat^aent 
plot  s. 

A  90-car  capacity  potato  storape  warehourc  is  under  constraction  at 
Anamoose  "by  the  Albort  r.ilier  &:  Co.  accorc'ln  ■  tv.  plans  furnished  by  the 
A.pricultural  Department  of  th.  Sco  Linc^     It  v/ill  ornbody  sone  of  the  more 
adva,nced  ccncopt iori-:!  of  a  periect  seed  potat;  storage  house. 

Owing  to  o-'-her  Gn"a;-Tnents  the  writer  was  obliged  tc  leave  the  potato 
tour  at  thif:  points       Of  the  jmoresrions  rcc~i¥od  on  this  trip  periiaps  the 
strongest  wo,s  thax  of  the  ina.'ri'Ji cude  cf  the  soed  potato  cnteip-rise  undertaken 
by  the  Al'oert  lliller  &  Co.-,  ari.  its  pcssibilitie  n ,  if  properly  conducted.  The 
project  as  a  v/hole  furnishes  several  object  lessens  anrng  which  are  the 
necessity  ..f  isolating  individual  lots  or  strains  of  seed.     The  care  necessary 
to  exercise  in  the  securing  of  proper  foujidation  stock  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  the  seed  plot  as  .m  adjunct  to  ccnnerciai  seed  production. 


(\Vrn.  Stuart). 
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Greeley,  Colo,  Notes . 


August  21,  192  8. 


The  writer  left  Greeley  August  12  for  KinlDall,  Nebr.,  to  attend  the 
Vfestcrn  Ne"braska  Potato  Tour.      Iiv .  V/m.  Stuart  met  the  writer  at  Kim'ball, 
having  arrived  Sunday  ni^t  to  attend  the  tour,      I!onday  was  spent  in 
visiting  potatc  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Kim'ball,  fields  of  "both  irrigated 
and  unirrigated  seed  "being  inspected.     On  Tuesday,  fields  in  the  vicinity 
of  Scotts  Bluff  were  inspected.     Test  plots  containing  sajnples  of  all  seed 
offered  for  c>Grtif  ication  in  Nehraska,  were  inspected.      This  planting  is 
done  to  enable  the  inspectors  to  view  the  different  strains  of  seed  in  ad- 
vance of  the  field  inspection. 

Those  on  the  tour  lunched  at  the  Scotts  Bluff  Experimental  Station, 
where  a  few  short  talks  v/ere  given  before  visiting  the  plots  at  the  station. 
Late  in  the  -afternoon,  the  tour  proceeded  to  Alliance,  where  we  were  enter- 
tained "by  the  Alliance  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  a  banquet;      Wednesday  morning 
the  experimental  work  v;hich  is  toeing  conducted  "by  Mr,   H.  0.  V/crncr  ard  Dr. 
Goss,  pathologist,  w-.,s  inspected  hy  those  on  the  touj".     Some  ver,'-  interest- 
ing work  is  "being  carried  on  by  these  men  in  the  interest  of  the  seed  potato 
industry  of  Ne"braska.      More  detailed  information  regarding  the  tour  v/ill  "oe 
found  in  the  notes  of  Dr.  Stur.rt, 

Dr.  Stu^-.rt  and  the  writer  left  lTe"braska  Wednesday  noon  and  arrived  at 
Greel^  that  night.     Saturday,  Dr.  Stu.art  and  the  writer  visited  potato 
fields  in  the  Fort  Ilorgan  district.    The  Fort  Morgan  district  produces  mostly 
Irish  Cob"blers.     It  v/as  found  that  vshile  the  crop  in  most  districts  v/as  fully 
ripe,  ver;/-  few  of  the  growers  were  digging  their  potatoes  at  this  time,  mostly 
"because  of  the  low  price.     It  was  found  upon  inspecting  the  fields,  that  con- 
siderahle  injury  had  been  done  the  crop  "by  the  ravages  of  the  wire  v/orin.  In 
some  instances,  grov;ers  reported  that  at  least  one-third  of  their  crop  had  to 
be  sorted  out  if  a  No.l  grade  v/as  raide.    The  late  crop  of  potatoes  in  the 
hailed  area  of  the  Greeley  district  ii  not  looking  especially  promising  at 
the  present  time.     Potatoes  outside  of  th:  hailed  area,  however,  should  pro- 
duce a  good  crop. 

Dr.  \7m.  Stuart  left  Greeley  Llonday  for  Washington,  D.  C. 

(W.  C.  Edimindson). 

Presque  Isle,  Lie.  Notes.  j^ugust  20,  1928. 


For  four  days  beginning  ilonday  the  temperature  v/as  the  highest  that 
the  writer  has   seen  in  Arocstcok  in  14  years.      Friday  afternoon  anii  evening 
showers  gave  great  relief  arid  Sunda;^'-  v/as  real  cool. 

The  annual  Field  Day,  V/ednesday,  the  15th,  v/as  a  great  success  and 
the  largest  attendance  at  any  Field  Day  on  Aroostook  Farm;  486  cars  were 
counted  and  the  attendance  estimated  at  2000.     The  day  was  hot  and  dry  with 
a  fair  hreeze.     The  morning  was  devoted  to  inspection  of  the  Federal  and 
State  Experimental  v/ork  while  in  the  afternoon  speeches  and  demonstrations 
v/ere  scheduled.      The  majority  of  those  in  attendance  "brought  their  ovm 
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y  lunches  v/hich  v/ere  crAen  cn  tho  grounds.    The  local  Grancro  operp.ted  r-n 

ice  crecia  stand  v/horo  ice  cream,  hct-dcgs,  scft  drinkr,  etc,  cculd  he  pro- 
cur  ed . 

The  v;r iter  expects  tc  leave  Tuesday,  August  21,  fcr  points  in  ilew 
Branswick  and  Prince  Edward  Isl&nd  tc  locate  seed  stock. 

I  (P.  H.  Lcnhard) . 

Wr.shington,  D.  C.  ITctes.  ■r.ugus  t  25  ,  1928. 

On  Tuesday  night  1.1  inches  of  rainfall  v/as  recorded  at  the  Arlingtcn 
Sxperinental  F,ann.,  Va.    For  nearly  tv/c  Vifeeks  the  ground  has  "been  practic:J.ly 
saturated.      During  this  period  of  12  days  there  has  "been  11.78  inches  of 
rain.     The  atmosphere  h-.s  cooled  off  arjd  mth  a  north  v/ind.  clear  v/eather 
sliould  prevail  fcr  tlcis  next  24  hours  or  longer. 

During  the  week  the  writer  hr^x;  taken  field  notes,  worked  on  storage 
prchlens  ard  assisted  in  taking  the  final  notes  and  pictures  of  the  third 
planting  in  v/Mch  a  detail  study  is  heing  made  of  the  effect  of  various 
fertilizers  on  fresh  cut  and  suherized  seed  potatoes. 

Shipments  and  Prices-  The  mr.rket  remains  dull  with  slow  demrztd  in 
nest  markets.     The  daily  carload  shipment  in  reference  tc  the  demand  is 
misleading  hecause  at  this  season  of  the  year  the  hauling  of  potatoes  into 
mr.rket       trucks  is  prchahly  at  the  maximum  of  activity.     This  is  not  only 
true  of  Nev/  Jersey  and  Long  Island  "but  many  other  sections  near  city  markets. 

On  August  21  the  shippers  were  selling  the  U.  S.  Grade  Uo,  1  ITcw 
Jersey  Irish  Cchhlcrs    fcr  6l.50  per  150  Ih.  sack,  and  Kaw  Valley  Irish 
Cohhlers  for  50  cents  per  cwt.  f.o.b.  shipping  points.    Eastern  Shore  stock 
is  still  on  all  the  principal  eastern  markets  and  selling  for  vl»50  to  v'2.50 
per  "bhl.  in  comparison  with  Hew  Jersey  stock  for  $1.00  to  SI. 45  per  100  Ihs. 

(\7alter  M.  Peacock). 

I'lehraska  Notes.  August  25,  1926. 

The  "ioinual  Western  Ilehraska  Potato  Tour"  which  was  held  August  15  tc 
16  proved  one  of  the  most  interesting  ever  attended  hy  the  writer.  The 
first  day  of  the  tour  v/as  held  in  Kimhall  County,  v/ith  Leonard  Wilson,  county 
extension  agent  in  charge.     Several  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Kimhall  and 
B^ashnell  were  inspected  and  with  hardly  an  exception  the  stock  v/as  found  to 
he  free  enough  from  diseases  to  paso  field  inspection.     On  account  of  hoavj- 
rains  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  grcv/ing  season  which  packed  the  soil 
and  induced  shallower  root  development  most  of  the  fields  visited  were  show- 
ing the  effect  of  the  hi^  temperatures  ^7hich  had  prevailed  for  several  days 
and  a  short  droughty  period.     If  the  conditions  then  prevailing  are  continued 
for  a  week  or  so  it  will  result  in  a  premature  ripening  of  the  Triumph  variety.' 
which  is  most  generally  grov/n  in  the  dry  land  sections  of  v/cstern  Nehraska. 
The  day's  toux  ended  with  the  arrival  of  the  party  at  Scottshluff  in  the 
evening. 
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Tuosdoiy's  tour  included  tho  inspection  of  dry  land  r-.nd  irrigated  fields 

in  Scctts'bluff  r.nd  Morril  Coxinties,  the  tour  "being  conducted  by  county  regent, 
?M1  Sheldon.      One  of  the  nest  interesting  features  of  the  forenoon  v/as  thr-t 
of  the  275  sr^npleB  of  certified  seed  plr.nted  "by  Experiment  Station  ropresentn,- 
tives  on  the  fam  of  L.  a.  Montz,  eight  miles  north  of  Scotts"bluf f ,  v/hile  the 
nest  interesting  feature  of  the  afternoon  tour  was  tho,t  of  a  stud;^^  of  the  crop 
rotation  plots  at  the  Scottsloluff  exp'jrinent  farm  in  which  potatoes  are  an  im- 
portant crop.      The  effect  of  continuous  cropping  v/ith  potatoes  v/aa  compared 
v/ith  a  2,  3,  4  and  5-year  rotation  in  which  alfalfa  and  sweet  clcrer  were  the 
soil  restoring  agents  as  compared  with  sugr.r  "beets  and  other  crops.    The  low 
p.verage  yield  of  t"ne  continuous  cropped  plot  -  a'bcut  125  "bushels  per  acre  - 
as  compared  with  a  four  or  five-year  alfalfa  rotation  or  a  three-year  sweet 
clover  rotation  resulting  in  yields  of  350  "busliels  per  acre  furnished  convinc- 
ing evidence  of  the  value  of  a  proper  crop  rotation  system  in  the  prcd-uction 
of  a  profita'ble  crop  of  potatoes.     Some  especially  fine  fields  of  potatoes 
were  o'bserved  during  the  day.     Early  "blif]iit  v/as  rather  a"'oundant  in  some  fields 
particularly  on  ear]y  planted  Irish  CclD"blor.     The  day's  trip  ended  at  Alliance 

On  the  third  day  of  the  trip  fields  v/ere  visited  in  the  vicinity  of 
Alliance  in  the  forenoon.     The  experimental  plats  of  the  Plant  Pathology  and 
Horticultural  Departments  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  of  the  University  of 
Nehraska,  conducted  hy  Dr.  R,  'iiT.  Gcss  and  Prof.  H.  0.  Werner,  were  easily 
the  most  interesting  feature  of  the  forenoon's  program.      These  plots  con- 
tained some  interesting  experiments  on  virus  diEei,se  transmission  ,  seed  dis- 
infection treatments,  date  of  plojiting  tests,  size  of  seed  piece  and  planting 
distance,  depth  cf  planting  yield  tests  of  ten  outstanCing  strains,  etc.  On 
the  farm  of  John  Nielsen, six  miles  east  of  Berca,  the  Western  Ilehraska  Certi- 
fied Potato  Growers  Cooperative  is  growing  a  six-acre  found:;,ticn  seed  plat 
with  various  lines  cf  seed  potatoss  tu"be r-indexed  "by  the  Horticultural  Depart- 
ment of  the  College  of  Agriculture,     There  v/as  also  on  this  farm  a  four-acre 
increase  seed  plat  planted  with  an  automatic  tu"ber  unit  planter.    At  this 
point  Jlr,  Edmund  son  and  the  v^-iter  left  the  tour  ari.1  ntai'ted  for  Greeley  ,Colo , 
A  hrief  step  was  made  at  the  Scotts'oluf f  Station  tc  stud^,-  the  "beh-avior  of 
three  of  the  Department's  seedling  potatoes  which  are  "being  tested  at  that 
point. 

The  following  comments  on  the  Triumph  seed  potato  situation  in 
v/esteni  Nehraska  may  prove  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  "The  5^e".  Since 
the  writer's  last  participation  in  a  Western  Ne"braEka  Potato  Tour  some  four 
or  five  years  ago  it  is  possible  tc  notice  a  very  decided  general  imprcvcment 
in  the  character  of  tte  seed  nov;  being  produced.      This  is  evident  in  itr; 
comparative  freedom  from  injurious  diseases    particularly  of  that  group 
characterized  as  virus  diseases.     There  v/as  also  es^ident  on  the  part  of  the 
groviers  in  attendance  a  much  rricre  intelligent  knov/ledge  of  potato  diseases 
and  a  keener  interest  in  the  production  of  good  seed,      I.Tiich  credit  is  due  tc 
the  Hcrticiiltural  and  Pathological  Deppxtments  of  the  College  of  Agriculture- 
for  the  seed  potato  imp")rovement  noted.      The  Nebraska  Certified  Potato  Growers 
Cooperative,  throu;;^  its  energetic  manager,  Wm.  Korrc\7,  is  also  exerting  a 
marked  influence  in  the  development  of  tte   seed  potato  in^lusti:^-. 


(Wm.  Stuart). 


Coloradc  ITctos.  ..ugust  25,  1928. 


Au.mst  16  tc  16  ".vas  dovcted  to  the  inspecticn  ci  pctr.tc  fields  in  the 
Greel^'-  and  Fort  Mcr^r?,n  districts  and  to  aa  exajnination  cf  the  experinsntal 
potD.tc  work  Deint:  ccnducted  at  the  Colcrn,dc  Pctatc  Exrerinant  Str.ticn  nec,r 
Gr  8  e  1^'- . 

The  crops  on  the  Station  fam  have  Doen  quite  seriously  injured  "by 
hail  storms.      This  ie  particularly  true  in  the  case  cf  the  "bean  crop  which 
was  totally  destrc^-ed  and  to  a  sonewhat  lesser  extent  as  re,;^..rds  cereal  crops. 
The  alfalfa  and  potato  crops  suffered  least  injury.    Ls  a  {general  thing  in 
the  hailed  areas  the  potato  crop  has  "been  sufficiently  injured  to  cause  a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  yield  and  delay  in  the  naturity  of  the  crop.  Happily 
some  sections  escaped  the  hail  and  hid  fair  to  produce  a  nomal  crop.  In 
the  Fort  Morgan  district  the  growers  have  practically  quit  hoa-vesting  their 
early  crop  of  Irish  Cootlers  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  market  and  the 
heavy  grading  necessary  to  put  up  a  U.  S.  llo.  1  grade.    With  sacked  Fo.l  grade 
Irish  Cohhler  potatoes  selling  for  50(2f  per  100  Ih.  sack  f.o.h.  track  and  a 
grade— out  of  approximately  one-third  of  the  potatoes  due  to  wirejvorm  injury 
there  is  little  incentive  to  harvest  the  crop,  as  after  deducting  the  cost  of 
the  sack,  and  the  lahor  involved  in  harvesting,  picking,  grading  and  hauling 
the  potatoes  to  shipping  point  there  is  little  left  tc  apply  to  production 
costs , 

On  I-on;ilay,  August  20,  lir,  Edmundson  and  the  writer  drove  tc  Denver  and 
spent  an  interesting  hour  discussing  the  potato  situation  with  Ivlr.  Lou  H.  Sr/eet 
All  indications  seem  to  point  tc  a  reasona.'blj''  good  potato  crop  in  Colorado. 


(V.'m.  Stua.rt). 


THE  EYE 

WEEKLY  POTATO  BUI.LSTIil 
of 

OPPIOE  OF  HOfiTICULTURE 


m  1  1928 


Th.e  material  contained  herein  is  not  for  publication  except  "by 
permission  from  Office  of  Horticulture. 


Ik-'  ^ 


) 


V/o-shington,  D.  C.  Notes. 


August  51,  1928. 


Last  Saturday  night  another  storm  passed  over  this  vicinity  and 
1.08  inches  of  rainfall  was  recorded  at  ijrlington  Experiment  Farm,  Va. 
This  makes  a  total  of  13.90  inches  for  the  month  and  "breaking  all  pre- 
vious records  for  one  month  at  Arlington  Experiment  Farm.      Uncomf ortahle 
weather  has  prevailed  most  of  the  week. 

The  potato  experiments  at  Arlington  Experiment  Farm  have  "been  in- 
jured "by  excessive  rains  and  high  temperature. 

Final  germination  notes  have  "been  taken  on  the  pot'-,to  experiments 
this  week.  On  Monday  and  Thursday  records  v/ere  taken  on  the  storage  ex- 
periments . 

(\Yalter  M.  Peacock) . 


Greeley,  Colo.  Notes.  A-u^-ust  28,  1928. 

The  days  have  "been  vrarra  during  the  past  v/eek,  "cut  the  nights  have 
"been  quite  cool. 

Friday,  .63  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  in  a  very  short  time. 

All  plots  of  potatoes  were  irrigated  the  first  of  the  week.  We 
are  irrigating  all  plots  again  this  week.    This  will  "be  the  last  irri- 
gation for  the  Triumphs.     The  Surals  will  receive  their  last  irrigation 
the  first  week  of  Septemher*    Airals  planted  at  the  station  July  19,  are 
now  making  a  very  rapid  vine  growth  and  are  "beginning  to  set  tu"bers. 

The  Weld  Coujaty  Fair  will  he  held  Septemher  3,  4,  and  5,    We  expect 
to  prepare  a  potato  exhi"bit  for  the  fair  again  this  year. 


(W.  C.  Edmndscn). 
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Yfcshinai:on,  D.  C.  Nctos.  j^urust  51,  1928. 


High  temperitures  h.^,s  "bcGn  the  prevr-.ilin.^;  v/cather  topic  this  v/cck, 
Washington  v;as  a.;:ain  suhjected  to  a  devastating  rain  last  Saturday  eventnQ, 
Augart  25,  T7hich  caicsed  ccnsidoratilG  damtje  in  different  parts  cf  the  cit^-- 
and  suhurhan  to'TiiE,    At  the  Kiosk  station  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue  2.41  in- 
ches of  rain  fell  in  a1:c-!it  2  hours,  v/hile  at  tl'B  V/eather  Bureau  in  another 
part  of  the  city  cn?./  1,61  inches  of  rain  v.\as  recorded,     Ov/ing  to  iieavy 
tains  preceding  the  cna  juf-t  nentionca  the  Ir-nd  is  thoroughly  saturated  and 
where  it  is  poorly  dr-.=,ii..f-d-  ?cr.ie  dariag-G  has  resulted  tc  the  L:,te  potato  crop. 
On  Hie  vihole,  hov/evez",  the  late  plantings  on  Arlinr-;ton  Parn  are  naking:  a 
reas onahlj'-  satisfactory'  growth. 

Certified  Seed  Potato  i^creagc-  A  recent  (Aurj.  24th)  release  frcn 
the  Boston  office  of  the  U.  S.  Crop  xleportinj  Service  contains  a  discussion 
of  the  acrea::;c  increase  of  certified  seed  potatoes,    ^.ccording  to  reports 
received  from  inspection  officials  in  the  Hev/  England  States,  New  York 
and  the  Maritine  Provinces  some  53,367  acres  of  potatoes  v/ere  entered  for 
certification  this  season  as  conpared  v/ith  48,299  in  1927  and  24,311  in 
192G.      All  states  ar^d  provinces  shew  a  raaterial  gain.    Itiine  shows  a  30 
per  cent  increase;  Nev/  Hranpshire  61  per  cent;  Vomont  16  per  cent;  New 
York  52  per  cent;  Nev/  Brunsv/ick  79  per  cent;  Nova  Scotia  17  per  cent  and 
Prince  Edward  Islarji  28  per  cent. 

ioialysis  cf  the  relative  acreage  increase  cf  different  varieties 
show  the  following  per  centagcs:-  Irish  Cchhler  23;  Green  Mountain  46; 
-Sural  New  Yorker  71;  Hue  set  Hural  75.     Spaulding  Rose  shows  a  2  per  cent 
decrease.    Late  "blight  is  reported  as  prevalent  in  man;:,'-  fields  in  llaine. 
Virus  diseases  s-och  as  leafroll  and  nosaic  have  "been  ccrnnon  in  \''emont 
and  Ir.te  planting  v/^je  general.     In  New  York  plantin^;;  was  later  than  usual, 
poor  stands,  weed  f  iolds  and  virus  dieii^scs  are  also  corrmcn.     In  New 
Brunswick  all  fields  entered  for  certification  were  planted  v;ith  certi- 
fied seed.    AlDout  50  per  cent  of  the  growers  treated  their  seed.  Higher 
quality  sedd  was  used  in  Nova  Scotia  this  year  than  last  and  a  fair  crop- 
is  in  sight.    Prince  Edv/ard  Island  has  31,918  acres  entered  for  certifi- 
cation.   This  represents  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  total  acreage  reported. 
Most  of  the  acreage  was  planted  v/ith  extra  Nc.l  seed  stock  treated  with 
corrosive  su'blinate. 

Carlot  lioveEignt  and  Prices-    Relatively  light  carlot  novenents 
still  continue  'but  there  has  "been  practically  no  change  in  prices. 
Northern  and  southern  Now  Jersey  points  are  still  reporting  f.  c.  "b.  sales 
at  $1,50  per  150  pound  sacks  of  U.  S.  No.  1  Irish  Cohbler. 

On  the  same  date  (August  28)  potato  quotations  on  delivered  car- 
loads of  U.  S.  No.l  sacked  Early  Ohio  at  Minneapolis  and  St,  Paul  was 
mostly  70  cents  per  cwt.    At  Kr.w  "Valley,  Kansas  points  U.  S.  No.lsacked 
Irish  Co"b"bler  v/ere  selling  for  55^  per  cv/t. 


(Vfa.  Stuart). 
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Greelev,  Colo.  Totes. 


September  4,  1926. 


The  weather  for  the  past  v;eek  has  heen  o.bcut  norrral  for  this  season 
of  the  yeai"*  with  v/arm  ds^;.' s  and  cold  niG'hts, 

The  T/Veld  County  Fair  opened  ^/esterds^^.  Labor  Day,  v/ith  a  bi^  attend- 
ajice.     The  exhibits  are  generally  good  this  year.     The  potato  exhibits, 
hov/ever,  are  much  fov.or  in  number  and  poorer  in  quality-.     The  first  of 
September  is  too  earl^^  to  exhibit  the  1^- to  crop  of  potatoes,  and  the  ^rcrov/ers 
have  found  it  almof:t  inpcssiblo  to  secure  specimens  free  from  worm  track  or 
in^iury  from  the  potato  flea  beetle  larvae.     The  pot-'-.to  flea  beetle  is  possi- 
bly tte  most  serious  pest  the  grmers  of  tte  district  have  to  contend  vrith 
and  it  appears  that  they  are  present  in  larger  numbers  during  a  wet  season. 
Three  sprayings  at  the  station  failed  to  give  any  noticeable  control  this 
year. 

We  are  irrigating  our  potatoes  tod-ay  for  the  last  time.     The  alfalfa 
land  to  be  crov/ned  this  fall  for  next  year's  potato  crop  is  also  being  irri- 
gated. 

(Y/.  C.  Edrrxoidson ) . 

Pre s que  Isle,  Me.  Kotes.  September  4,  1928. 

We  have  had  veij-  little  rain  since  the  last  report.     As  a  result 
late  bli^t  has  net  spread  to  any  extent,     luring  the  last  ten  dpys  a 
great  many  potato  fields  have  gone  dovm  with  early  blight.    This  is  es- 
pecially true  with  the  Irish  Cobbler  variety  but  even  on  the  late  varieties 
we  have  more  early  blight  than  u.^al. 

V/e  have  finiaied  plowing  for  next  year's  plots;  sprayed  our  plots 
again  and  painted  the  greenhouse  and  potato  house. 

Tv/o  days  ^-vcro  devoted  to  h  rvcsting  by  hand  and  selecting  material 
for  exhibition  fit  the  Northern  Maine  Fair  which  opened  today. 

The  writer,  acconpaiiied  by  Mrs.  Lombard  and  Iti*.  and  llrz-.  Wallace 
Woodman,  left  Presque  Isle  Thursday  morning,  Sept.  23,  via  auto,  for 
Prince  Edv/ard  Island  and  the  North  Shore  of  New  Bninsv/ick  to  inspect 
seed  potatoes.    Wo  had  dinner  in  Fredericton,  N.  E.  and  arrived  in  Moncton 
about  six  o'clock,  spending  the  night  there,      Consi  derp.ble  pctatcos  are 
raised  around  Fredericton  and  Moncton  but  f c  r  the  most  part  it  is  table 
stock.    We  proceeded  from  Moncton  to  Prince  Edv/ard  Island  Friday  morning 
arriving  in  the  afternoon  about  4:30  P.  M, 

Saturday  morning,  piloted  by  Mr.  Pcppin,  who  has  ch^.rge  of  the 
certification  v.-crk  on  the  Island,  and  accomp?>,nied  by  Mi'.  W.  R,  Christie, 
one  of  the  l-.rgest  pctatc  growers  in  Aroostook  Counts'-,  Me.,  we  inspected 
several  potato  fields  near  Charlott:,tc v;n. 
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The  first  fiolcl  vis  itcd  v/r.s  th'-.t  of  Mr.  Horith  Fcstor  v/herc  six  c.crcs 
01  very  fcccl  Irish  Ccbhler  v/cro  inspect oc'..     This  stock  v/ac  locr^toC  in  1917 
Dy  J.lr.  Poppin  ',nd  first  t-;rcwn  "by  Iclr,  I.lclntyre  rrna  since  then  has  "been  f-^. irly 
well  distrihutod  in  this  section. 

I'lr,  J.  A.  V/p,rren  h-.d  seven  ^.crcs  cf  very-  ,'^ccd  Irish  Ccchler.  Tlie 
ciphis  infection  \7-;,e  hr.d  in  thic  field  and  p.  snail  per  cent  of  wilt  v/r.s  noted 

lilr.   S.  J.  Scott  had  from  6-6  p.cros  of  very  {^^cod  Irish  Ccfoler. 

ilr.  J.  Po  Hooper  h^.s  70  -.cres  of  Irish  Cc'bcler  -^.nd  20  -.cres  of  Green 
Mountp.in.    I.Ir .  Korper  uses  Bordeaux  dust  for  the  control  of  Ir.te  hlit-jit. 
Apparently    on  the  Isl-md  dust  has  very  little  control  of  Altern^ria.  Some 
of  lie,       operas  fields  of  Irisii  Cohhler  v/erc  ,'ilrGr.c:y  de^.d  and  his  Groen 
Mountain  stock  wao  "baaly  infected  v/it  h  e^rl^'  bli.^ht. 

On  Sundry-  the  fr,.rn  of  LIr,  Dcw;las  Acken  at  Fortune  Bri  d{::e  ?/r,s  visitcC 
Here  v/o  sav/  a  40  acre  field  of  Irish  Cohtler  and  adjoining  the  Irish  Cohtlcr 
6  acres  of  Green  Mountain.    Soth  varieties  were  by  far  the  best  stock  oh- 
served  on  the  Islpjid. 

Although,  careful  observation  v/as  made  no  spindle  tuber  disease  was 
found  in  ary  stock  inspected  on  the  Island, 

It  was  impossible  to  C'^t  in  touch  with  Mr.   Boulter , Secretary  of  the 
Potato  Growers  Association  until  Monday  v/hen  a  short  conference  was  held  in 
the  forenoon. 

V/e  left  Charlottetcwn  at  1:40  P.  M,  llcndoy  for  tis  North  Shore  of 
Key/  Brunsv/ick,  arriving  in  Gharlo  p.t  4:00  P.  M.  Taiesdo.y.    A  short  conference 
was  held  v/ith  LIr Jack  Hamilton  at  Ch-^rlo  who  offered  to  pilot  us  around 
Wednesday. 

A  few  acres  of  Irish  Gohhlor  for  seed  are  .-crouTi  below  Jacquet  Hivor 
"but  for  the  most  p  irt  Green  Mountain  is  the  only  variet^-^  ^jrown  in  this  sec- 
tion.^   Ivir,  B.  D.  Hamilton  has  15  acres  of  guod  stock.    Mr.  Herald  Hamilton 
has  35  acres  of  Green  Mountain.     Mr.   Mclntyre  has  about  30  acres  and  Mr. 
William  Silas  has  17  acres  of  excellent  Green  Mountain  stock.     Only  a  trace 
of  mosaic  was  found  in  any  field.     The  field  telcn{;in£;  to  LIr.  Mclntyre  had 
some  late  blif^-ht  and  ciie  field  of  I.Ir.   Silas  had  a  very  small  per  cent  of 
blackle(j. 

In  the  afternoon  Heron  Island  T/as  visited  and  some  of  Mr,  G.  C. 
Cunningham's  stock  v/as  inspected.     Mr.   Cunningham  has  150  acres  of  Green 
Mountain  and  in  the  limited  time  the  -writer  had  he  was  unable  to  find  a 
mosaic  plant  in  this  stock. 

The  potatoes  in  general  in  this  section  are  much  b-tter  than  at 
this  time  a  year  ago  and  a  much  l-,rger  crop  will  be  hirvosted.     Very  little 
late  blight  was  found  on  this  trip  whereas  a  year  ago  the  bulk  of  the  stock 
on  the  mainl'^nd  was  dead. 

Thursday  morning  v/e  left  for  Pros  que  Isle,  Me. 


(p.  M.  Lombard). 
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Lincoln,  ITobr.  Mctos.  i.u£ra:;t  29,  1928. 

In  a  previous  nrnnter  of  "The  Eye"  Dr.  Stu-.rt  hc-s  ^riyon  r.n  -^.ccount 
of  the  ile^brriska  pot-.tc  tour.    Ho  wr.G  un-'.tlG  to  attend  the  last  day  of  tho 
tour  and  therefore  this  special  note  is  sent  to  "The  Eye"  for  the  purpose 
of  callin>5  tho  attention  of  the  readers  to  a  very  practical  tuhor  unit 
planting  nachine  which  has  "been  invented  "by  tv/o  western  Nehraska  potato 
growers,-  Mr.  T.Tax  Kutchara  and  Ilr.  Ed.  Hoffman  of  Hay  Sprin^gs.     The  machine 
as  contrived  hy  then  is  at  the  present  time  des  leaned  to  v;ork  on  a  Keystone 
planter  hut  it  can  ho  adapted  to  an  Iron  A{-e  assisted  feed  planter  with  a 
slight  change  in  design. 

The  potatoes  are  cut  hy  "being  pushed  dovm  over  two  intersecting 
cutting  edges.    As  the  pieces  are  cut  they  are  transferred  hy  ttihos  directly 
over  four  cups  of  the  planting  chain,  that  is  one  piece  into  each  cup. 
Ever)-  fifth  cup  is  removred  fron  the  chain  and  this  vacancy  is  used  to  oper- 
ate a  tripping  device  v/hich  drops  the  seed  pieces  into  tho  respective  cups. 
By  this  means  fear  hill  units  are  planted  exactly  v/ith  a  space  "betueen. 
One  of  the  very  important  features  of  this  machine  v/hic  h  render  it  distinct 
from  all  other  schemes  now  heing  used  is  that  the  cutting  oc.;,';c  is  disinfected 
after  each  potato  has  ooen  *ut.     This   is  done  hy  connecting  a  compression 
tank  filled  with  a  formaldehyde  solution  loy  iieans  of  a  rubhor  tuhe  with  a 
largo  oval  "^jristle  hrush.     The  stream    f  fcrmaldehyde  is  permitted  to  go 
through  the  tul:e  so  that  the  "bristles  of  the  Irush  .-^re  saturated  all  the  time. 
This  trush  is  held  in  the  ri£.tLt  hand  of  the  operator  and  is  used  to  push  tho 
potato  over  the  cutting  edge.    After  tho  potato  has  "been  pushed  through  the 
brush  is  tapped  down  onto  the  cutting  edges  so  as  to  completely  cover  them 
v;ith  formaldehyde.     By  this  means  the  si:ro:ud  of  various  fungous  and  virus 
diseases  should  be  prevented.     Furthcmoro  as  tho  seed  pieces  are  more  or 
less  covered  v/ith  disinfected  material  as  thoy  gc  into  the  soil,  it  may 
serve  as  a  means  of  preserving'  the  pieces  and  also  of  destroying  some  of  the 
organisms  in  the  soil  which  is  in  irxiediate  prcximity  to  the  seed  pieces. 

This  planter  v/as  used  on  tv/o  l^xge  seed  fields  this  year.     The  de- 
signers report  that  they  are  able  to  plant  4  acres  per  day.      The  plats 
planted  with  the  planter  were  inspected  during;  the  potato  tour.     The  stands 
were  practicoAly  perfect  and  the  units  could  very  easily  "oe  distin{;:uished. 
On  the  basis  of  the  appearance  of  the  seed  plat  and  the  ease  of  determining 
the  units,  this  machine  is  more  serviceable  than  any  other  type  of  machine 
used  for  tuber  unit  plantine';  that  the  writer  has  seen.     The  inventors  plan 
to  have  this  attachinent  patented  and  placed  on  the  market. 

(H.  0.  V/erner  )  . 

Arlington  Experimental  Farm,  Va.  Notes.  September  7,  1928. 


The  potato  experiments  v/ere  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixture  and  arsenate 
of  lead  on  w'ednesday.     The  last  cultivation  which  consisted  of  a  slight  ridg- 
ing v/as  done  about  the  same  time.    This  is  the  third  cultivation  since  the 
potatoes  were  planted  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  July.     The  ground  has  been  too 
v/et  for  cultivating  most  of  the  time.     During  the  last  5  weeks  there  has  been 
16  inches  of  rainfall.     Plenty  of  moisture  and  the  cool  weather  of  the  past 
v/eek  are  making  luxuriant  vine  growth. 
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Fcr  scrae  unloiov/n  re^.son  stren.!-:  has  ai?por,recl  in  the  Groen  Hountr.in 
fror:  the  I.In,ine  seed.     This  is  xjr'-.ctically  confinec.  to  plants  th^t  c^xio  up 
few  (i??,ys  earlier  than  other  plants  fron  the  same  source  of  seed,  plr,nted  the 
sane  c.o^,  and  in  the  sane  experiment.      The  Green  Ilcuntain  frcn  hone  Qvovm 
seed,  planted  the  sane  day  and  v/iiich  cane  up  the  svsxq  tine  as  the  plants 
affected  v/ith  streak  nenticned  alicve  are  free  from  this  disease.  I'aine- 
crovm  Irish  Cohtler  seed  planted  and  r-rcvm  under  sinilar  conditions  are  not 
affected  v/ith  streak.     The  sane  is  tiue  v/ith  Irish  Cohhler,  Triunph,  Early 
Hose,  and  Jersey  Red  Skin  varieties  produced  fron  hone  :"rca'.'n  seed. 

V/ei.';^hts  v/ere  taken  Tuesday  on  one  of  the  stcra.-e  experiments. 

(\7alter  II.  Peacock). 

Washington,  D.  C.  Ilotes.  Septcncer  7,  1928. 


Thus  f ~,r  this  month  the  V7e-.thor  has  "been  rather  cool  and  for  the 
tost  part  cloudy.    Hainy  weather  prevailed  on  V/ednesday  and  Thursday.  The 
total  precipitation  recorded  at  the  Arlington  Experiment  Earn  was  1.9  inches. 
Outside  of  lack  of  sxmshine  and  too  much  noisture  on  poorly  drained  land  the 
v;eather  has  "been  rather  favorahle  to  the  pot~.tc  crop.     The  conditions,  hcv- 
ever,  are  favorahle  to  the  dovelopnont  of  late  tliirht  and  it  v/ould  not  'oe 
surprising  if  it  should  {jet  a  foothold  in  some  of  our  ccrmnercial  potato  fiol'-s. 
ordinarily  it  does  not  occur  in  this  section  until  the  latter  part  of  Sei'ten'xr 
or  early  part  of  Octc^cor  and  then  only  in  occasional  seasons.     Late  hli/iit 
took  a  heav;^^  toll  of  the  late  crop  in  ITarylr.^d  and  Yir.-lnia  last  season. 
Some  of  this  loss  nir'ht  have  "been  prevented  had  ,-r ewers  realised  the  presence 
of  late  "bli{-ht  and  deferred  di,-;2'inri;  until  frost  had  destroyed  the  late  hli-'ht 
spores.     In  1927  ncs-t  of  the  late  blight  infection  occurred  durin£;  the  latter 
part  of  Octotor. 

xieports  indicate  th-.t  late  "bli.'ht  is  noro  or  less  prevalent  in  the 
New  England  States,  Kew  York  and  Pennsylvania,        fev;  reports  indicate  con- 
sidera"ble  injury  to  the  croi"!.    Thus  far,  hov/ever,  there  does  not  seera  to  "oe 
any  serious  epidemic  of  this  disease. 

Ggrlot    Movement  and  Prices_.-  The  carlct  ncvenent  this  past  week 
was  approxinate ly  the  sane  as  that  of  last  v/eek.    ^.^ourrhly  speaking;  the  daily 
shipments  avera£re  frcn  550  to  575  cars.      ITev/  Jersey  and  Kansas  are  the 
heaviest  shippers  at  present. 

Prices.-  For  the  past  tv/o  or  three  \/eeks  there  has  heen  little  chan_i:e 
in  price.     Tuesd?\\^*E  market  rei'ort  indicates      sli  :htly  stron-er  i^rice  for 
New  Jersey  potatoes.    Forth  anc.  central  Jersey  f.  o.  'o.  prices  at  shiipin^: 
point  were  $1.50  to  $1.60,  mostly  $1.60  for  150  pound  sacks  of  U.  S.  Nc.l 
Irish  Co"b."bler.    At  Stevens  Point,  V/is.  the  f ,  o.  "b.  cash  price  for  \J.  S. 
Kc.l  sacked  Irish  Co>"bler  v/ao  65  to  70  cents  per  100  pounds.  I.'inneapolis- 
St.  Paul  prices  on  saeked  Early  Ohio  U.  S.  Nc.l  and  partly    :raded  60-65$/ 
per  100  pounds. 


(Wn.  Stuart). 
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Greeley,  Colo.  Notes. 


September  10,  192B. 


During  the  past  week  the  days  have  "been  quite  warm  "but  the  nights 
have  "been  cold.    Today,  it  is  cloudy  and  threatening  rain. 

Ifery  fields  of  potatoes  are  "beginning  to  ripen  scraewhat  early. 
The  early  ripening,  sraall  sets,  and  seasonal  conditions  ?/ill  no  douht 
result  in  a  decrease  in  yield.    Triumphs  planted  for  the  late  crop  are 
nearly  ripe  "but  most  growers  are  planning  to  delay  harvest  for  a  week 
or  two. 

Farmers  in  the  district  are  now  cutting  their  third  crop  of  hay. 
The  third  cutting  will  "be  somewhat  "below  normal  this  year. 

I.lr.  Bert  C.  Boree  and  V/endell  Calhoun  of  the  Iflarket  News  Service, 
were  among  the  visitors  at  the  station  this  week. 

(V/.  C.  Edmundson), 


Presque  Isle,  Me.  Notes.  Septem"ber  11,  1928.  

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  "been  exceptionally  good  for 
harvesting  operations.    The  "bulk  of  the  grain  has  "been  cut  and  most  of 
it  put  under  cover. 

The  Northern  Ivlaine  Fair  opened  Tuesday',  September  4,  and  closed 
Thursdoy,  Septem"ber  6.     The  attendance  was  very  good,  particularly  the 
second  day.      The  exhihition  of  live  stock  and  material  in  the  horti- 
cultural "building  was  fully  as  good  as  that  of  last  year.     It  was  rather 
difficult  this  year  tc  get  size  and  type  in  potatoes,  and  as  a  result  the 
potato  exhibit  v/as  not  up  to  standard. 

Very  few  potatoes  were  harvested  this  year  prior  to  Monday,  Sept. 10, 
Irish  Co"b"bler  fields  are  practically  all  nature  and  harvesting  operations 
"began  Monday  in  this  section.     The  average  well  sprayed  Green  Mountain 
field  is  still  green  and  will  not  "be  ready  to  harvest  for  some  time.  We 
had  a  rather  severe  frost  Sunday  night  which  killed  quite  a  per  cent  of 
the  foliage  on  late  varieties. 

On  Aroostook  Farm  we  began  harvesting  by  hand  Saturday,    V/e  have 
selected  considerable  exhibition  stock  from  the  seedlings,    V/e  shall  not 
begin  harvesting  the  variety  collection  until  about  the  20th  of  the  month, 

Llr,  B.  E.  Brovm  of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils  expects  to 
arrive  between  the  20th  and  the  25th  to  supervise  the  harvesting  of  the 
fertilizer  plots  on  Aroostook  Farm  and  those  at  I.'Iapleton. 

Tlie  potato  market  here  is  very  dull  at  present  and  has  been 
since  the  harvesting  season  began.    Farmers  are  receiving  75  cents  per 
barrel,  field  run.    The  Irish  Cobbler  is  shewing  a  fair  yield.  The 
crop  from  the  late  maturing  varieties  is  going  tc  be  rather  light  for 
Aroostook. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 
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Wachington,  D.  C.  Notes.  Septemljer  14,  1928. 

There  has  hoen  a  decided  change  in  the  weather  since  the  last 
issue  of  "The  i^e."    Higher  ternperatures  and  clear  skies  have  "brought 
ahout  a  resumption  of  August  v/eather  minus  the  heavy  dov/npours  of  rain 
which  were  a  characteristic  feature  of  that  month.      The  improved 
weather  conditions  have  "brought  ahout  "better  gromng  conditions  in  that 
it  is  nov/  poEsi'blo  to  cultivate  the  crops  requiring  such  attention,  ex~ 
cept    on  veiy  poorly  drained  land.    It  has  also  served  to  dispel,  for 
the  present  at  least,  the  fear  of  an  out  "break  cf  late  "blight.    The  late 
potato  crop  is  making  a  good  vine  growth  and  gives  promise  of  rcasona"ble 
yields. 

Reports  indicate  ccnsidera'ble  tu"ber  rot  from  late  "blight  in  some 
sections  of  Pennsylvania.      Conflicting  infomation  is  "being  received  in 
regard  to  the  prospective  size  of  the  potato  crop  in  some  sections.  Not- 
withstanding the  claims  made  hy  some  grov/ers  that  the  potato  crop  is  not 
as  good  as  last  year  the  Division  of  Crop  Estimates  Septem"ber  1  forecast 
indicates  a  466,815,000  "bushel  crop.     It  is  to  "be  hoped  that  the  October 
1  forecast  will  shew  an  appreciable  reduction  of  the  September  1  figures. 
Such  a  large  croi?.  with  our  present  consumptive  demands  would  prove  a  ca- 
lamity rather  than  a  blessing  to  potato  grov/ers.    If  cur  per  capita  con- 
sumption equalled  that  of  Ireland  or  some  of  the  European  countries  we 
could  easily  take  care  of  a  600,000,000  bushel  crop.     Our  problem  is  to 
convince  the  conBui.ier  that  the  potato  has  a  hi^^yfood  and  dietetic  value 
than  is  commonly  believed.    Attractively  prepared  articles  setting  forth 
the  relative  merits  of  the  potato  as  compared  with  other  table  foods  is 
deserving  cf  careful  thou^t  by  those  interested  in  the  future  welfare 
of  the  potato  industry, 

Carlot  Movement  and  Prices.-    Carlot  Ehipr'fints  have  been  somewhat 
heavier  this  v;eek.  Nev/  Jersey  and  Long  Island  points  are  the  heaviest 
shippers.     It  is  interesting,  hoivevor,  to  note  that,  relatively  speaking 
at  least,  there  is  a  rather  conservative  mCToment  of  potatoes  from  all 
sections  now  harvesting  the  crop.     This  would  seem  to  augur  well  for  a 
saner  handling  of  the  crop  than  that  of  previous  high  yielding  seasons. 

Prices .-    Stronger  prices  have  prevailed  this  week  than  in  mar^y 
preceding  ones.     This  rise  in  price  is  not  confined  to  the  "East"  but  is 
also  reflected  as  far  v/est,  at  least, as  Denver,  Colo.    Fnile  there  has 
been  a  slightly  better  market  this  week  prices  are  still  a  long  ways  from 
being  attractive  to  either  the  producer  or  the  shipper. 


{l;Vm.  Stuart). 
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G-reeley,  Colo.  I'lotes. 


Septem'ber  17,  1925. 


The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  "been  ahout  nonaal  for  this 
time  of  year,  with  v/anii  days  and  cold  nights.     Light  frosts  have  heen 
reported  in  some  sections  hut  as  yet  no  frosts  have  occurred  at  the 
station..      The  tempert.ture ,  hov/cvcr,  has  dropped  to  32  degrees  on  two 
different  nights  during  the  past  week. 

The  potato  situation  locks  ahout  the  same  as  previously  reported. 
Very  little  digging  is  hoing  done  at  the  present  time  altho-'agh  there  is  a 
ccnsidoraole  acreage  of  Triumphs  that  could  he  hr.rvested  at  any  time. 

We  finished  stacking  cur  third  cutting  of  hoy  Saturday.    At  the 
present  time  v/e  are  engaged  in  hailding  a  dyke  to  facilitate  irrigating 
a  small  tract  cf  land  in  one  corner  of  the  station  farm.    This  particular 
tract  of  land  had  previously  heen  irrigated  through  an  inverted  cyphon 
hat  the  cyphon  had  heen  giving  ccnsiderahlc  trouhlo  and  would  have  to  he 
rehuilt. 

The  potato  mr'.rket  is  very  v;eak  at  the  present  time,  dealers  offer- 
ing hut  50  cents  per  cwt.  for  U.  S.  Grade  No.  1. 

(V/.  C.  EdmiundEon). 


Presque  Isle,  Me.  Notes.  September  18,  1928. 

Conditions  for  the  past  week  have  not  been  ver^.-  good  for  harvesting. 
We  have  had  considerable  rain  which  has  halted  operations  hut  on  the  other 
hand  the  soil  which  v/as  vQirj  dry  is  now  in  hotter  condition  to  ha.rvest  po- 
tatoes without  excessive  bruising. 

Yfe  have  harvested  most  of  the  seedlings  on  Aroostook  Fam.  Another 
half  day  and  we  shall  have  finished  the  isolated  plot.    We  still  have  to 
harvest  the  increase  plot  for  distribution. 

The  market  is  very  discouraging  to  the  farmers  in  this  section. 
Irish  Cobbler  ta,blo  stock  is  selling  for  50  cents  a  barrel,  bulk;  Green 
Mountain  55  cents  to  75  cents.    Farmers  who  are  able  to  arc  storing  their 
crop.      The  outlook  is  very  discouraging  tc  oven  the  big  grower.  Ifoxiy 
contracts  are  being  canceled.     Some  farmers  are  finding  it  difficult  to 
raise  sufficient  fujids  to  harvest  their  crop. 


(P.  M.  Lombard). 
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MoGrhsr,d,  Minn.  Notes.  SoptGrnlaor  17  ,  1926. 


In  tiiG  xlcd  Sivcr  Valley  of  the  North,  there  will  likely  he  small 
crop  of  pctritCGE  this  yer.r.    When  all  the  di.^--jin;~  Ie  finished,  I  am  sure 
it  v;ill  he  fcund  that  the  crop  in  this  secticn  of  the  country  will  he  far 
more  than  the  OEtiraates  have  trivcn  it  so  far.      There  vifas  a  slightly  larger 
acrea^^.'e  planted  hxit  due  to  adverse  v/eathcr  conditions  the  yield  is  very 
much  reduced. 

There  v/ill,  however,  he  a  larr-er  amount  of  good  seed  potatoes 
availahle  from  this  section  this  year  due  to  the  fact  that  so  mr,ny  of  the 
grov/ers  are  using  carefxil  seed  plot  methods  to  develop  foundation  stock 
for  their  logger  field  plantinj-rs.    A  few  days  ago  there  wac  a  very  heavy 
rain  again  cover Lng  the  hi^v/Cer  share  of  the  Sed  River  Valley  and  flooding 
the  fields  ccnsiderahly .     Tliis,  together  with  the  fact  that  price?  are 
very  lev.'  this  fall,  is  vgoing  to  hold  hack  digging  for  quite  a  v;hile  and 
it  is  reported  from  o,  nuinter  of  soctions  that  prohahly  SGme  of  the  acreage 
will  never  "be  dug» 

Saturday  evening  a  Large  meeting  of  farmers  wac  held  in  Mocrhead, 
the  purpose  of  v/hich  was  to  inaugurate  an  association  which  will  have  for 
its  main  purpose  the  advertising  of  Bed  Siver  Valley  potatoes  and  to  work 
for  hetter  grading  methods  and  a  better  system  of  marketing.  Another 
meeting  v/ill  be  held  in  two  weeks  to  perfect  the  organization  and  with 
such  a  movement  develoyjed  in  the  Red  River  Valley  we  can  hope  for  some 
very  fine  results  in  the  futxire. 

(E.  Mc  Gillig). 


Wf^.shington,  D.  C.  Notes.  Goptemher  18,  19_28_^ 


On  account  of  leaving  the  city  this  evening  (Tuesday,  Sept.  18}  it 
is  only  possihle  to  say  that  the  warm  weather  mentioned  in  last  week's 
issue  prevailed  up  to  Monday  nights     Today  is  cocl,  clcuuy  and  t:irea"cening 
rain.     Information  coming  to  the  Office  indicates  a  rather  widespread 
prevalence  of  late  hlight  and  more  or  less  danat;:e  to  the  crop  in  Maine, 
Peniisylvania ,  New  York,  and  in  some  sections  of  nortlicrn  Wirconsin.  One 
correspondent  reports  a  rather  hea.Yy  infection  of  late  hlight  on  the  heavy 
flat  l^jids  in  the  (mtigo,  ¥/is.  section.    The  eictent  of  injury  to  -he  crop 
will  depend  very  largely  on  whether  there  iz  m^ach  infection  of  the  t-ahers. 
The  cutting  down  or  killing  of  the  plants  at  this  season  of  the  year  is  not 
in  itself  very  serious  as  the  crop  is  pretty  v/ell  developed. 

Carlot  Movements  and  Prices.-  Dariri{::  the  past  few  days  the  carlot 
shipments  have  shown  a  material  increase.    New  Jersey,  Colorado  and  Maine 
are  now  the  heaviest  shippers.     Some  price  chriiges  are  also  noted.  A 
comparison  of  f.  c.  h,  prices  at  northern  and  central  New  Jersey  points  for 
Tueftday,  Sept.  11  and  Saturday,  Sept.  15  shov/s  that  on  the  former  date  150 
pound  sacks  of  U.  S.  No.  1  Irish  CoLhlers  were  bringing  $1,55  to  $1.70, 
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xvhilo  on  S-^.turdn-y  the  price  v/r.s  $1,50.     MinnGf-pclis  oaiC  St.  Paul  quctr-ticns 
on  the  sane  dates  for  U.  S.  No.  1  and  partly  ; -reded  sacked  Early  Ohios  v/ere 
rncstly  75^  per  cni,.  with  a  few  as  lev/  as  70^,  while  cn  Saturday  the  sane 
{:rade  of  stock  sold  fcr  80^  and  a  few  at  85^  per  cwt.    No  chan;":c  in  price  is 
reported  for  San  Luis  Valley.    U.  S.  Nc.l  Bliss  and  Brown  Beauty  v;ore  nostly 
sellinrj  fcr  50^  per  cwt  on  "both  dates.     It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  the 
Sastern  narkets  show  a  price  depression  \7hilc  the  Central  West  shows  a  slight 
advance.    This  is  protahly  only  a  temporary  situation  and  nay  "be  due  very 
lar.jely  to  heavy  rains  thrauf;hout  the  Central  V/est  which  interrupted  harvest- 
ing: operations,  therehy  curtailin{:  shipraents. 


(Wn.  Stuart), 
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Greeley,  Colo.  Ilotes. 


Septemlper  24,  1928. 


The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  quite  warm,  and  although 
the  nights  have  "been  cold,  no  killing  frosts  have  occurred. 

Thursday,  the  plots  at  Elites  Park  were  harvested.    Early  frosts  in 
that  section  had  killed  the  potato  vines.     Cool,  cloudy  weather  and  some 
rain  was  encountered.     The  quality  of  the  crop  grown  at  Estes  was  exceptional- 
ly good  this  year. 

Friday,  we  "began  harvesting  the  late  planted  Triumphs.     The  yields 
secured  were  very  disappointing.    The  plots  this  year  are  not  producing 
half  the  usual  yields.     Low  yields,  however,  were  expected  because  of  the 
hail  injury  to  the  vines  on  three  different  occasions  during  the  sumiriGr. 
All  the  fields  in  the  hailed  area  are  ripening  early  and  it  is  holieved 
the  yields  will  "be  disappointing  to  the  grov/ers. 

Dealers  are  paying  from  forty  to  fifty  cents  per  cv/t.  for  potatoes 
at  this  time. 

(V/.  C.  Edmundson). 

Presqug  Isle,  Me.  Notes.  Sopteraher  25,  1928. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  "been  partly  cloudy  v/ith  enough 
rain  to  hold  up  harvesting  operations  for  two  half  days, 

A  fev/  potato  growers  v/ill  finish  potato  harvest  this  week.  The 
big  growers  still  have  a  large  acreage  to  dig.      The  county  as  a  v;hole  is 
not  as  far  advanced  in  potato  harvest  as  in  previous  years.        It  is  be- 
lieved this  condition  is  largely  due  to  the  very  lov;  price  offered  since 
the  harvesting  began  and  also  to  inability  to  get  storage. 

We  shall  finish  harvesting  our  experimental  plots,  with  the  possi- 
ble exception  of  the  Fertilizer  Experiment  on  Aroostook  Farm  v/hich  is  being 
conducted  in  cooperation  v/ith  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils,  this  week. 

Dr.  \Vm.  Stuart  arrived  Wednesday,  the  20th,  to  assist  with  the 
harvesting  of  our  plots  and  to  get  a  general  idea  of  the  potato  situation 
in  the  county.      Dr.  Stuart  left  tonight  on  the  5:23  o^clock  train  for 
Washington. 

Mr.  B.  E.  Brown  from  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils  is  now  due 
here  to  harvest  the  fertilizer  plots  in  Jfepleton  and  on  Aroostook  Farm. 

The  local  price  for  table  stock  potatoes  here  has  varied  very  little 
during  the  past  v/eek,  Irish  Cobblers  selling  from  50^  -  60;;^  a  bbl.  bulk, 
and  Green  Mountains  from  80;:^  ~  $1,00. 


(P.  M.  Lombard). 
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Washin^ton,  P.  C.  I-ptes.  Septem'ber  28,  192S. 


The-  cool  v/eather  of  the-  p?-st  woek  and      sufficient  anount  cf  soil 
moisture  arc  ccntrilmt  ing  to  the  developnent  cf  a  large  yield  cf  potatoes. 
ThxE  is  especially  true  for  those  planted  aloout  the  middle  of  July.  Ahout 
another  month  of  grcT/ing  v/eather  and  mere  rainfall  v;ill  he  needed  to  pro- 
duce a  maximum  yield. 

Fo  evidence  of  late  hlight  v/as  chsorved  on  the  v/riter*E  experiments 
at  Arlington  Experiment  Farm,  Va.,  yesterday. 

Ilotes  and  san^ples  cf  the  storage  stock  have  "been  taken  during  the 

v/eek. 

Yesterday,  in  cooperation  v/ith  Dr.  Freeman  vieiss  and  itr.  21.  C.  '.7right, 
further  study  cf  sprout  tuher  formation  v/as  "begun. 

(Walter  M.  Peacock). 
Jvlaine  Fotee.    Septemher  28,  1928. 


As  a  res^alt  cf  cur  recent  six  dr^ys  sojourn  at  Prosque  Isle,  Me. 
(Septemher  20  to  25)  it  has  hcen  pcssihlo  to  acquire  sc^me  infomation 
and  to  arrive  at  certain  ccnclrisions  rogardirig  the  1928  potato  crop  in 
Aroostcck  Co-anty.      In  previous  issues  of  "The  Eye"  ilr.  Lcnhard's  notes 
have  indicated  that  late  hlight  had  hecn  generally  prevalent  in  the  potato 
fields  of  northern  Ilaine,  and  that  it  had  resulted  in  more  or  less  drjnage 
tc  the  crop  yield.      As  harvesting  operations  hecame  general  in  Aroostook 
County  it  was  possihle  to  get  a  little  clearer  conception  of  the  actuTwl 
damage  to  the  crop  from  late  hlight.     On  v^oll  sprayed  fields,  as  might  he 
expected,  there  '/ras  no  reduction  in  yield  and  no  tuher  ret,  hut  on  poorly 
sprayed  ones  the  yield  hao  hcen  materially  decreased  and  the  percentage 
cf  infected  tuhers  is  in  man/  co.ses  quite  large.     On  such  fields  the  yields 
have  varied  from  40  to  90  harrels  per  acre  v/horeas  the  v/ell  sprayed  and  well 
cultiirated  fields  are  yielding  from  125  tc  150  or  more  harrels.     This  simply 
fuiTiishes  us  with  additional  evidence  of  the  value  as  well  as  the  necessity 
of  a  religious  adherence  to  thorough  spraying  throughout  the  grovrth  period 
of  the  potato  plant.    ITono  can  afford  to  do  cthonvise  if  he  expects  to  make 
the  production  of  potatoes  a  profita'Dle  and  satisfactory'-  husiness  enter- 
prise. 

V/liiie  at  Presque  Isle  it  was  possihle  to  secure  harvesting  notes  on 
the  Department's  variety  collection  gro^'^n  on  Aroostook  State  Farm  and  to 
secure  exhihition  seed  stock.     Opportunity  was  also  afforded  for  a  stud^)'"  of 
the  character  and  yield  of  several  of  the  more  prordsing  seedlings  which 
have  heen  develoixjd  hy  the  Office  of  Horticulture. 
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On  Tuesday  fcronccn,  Sept.  25,  it  v/c.s  possiole  to  visit  I'^Ir.  R. 
Fitcher^s  starch  fo-ctcry  at  CarilDou,  lie.      Acccrclinj;  to  the  proprietor 
this  fu,ctcr;y'  has  a  caiccity  of  200  Ijr-rrcls  per  hour  and  a  total  starch 
output  of  "betY/eon  18  to  20  tons  cf  starch  per  day  or  24  hours.     The  growers 
v/ere  receiving  30(/  per  oarrel  for  their  unimrketahle  tuDors  which  includes 
under  and  ever-sized  potatoes,  as  v;oll  as  scahhy  and  partially  deca^^ed  ones. 
I.tr.  Pitcher  is  operating  18  starch  factories  in  the  county.     Starch  is  now 
vvxrth  5^  cents  per  pound. 

Advices  received  frcn  other  sections  cf  the  country  indicate  con- 
siderahle  daraage  to  the  late  potato  crop,  fron  late  "blight  and  in  certain 
localities  of  Minnesota  there  have  been  losses  due  to  flooding  cf  the  land 
as  a  result  of  heavy  rnins. 

V/hile  the  tell  taken  "by  late  "'olight , floods  and  other  causes  will  un- 
dcuhtedly  reduce  the  markota"ble  crop  cf  potatoes  to  sone  ertent  it  is  not 
"believed  the  reduction  will  "be  sufficient  to  materially  affect  the  present 
price  outlook. 

Carlot  Movenients  and  Prices.-    The  carlct  novement  of  pota,toes  during 
the  past  v/eek  has  "been  considera"bly  heavier  than  in  the  preceding  month  or 
more.      For  example,  the  daily  shipments  from  Wednesday,  Sept.  19  to  Tuesday. 
Sept.  25,  as  reported  hy  the  liferket  News  Service  varied  from  800  to  1033  cars 
It  is  rather  interesting  to  note  that  this  increased  movement  has  resulted  in 
a  noticea"ble  improvement  in  prices  in  some  sections  and  a  lov/er  one  in  others 
For  example,  on  V/ednesday,  Septem"ber  19,  the  f.  o.  h.  quotations  on  U.  S. 
Kc.  1  Irish  CoVoler  ta"ble  stock  at  Presgxie  Isle,  lie.  tv'as  around  50;^  per  "bhl, 
(l65  l''os.),  vhereas  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  25,  similar  stock  at  the  same  point 
v.'as  quoted  at  60-70  cents  per  "b^arrcl.     (iTotc.-  These  prices  are  for  hulk 
stcckj .        On  the  same  dates  the  Minneapolis  ^.nd  St.  Paul  f.  o.  "b.  quotations 
on  U.  S.  No.l  and  i:>r.rtly  graded  sacked  Early  Ohios  was  90^  to  Si. 00  per  cwt., 
whereas  on  the  25th  the  quotations  wore  75  to  60.^  per  cv/t. 

• 

(VAn.  Stuart). 
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Sreele--,  Colo.  Totes.  Octol^er  1,  1926. 

The  v/eather  has  oeen  quite  warm  during  the  past  v/eek  and,  v.'hile 
the  nights  have  heen  ccol,  no  killing  frosts  have  occurred. 

Hie  potato  vines  are  ripening  and  mp.n^r  pro^rers  are  "beginning  to 
harvest.      Practical!;'  all  of  the  potatoes  that  are  L-eing  harvested  are 
going  into  storage. 

Sugar  "beet  harvest  started  today  and  'by  the  middle  of  the  week  the 
factory  will  "begin  slicing  "boots.     The  sugar  factories  will  have  a  short 
run  this  2-^ea,r  owing  to  the  small  acreage.    Growers  are  already  talking  of 
increasing  their  siigar  t^oet  acreage  next  year. 

(V7.  C.  Ednrandscn]  . 

Prgsque  Isle,  ITe.  Hctes.  Octo"ber  2,  1928. 


The  weather  for  tlie  past  week  has  "boon  very  unsatisf actoiy  for 
harvesting,      l/7e  have  had  consideraole  rain  and  altogether  too  much  c loudly 
weather.      In  this  section  we  were  held  up  "b^ecause  of  rain  one-half  daj'"  on 
Kondo^--,  Wednesday,  Thursdry  and  all  day  FriCs;/.     Jloifever,  v/ith  the  ex- 
ception of  the  fertilizer  experiment  in  cooper^.ticn  with  the  Bureau  of 
Cheraistr;'  and  Soils  v;e  finis h-ed  our  harvesting  Saturday  nig'ht. 

Not  much  rot  is  reported  and  wfet  little  tliere  is,  is  found  on 
those  fields  v/here  too  fcv/  applications  of  ?crdeaux  mixture  v/ere  applied. 

On  our  experimental  plots  8  applications  of  Bordeaux  mixture  were 
applied  arid  we  have  never  had  any  larger  yield  duilng  the  thirteen  years 
v/e  have  had  our  v/crk  on  Aroostook  Farm, 

Tlie  scientific  staff  of  the  Maine  Agricultural  Ibqperiment  Station 
are  rapidly  closing  up  their  work  on  Aroostook  F^.z'n  and  most  cf  ther.i  plan 
to  leave  this  v/eek. 

Dr,  E.  S.  Schultz,  in  charge  of  the  Federal  pathological  v/crk, 
expects  to  leave  Thursday  of  this  week. 

The  potato  mr.  rket  is  still  weak.     Growers  received  as  hi^.  as  £1,15 
per  "barrel,  hulk,  for  Green  Kountain  Saturday  and  Irish  Co'b'blor  went  as 
hi^  as  90  cents  per  harrel,  "bulk,    Havever,  this  v/eek  $1,00  per  harrel 
fcr  Green  Mountain  is  the  going  ^-rice  and  Irish  Cc"b"bler  ranges  from 
75  -  65  cents, 

A  fev/  small  growers  have  finished  harvesting  potatoes  "but  it  is 
dou"btful  if  half  cf  firs  crop  in  this  county  is  hai*vested  on  this  date. 


(P.  M.  Lcmhard). 
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17ashin,7tcn,  D.  C.  Hotes,  OGtcl:Gr  5,  1928. 


Wn^rmor  weather  hnx-  prevailed  this  v;eek  there'oy  furnishing  ideal 
grcv7in£:  conditions.      The  potato  situation  dees  net  appear  to  he  noti- 
coahly  different  this  week  from  that  of  l?,st.      Tlic  indications  all  point 
to  a  large  crop. 

Mr.  Peacock  has  "been  cn  the  sick  list  this  v/eek»    Ho  is  suXfex-ing 
from  a  "bad  cold  and  the  after  effects  of  an  operation  some  three  v/eeks 
ago. for  the  removal  of  infected  tonsils. 

Some  time  ha<E  "been  devoted  to  a  review  of  the  literature  relating 
tc  the  chemical  composition  of  the  potato,  its  tahle  food  value,  methods 
of  cooking,  etc.      v.-ith  a  large  potato  crc^p  confronting  us  it  is  extreme- 
ly desirable  tc  moke  every  effort  possi'ble  to  create  a  greater  interest 
in  the  feed  va-lue  of  the  potato  and  the  important  place  it  should  occupy 
in  cur  dietary  requirements. 

C-arlot  Kovenonts  and  Prices.  There  has  "been  a  considera"^;le  increase 
in  shipments  this  past  v/eek.  -  For  example,  on  V/ednesday,  Septeraber  26, 
805  cars  were  shipped,  1130  on  the  27th,  1250  on  the  26th,  1322  on  the 
29th,  942  October  1  and  1028"on  Tuesday,  Octcher  2. 


Pr ic e s .     Tlio  f.  o.  "b.  prices  at  Presque  Isle,  lie.  on  Wednesday, 
September  26  were  as  follov/s:-    U.  S.  Ko.l  Irish  Co"b"bler,  150  ;^  cund  sacks 
were  quoted  SI. 00  to  $1.25,  while  hulk  material  cf  the  same  variety  sold 
for  60  to  70^  per  c\/t.  and  Green  Mountain  for  70  to  QOd  per  cwt.  ,  while  on 
Tuesday,  Octcher  2,  the  quotations  were  SI. 05  tc  vl.lO  for  sacked  Irish 
Co"bDler  and  §1.20  to  $1.25  for  150  pound  sacks  cf  Green  Mountain.  Bulk 
stock  of  the  tv/o  varieties  brought  55  to  60d  and  70  cents  per  cwt.  re- 
spectiAirely.     On  the  sanB  dates  Mirjieapclis-St .  Paul  quotations  were  U.  S. 
No.l  sacked  Early  Ohio  and  round  whites  75-85  cents,  mostly  80  cents  per 
cwt.,  while  on  October  2  the  price  was  70^  per  cwt.  with  a  few  as  low  as 
65  cents.     Tlae  probability  is  strongly  in  favor  cf  a  v/eaker  market  during 
the  ne  xt  we  ek , 
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Greeley.  Colo.  Notes 


Oqtolper  8,  1928 


The  weather  continues  to  Toe  quite  warm  for  this  time  of  the  year  and, 
while  a  few  light  frosts  have  occurred,  the  potato  vines  in  the . late  planted 
fields  are  quite  green.     In  spite  of  the  immature  condition  of  t'Ke  potatoes, 
most  growers  are  harvesting.    The  early  snows  and  freezing  weather  of  1925  is 
no  douht  partly  responsihle  for  the  early  digging. 

The  potato  vines  at  the  station  are  quite  ripe  and  we  are  well  along 
with  our  harvesting.     In  spite  of  the  three  damaging  hail  storms  which 
visited  the  station  this  suiraner,  some  plots  of  Eurals  are  yielding  ahout 
400  "bushels  per  acre.    A  few  seedlings  planted  on  a  field  "basis  also  produced 
a"bout  400  "bushels  per  acre. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  hand  digging  our  seed  plot  and  making 
hill  selections. 

The  potato  market  is  very  dull  and  practically  all  potatoes  are 
going  Mto  storage. 

(W.  C.  Edmunds on) 

Minnesota  Notes  0cto"bor  4.  1928 

Harvesting  of  potatoes  in  the  Red  River  Valley  is  consideraloly 
delayed  this  year  for  two  reasons;  prevailing  low  prices  have  held  "back 
the  situation  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  fields  were  a  little  too  wet 
during  Septemlier  to  t-'orn  out  clean  potatoes.    This  territory  hr.d  very 
heavy  rains  periodically  since  July  and  the  last  one  came  just  "before 
the  middle  of  September  as  I  remem"ber. 

Our  growers  are  making  a  spGcial  effort  this  year  to  turn  out  high- 
class  and  well  graded  seed  stock.    They  are  delaying  digging  as  much  as 
possi"ble  in  order  to  turn  out  clean  looking  potatoes.     A  large  general 
meeting  was  held  a"bout  ton  days  ago  in  which  the  grov/ers  planned  to  get 
together  and  develop  a  program  to  "be  put  to  every  grov/er  in  the  "Valley, 
urging  him  to  use  the  greatest  possi"ble  care  in  harvesting  and  putting 
up  his  seed  potatoes  this  year.    Along  with  that,  they  are  planning  to 
raise  some  money  in  order  to  advertise  the  food  value  of  potatoes  and  other 
points  that  help  to  sell  potatoes. 

Their  plan  seems  to  "be  a  very  good  one.     It  was  suggested  "by  ITr. 
W.  G.  Knowles  of  Leonard,  Cresset  and  Riley,  Inc.  and  will  work  out  as  fol- 
lows:   Every  shipping  point  in  the  Valley  that  is  considered  an  important 
one  will  collect  a"bout  ten  "bushels  of  potatoes  from  as  many  grov;crs  as  they 
can  and  pool  them  to  rar.ke  a  carlot  shipment  and  the  proceeds  from  this  is 
to  "be  put  in  the  General  Advertising  fund.    We  estimate  that  this  should 
raise  a  very  large  amount  of  money  even  if  half  of  the  growers  contri"bute 
alsout  ten  "bushels.    Potatoes  are  very  cheap  this  year  and  we  look  for  a  very 
general  response  "because  a  numhor  have  even  suggested  leaving  some  in  the 
ground  in  order  to  lower  the  supply  on  the  market. 
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In  spite  of  the  fact  thr.t  v/e  h'^ve  had  a  rr.thor  \ret  season,  I  have  foimd 
practically  no  late  "blight  in  this  territory.    We  never  are  "bothered  with  it 
very  much  and  are  happy  to  say  that  this  ;^-oar  when  other  sections  seem  to  "be 
afflicted  with  it  mC're  or  loss,  v/e  are  qui'l'e  free  from  it.     In  my  travels 
over  the  Valley,  I  ha-vo  noticed  "but  v.  few  points  v;here  "but  a  slight  amount  of 
it  was  found, 

(E.  I'L  Gillig) 

Presque  Isle,  Y^i, _.Not 3_s_  Octchcr  9.,  1928 

-f'he  v/eather  has  "been  very  ftavora"ble  for  harvesting  during  the  past  v/eek. 
Vfe  have  had  cold  nights  v/ith  very  hard  frosts  "but  no  rain  to  speak  of  until  too;-,,. 

On  Aroostook  Farm  we  have  our  material  for  indexing  a"bout  ready  and  the 
Washington  s"nipment  v/ill  go  out  this  week.    Material  tested  for  l^.  M.  E.  Ensign 
of  the  Florida  Experiment  Station  at  Gainesville  v/ill  "be  shipped  tomorrow. 

llr^  B,  Eo  Brown  and  Dr.  Hoagland  from  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  o.nd  Soils 
arrived  Thursday  night  to  harvest  the  fertilizer  experiments  on  Aroostook  Farm 
and  in  Mapleton,  This  work  v/as  completed  Saturday  afternoon  and  "both  left  f  or 
points  in  Wev/  York  state. 

The  potato  market  is  still  dull.    The  Irish  Co"b"bler  is  not  in  much 
demand  and  the  Green  I/Iountain  is  selling  for  from  90  cents  to  a  dollar  a 
"barrel,  "both  graded  stocks    The  seed  trade  is  very  dull  and  few  orders  have 
heen  placed  thus  fp-r. 

{P.  M.  Lcmhard) 

Washington.  D. _C_o  Notes  Oc tohor  12,  1928 

Owing  to  continued  v;arm  and  sunshiny  weather  the  growing  conditions 
for  the  late  potato  crop  in  this  section  Jjave  "been  ideal. 

The  Octoher  i  estimate  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board,  Bureau  i^gricultural 
Economics  offers  little  comfort  to  the  potato  grower.    With  an  estimated  pro- 
duction of  463.722,000  "busliels  of  potatoes  the  first  of  the  month,  a  reduction 
of  a  little  over  3  millior  hushcls  from  the  Septem"ber  1  estimate,  and  v/ith  no 
reports  of  frost  injury,  or  any  serious  late  hlight  rot,  it  would  appear  as  if 
the  prospects  for  very  much  "better  prices  v/ere  anything  hut  encouraging. 

LIr.  W,  P.  Romans,  in  a  circular  letter  recently  addressed  to  the  mem"bers 
of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Potato  Growers  Association,  reports  his  o"bservations 
"based  on  a  trip  in  v/hich  he  visited  points  in  five  countioc  in  the  state  of 
Washington,  tv/o  comities  in  Idaho  and  five  in  Oregon,  in  which  he  state?:  "I 
am  led  to  helieve  that  the  potato  crop  of  the  Pacific  lTorthv;est,  v/hen  harvested; 
will  fall  helow  the  latest  estimates  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture" ,  and  that  the  certified  seed  potato  industry  has  "been  developing 
generally  in  a  satisfactory  way  in  that  territory. 


-  3  - 


1 

The  following  recommendations  v/ere  adopted  at  a  conference  of  delego^tes 
froDi  the  states  of  Ctilifornia,  Colorado,  laaho,  Montana,  Neloraska,  Oregon, 
Wcx.shington,  and  Wjoming,  which  was  held  at  Pocatello,  Idaho,  Scptemher  17,  18, 
1928.     "It  is  herehv  recor.unended :    First ;  A  portion  of  the  potato  crop  he  fed 
to  livestock.     Sc-cond;  Only  U.  S.  No.  1  grade,  as  determined  hy  federal  and 
state  inspectors,  ho  shipped  in  interstate  trade.    Third :  That  regional  com- 
mittees to- he  appointed  hy  each  of  the  agricultural  councils  or  advisory  hoards 
representing  the  potato  interests  in  the  several  states,  he  formed  to  encourage 
the  adoption  of  the  ahove  recomraondat ion.     That  these  conmiittoes  issue  hulletins 
from  time  to  time,  giving  producers  a  true  picture  of  conditions  and  recommend 
procedure  to  he  followed  hy  grov/crs.    Fourth;  That  representatives  of  all  com- 
mercial potato  producing  districts  of  the  United  States  shall  he  called  together 
in  a  general  meeting  to  he  hold  at  Chicago  early  in  Decemher  if  possihle.  The 
date  to  he  c^reed  upon  and  fixed  hy  the  district  committee  through  the  different 
advisory  hoards.    Fifth;  That  the  press  and  all  organizations  and  departraents 
of  govornment,  federal,  state  ?.nd  county,  also  all  farmer,  civic  and  commercial 
organizations  of  all  kinds  ho  requested  and  urged  to  take  an  active  part 
assisting  in  carrying  out  the  herein  mentioned  recommendations."    The  follov/ing 
note  is  taken  from  the  Septemher  29  issue  of  the  California  Cultivator:  "On 
account  of  lev:  prices  for  potatoes  farmers  in  Carson  Valley,  Nevada  are  feeding; 
them  to  hogs  as  pork  prices  are  high." 

The  ahove  recommendations  and  suggestions  are  cited  for  the  purpose  of 
indicating  the  serious  attention  now  heing  given  to  ways  and  means  that  may 
he  adopted  looking  toward  the  most  favorahle  and  effective  means  of  disposing 
of  the  1928  potato  crop. 

Carlot  movement.    No  material  increase  is  noted  in  the  daily  carlot 
movement  of  potatoes  during  the  past  week.    The  reported  carlot  movements 
v/ere  as  follov/s;    Wednesday,  Octohcr  3,  1,078;  Octohor  4,  1,244;  Octoher  5, 
1,045;  Octoher  6,  1,176;  Octoher  8,  974;  Octohor  9,  1,013,  or  an  average 
for  the  six  days  of  1,088  cri,rsc 

Prices .    A  slight  downwr.rd  change  in  prices  are  noted  at  Presque 
Isle,  Maine  and  Minneapolis  and  St,  Paul,  Hirinosota,    For  example,  on 
Wednesday,  Octoher  3  the  f,o,h.  quotations  on  150  pound  sacks  of  U.  S.  No.  1 
Irish  Cohhler  were  Ol.lO  to  $1.15  while  on  the  same  package  and  quality  of 
stock  of  the  Green  Mountain  the  price  ranged  from  $1.20  to  $1.30,  mostly  fl.25. 
Ai:  the  same  point  on  Wednesday,  Octoher  10,  the  same  package  and  quality  of 
stock  of  Irish  Cohhler  wore  only  commanding  §1.05  to  $1.10  v/hile  Green  Mount-ain 
were  quoted  at  cpl.l5  per  sack.     This  represents  a  drop  of  approximately  10^  prr 
sack.    Minneapolis  and  St,  Paul  prices  on  the  scjmc  dates  were  as  follows:  Saclri 
ro-ond  whites  and  Early  Ohio  U.  S.  No.  1  and  partly  graded  70^  per  cvrt.  with  a 
fev;  as  low  as  655^  per  cv/t.  while  on  Octoher  10  on  the  sa-ue  stock  the  quotaticu^ 
were  60^  and  65^  per  cwt. 


(W.  Stuart) 
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Greeley,  Colo,  llotes.  October  15,  1926. 

The  weather  during  the  past  three  dac,-s  has  "been  cold  and  raiii;;,^. 
J        Today,  the  rain  has  tv.rned  to  snow  and  has  heen  nelting  as  it  falls.  Snow 
I        and  cold  weather  has  "been  reported  in  V/yoning  and  Hontana.     Because  of  the 
v/et  v/eather,  all  harvesting  operations  have  "been  suspended* 

It  is  "believed  that  a"bout  oug  -half  the  potato  crop  has  "been 
harvested  and  a"bout  one-third  of  the  su,^,r  "beot  acreage.    At  the  station, 
we  are  well  along  v;ith  our  harvest.    All  plots  hr,ve  hcen  dug  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  seedlings  and  o,"bout  one  acre  of  Sards,  which  v/as  planted 
July  18,      During  the  rr.iny  weather  wc  have  "been  sorting  potatoes. 

Tlio  n-rkot  is  dull  and  very  fev/  sales  arc  "being  mde.    The  price 
ouctod  is  .45    per  cv/t. 

(V/,  C.  Edmmdson). 


Pre s quo  I s lo ,  He .  He t g s .  Octohor  16,  1928. 

The  v/cather  has  "been  quite  v/et  for  the  past  week.    There  is  still 
sonc  acreage  of  potatoes  to  he  h-rvostod  in  this  count;;,'-. 


The  ni-',rkot  renains  ahout  the  sane  with  little  demand  fcr  Irish 
Co"b"bler  and  Green  Hountain  "bringing  to  the  grower  from  60  cents  to  $1,00 
per  "barrel  for  graded  stock. 

We  are  nearly  finished  v;ith  our  work  on  Arcostcck  Farm,  and  the 
v/riterplans  to  leave  fcr  V;'-^,chington  Ecr.ie  tine  next  week. 

The  Ivlaine  Station  reijrecent.itives  ,  with  the  exception  of  Sr.  Ov/en, 
left  for  Orono,  He.,  last  v/eek.     Dr.  Ov/en  plans  to  leave  here  seme  tir.ie 
this  week. 


(P.  M.  Lonljard}. 

Vt^ashingtcn,  D.  C,  Notes.   Octo"bcr  19,  1928.   

If  an^.'thing  the  v/cather  has  heen  warmer  this  week  than  last.  Up 
to  last  evening  (Octoher  18)  the  total  precipitation  recorded  for  Was'nington 
"by  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  v/as  ,06  of  an  inch.      The  average  rainfall  for 
the  month  ic  2,84  inches.    A"bout  5:15  p.  m,  yesterday  Takcna  Park  was  fa- 
vored with  a  good  shower  "but  it  ie  net  known  what  the  total  precipitation 
was.      On  account  of  the  continued  v/arm  and  dry  'v/eather  the  potato  crop 
has  "been  somewhat  arrested  in  its  development.    Hero  rain  is  now  needed 
to  promote  optimum  growth.     Little  :f  interest  has  occurred  in  the  Office. 
Further  v/ork  h'\s  "been  done  on  the  clippings  and  translation  files  in  order 
to  facilitate  their  usefulness  as  a  reference  to  potato  literature  a"b- 
stracts . 


I 


Washington,  D»  G.  LlLtes-Ccnt *d. 

There  scene  to  be  o,n  increr.sing  intoi^est  in  the  idea  cf  launching 
a  nation-wide  tnovenont  frr  the  creation  cf  a  noro  intolli-jont  ccncepticn 
cf  the  peculiar  value  cf  the  potato  in  the  dietary  of  the  iunerican  people. 
V/e  noif  f  therefore,  expect  to  find  more  articles  dealing  v/ith  this  subject 
in  cur  nev/spapors,  trade  papers  and  journals. 

The  October  issue  of  "Nebraska  Potatoes"  published  cooperatively 
by  the  Nebraska  Potato  Inprcvenent  ADScciation  and  the  A  ricultural  College 
Extension  Service  is  dove  ted  t:   an  interesting  review  cf  this  yearns 
diseases  and  Nebraska  Triunphs  as  scon  by  Bcriauda  agriculturists.  The 
editors  of  this  monthly  publication  deserve  r.Tuch  credit  for  the  character 
of  the  material  v/liich  t]iey  kave  contributed  to  each  issue. 

G ar  1 0 1  lie veme nt ♦     Carlct  shipments  during  the  past  week  have  not 
varied  matorial;l;>''  from  that  of  the  past  v/eek  ,  indie  ting,  it  would  seem, 
that  a  imich  larger  percentage  of  the  crop  is  being  ttored  than  is  normally 
practiced.     This,  of  Cvmrr;o,  is  not  to  be  xv^ndered  at  in  view  cf  the  low 
prevailing  price  of  potatoes.     The  daily  carlct  shipments  frcri  Thursday, 
October  11  to  17ednesday,  October  17,  exclusive  of  Sunday,  were  1119,  1045, 
1121,  958,  951,  1019,  an  average  for  tha  six  days  of  1035*5  cars,  or  slightly 
less  than  the  preceding  Vi'eek. 

Prices.     Presque  Isle,  Maine  quotations  on  October  11  wore  vl.l5  for 
150  pound  packs  cf  U.  S.  No .  1  Green  llountain.     Bulk  stock  was  quoted  at  50 
to  60  cents  per  cwt.    On  Wednesday^  October  17  the  cuotation  on  150  pound 
sacks  of  Green  I'^untain  was  ^1,10  with  bulk  stock  55  to  63  cents  per  cwt. 
At  Liinncapolis  and  St.  Foul  on  the  sai-io  dates  the  quotation  on  sacked  round 
whites  U.  S.  Ho.l  and  p-xtly  graded  was  60  t'-  65  cents  per  cv/t.,  while  on 
October  17  the  same  class  of  stock  was  quoted  at  65  cents  v/ith  a  fev/  selling 
at  70  cents  a  cv/t*    Early  Ohios  on  th'^.t  date  were  bringing  60  to  65  cents 
per  cv/t.    On  the  v/hcle,  therefore,  the  Ilaino  r^,rket  api.ears  to  be  slightly 
v/eaker  on  sac  Iced  st^ck  this  week  while  tlie  I>Iihneapolis-iS  c .  Paul  market  was 
a  little  stronger,  b\it  the  difference  is  so  slight  that  it  is  practically 
negligible  < 

(V/m.  Stuart). 
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The  first  part  cf  the  week  v.-as  rainy  and  cold;  1-.63  inches  cf  rain 
was  recorded  at  the  station.      All  harvesting-  operations  of  the  district 
were  suspended  until  the  last  of  the  week.     Today,  the  v/eather  is  fair  and 
v/arm. 

Saturday,  we  harvested  a  one-acre  plot  of  Hiirals  that  were  planted 
July  18.     The  plot  yielded  ahout  140  Tousheis  per  r.cre  cf  tuhers  of  good 
seed  size,    i.11  potatoes  at  the  station  aie  noY/  h;;rvested  and  we  are  crown- 
ing alfalfa  for  next  year's  potn,to  crop.      The  end  of  this  r/eek  will  see 
the  potato  h.^irvest  of  the  district  near  cor^letion  vritn  practically  the 
entire  crop  in  stor'^.ge.     Potatoes  are  selling  for  frora  40  to  45  cents  with 
a  few  of  the  "best  grades  "bringing  50  cents  per  cv/t. 

(W,  C.  Edrnundscn) . 


Washington,  D.  C.  riotes.  Octooer  26,  1928. 


Somewlr.t  cooler  weather  has  prevailed  this  week  and  light  frosts  have 
"been  reported  to  have  occurred  in  several  of  the  city's  ru'bur'bc .  With 
the  exception  of  a  light  precipitation  (.11  cf  an  inch)  TuesdCv^  afternoon 
and  evening,  the  weather  has  "been  generally  clear. 

Late  potatoes  have  "'oeen  seriously  injured  "by  a  rather  severe  attack 
of  early  "blight  which  oegan  tc  show  up  ever  tv.-o  v;eeks  ago.      This  injury 
coupled  with  the  effect  of  the  hot  dry  spell  throughout  the  early  part  of 
the  month,  reaching  its  culmination  a'bcutthe  middle  of  the  month,  will  ma- 
terially reduce  the  yield  through  the  premature  death  of  the  plants. 
Weather  pe  mitting  it  is  iDroposed  to  harvest  the  date  of  planting  experiment 
and  the  Jersey  Red  Skin  seed  plot,  the  latter  p'-.,rt  of  next  v/eek. 

director  P.  F.  Trcwhridge,  of  the  North  Dakota  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  reports,  imder  date  of  Octooer  17,  the  receipt  of  a  "barrel 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  Irish  Cc'b'bler  seed  stock  which  he  Kas  imported  for 
use  as  foundation  stock.    He  further  states  that  there  are  a  let  of  potatoes 
still  undug  in  his  section  and  that  storage  houses  are  being  rapidly  filled. 
Car  shipments  are  reported  as  "being  very  light  and  that  prices  exclusive 
cf  sacks  are  mostl;;,'-  under  tv/enty  cents  a  husiiel.    V/here  stands  v/ere  good 
the  yield  is  claimed  tc  "be  heavy.     In  the  station  experimental  plots  yields 
as  high  as  335  "bushels  to  the  acre  have  he  en  chto,ined.    Ver^^  fev/  decayed 
ruhers  have  heen  chserved. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Clark  returned  tc  the  Office  yesterday,  having  closed 
up  his  season's  v/crk  at  Presque  Isle,  lie,      I,-r.  P.  M.  Lombard  who  has  also 
"been  at  Presque  Isle,  Me.  is  expected  v/ithin  the  next  fev;  days. 


c 


This  v;eGl:'s  isEUC  torai-i-tos  the-  1928  edition  cf  "The  Eyo/' 
its  clcse  we  docirc  to  e:-:prcES  cur  sincere  appreciation  to  those  who  hr.ve 
ccntrihuted  to  its  p^ges  during  the  se-scn  and  would  "becper.k  their  con- 
tinued sxippcrt  in  1929. 

Cr^rlot  I.icver.ent »-    C^rlct  shiprients  this  v/eclc  show  scne  increr^se 
over  last  V7eek.    For  the  five  d.?;>'-E  Octcher  16  to  23  (exclusive  cf  Sundr>y) 
the  c.'^.rlct  rnovenents  v/ere  .n.s  fellows:-  1013,  1084,  1194,  928  and  1102  or 
an  p.vcrr.ge  cf  1064  c-.rs  per  d^^',  p.s  r.gtiinst  1035  l/2  c-.rs  the  preceding 
v/eek. 

Brices So  mtori-il  price  chr.ngos  licve  occurred  during  the  v/oek. 
If  ar\ything  tie  price  trend  is  slightly  up\7rrd.     The  demnd,  however,  is 
ncderp.te  to  '..or.k  and  no  mterial  change  can  oo  expected  until  all  the  crci; 
is  harverted.     Laok  cf  storage  facilities  loaves  no  alternative  to  many 
growers  tc  do  other  than  dispose  cf  their. crop  at  harvest  tine.  This 
cractice  has  always  resulted,  except  in  occasional  seasons  cf  lew  production, 
in  glutted  rnarkets  and  lowered  prices. 


(Wn.  Stuart). 
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